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HE Knowledge of the Truth is, con- 
feſſedly, a Matter of the utmoſt Mo- 
ment. And yet, when we come to look 
into the Proceedings and Writings of 
| Men, there is nothing ſo hard to be at- 
 taind. The Reaſon is, Men have ever been zealous 
for the Eftabliſhment of their own Dodtrines and 
Opinions, inſtead of being inquiſitive after the Divine 
Will. Hence it is, that after all their Endeavors, 


that Truth is in ſo great a Meaſure hid from them. 
This is evident, not only from the Iim perfect ion found in 


the Works of ancient Writers, but likewiſe from ſuch 
as in Opyoſition Io ReveaPd Religion, have ſo much 
cried up and exalted the Law of Nature. For even 
at this Day, after all the Advantages they have bad 
from reveal'd Religion, and other Improvements 
owing to it, it does not appear, that theſe Mea are 
able to give us a perfect Rule, or one to which there are 
not many Objeftions. And, indeed, the Deſigns of 
Providence being ſuch as are only known to God bim. 


ſelf, it is impoſſible Men ſhould give a Rule agreeable 
to them, till he has been pleaſed to declare to them 


what thoſe Deſigns are : This gives Preference to re. 
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vealed Religion above natural, ſay the beſt Things of 
the latter you can, and that too for Reaſons which 
cannot be denied, nor want additional Strength. 


The Reader may, perhaps, be ſurprized to find ſo 


large a Defence of Chriſtianity without any Uſe made of 
Antiquity. In Anſwer to which, T ſay, as far as 1 
have been able to dijcover, the Rule of Life, as now 
exhnbited to us in the canonical Books of the New 


Teſtament, was underſtood in the primitive Times as 


T here underſtand it: But it continued not long in this 
Condition, as is naturally io be expefled, 
O the Uſages of the Church in the Ages immedi- 
ately ſucceeding to that of the Apoſiles, the Fathers 
are Witneſſes : For which, and their oppoſing the 
Hlereſies ſprung up, their Works are certainly valua— 
ble. But the Queſtion is not how Men have under- 
| flood and uſed the Rule, but whether the Rule itſelf 


as now exhibited to us be the Truth or no. During the 


three firſt Centuries the Doctrine ſeems to have been 


Jure, except what gave Occaſion to the Council of _ 


Nice: After which, you have endleſs Contention and 
Struggle about Orthodoxy, conſiſting chiefly in right 
| Notions of what was deliver'd in Scripture concerning 
the metaphyſical Nature of the Son and Spirit : The 
next Things are the Neſtorian, Eutychian and other 
Hereſies, or impertinent Docttrines of Men, either 
about Things of no Moment, or ſuch as they had no 

Buſineſs with, nor could be Fudges of: By and by it is 


 fixt for a certain Rule, that the Catholic Church could 


not err, aud the Roman Church was the Center of 
Unity : This made way for the Eflabliſhment of the Pa- 
pacy, and that being done upon fundamental Errors, 
and ford for its Support io impoſe others, and lo have 
them carried in Councils by ſecret Management and 

Corruption, the Conſequence is plain, 
In the mean time, let us ſee what Uſe Men made of 
e Rule itſelf. Aud bere it is Mankind may be ſaid 
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to have fallen a ſecond Time from a rational 
Faith, to a moſt abſurd Credulity: From conſidering 
the zwhole Scheme of Chriſtianity under the immediate 
Conduct of Providence, and what ſhould therefore be 


compleated, to fancy the Church, or a certain Societ 


of Men, arrogating and engroſſing themſelves that Ti- 
tle, ſhould be miraculouſly ſupported : From having a 
Rule given in itſelf true and infallible; to pretend they 
muſt be ſo aſſited as not to miſtake in their own TJudg- 


ments or Determinations about it: From a Call to 


purſue the Relations and Duties in Life with the ut- 


moſt Strifneſs, to ſuperſede and ſet aſide thoſe Rela- 


tions, and toembrace the monaſtic Life; or from for- 


ſaking the World, conſider'd as a Scene of ambitious, 
covetous and ſenſual Men, tonegleft the reaſonable Part 
in it: From Chaſtity, 19 Abſtinence from Marriage 
uſelf : from a Power lo preach the Goſpel in Spite of 
all Oppeſition, to put the civil Government under 

them: From conſidering that the Method of bur Re- 
demption is wholly of God; to ſuppoſe Men had not mo- 
ral Abililies: From paying a proper Regard 10 fuch as 


had born witneſs to the Truth, to the Invocation and 
Worſhip of Saints: From preparing their Mind, to un- 


dergo even Martyrdom, ſhould it be neceſſary, to court 
it needleſly, with many other Things of the like or 

worſe Nature. Theſe Things determined me to ſeck 
for the Knowledge of the true Nature of the Rule, in 
the Rule itſelf ; eſpecially as the Evidence to be found 
there is appealed to by the Author and inſiſted on by his 
Apoſtles. They who would fee bow Men have conduct- 
ed ſince the Rule was given, muſt conſult Church 
Hiſtory, the Determinations of Councils, and the 
Decrees and Decretals of Popes till the Reformation, 
and ſince then ihe Progreſs of the Truth in its ſeveral 


Periods, But they who would find the Truth itſelf, 


muſt examine the Rule, every Part of which having 


a wiſe good End, muſt of courſe be found rational and 


conſequently command their Aſſent, AJ Tos 
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The Law of Nature is demonſtrable, ; no Precept 
appearing there but what is recommended from its 
Uſe. And in like Manner, there is no Precept in 


Chriſtianity which is not recommended from its Ten- 
dency to beget in Men that Improvement in Virtue, 


which at the ſame Time it conſults the preſent Life, is 
neceſſary to produce a better, wherein that Virtus 
ſhall be rewarded; ſo that the ſame is true of Chri- 
ftianity. This, therefore, is that Truth which muſt 
prevail: For it is back*d by the divine Power, and 
the World is conducted by divine Providence, as is de- 


monſtrable. And the true Idea of the Chriſtian Faith 


is to believe in God, and that all Things were made, 
and are ſupported and governed by him and parti- 
cularly, that he hath made Choice of that Scheme 


_ which is exhibited to us in the Old and New Teſta- 


ment, 1. In the Creation, and 2. In the Redempit- 
on of the Species, or in order to bring them thercun- 
to. And this Doctriue being peculiarly agreeable to 
the Nature of the Species, conſidered either in a 
fallen or weak State, or as who could not of theme © 


ſelves attain thereunto, though that is neceſſary —— 


this is @ clear Demonſtration of the 2˙ ruth and Cer- 
2aimty of that Faith. 


In the Second Place. As 10 the Adminiſtration 
or Conveyance of that Rule, we may obſerve.— 
there is a natural Order to be kept, upon which all 


_ the Diſtinftions in human Society are founded, and 


have their Ends and Deſigns neceſſary to the pro- 
curing it. And therefore, to bring Things to an 
Agreement therewith, is to ſet them upon their true 
Foundation, and to teach Men to aft ſo as Nature 
points our, and demands; in which Caſe the Good of 
the whole muſt be e Fectually ſecured and advanced. 
Now this is the very Buſineſs and Deſign of the true 
Religion; for which Reaſon our Contention for it, 
under ſtood as i ſhould be, is the moſt rational Thing 


in 
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in the World, as it is contending for that which gain'd 


that Good, is ſecured and vice verſa, In order to 
which, three Things areneceſſary, 1. That our Rule be 


ſuch in it ſelf: 2. That we underſtand that Rule as it is 


init ſelf: 3. That the Adminiſtration of it be ſuch as ſhall 
make it anſwer : Or that we underſtand the Power 
or Commiſſion given in this Caſe aright. Indeed to 
think Power given a Property a Man may call his 
own, 1s very common, but at the ſame Time, an In- 
tance of the greateſt Weakneſs, and a plain Proof 
the Species are fallen from that natural Order, For 
whatever may be ſaid of civil Rights, which are all 


10 be ſettled according to Reaſon, or ſo as is conſiſtent 


with, and productive of, the Peace and Happineſs of 
tbe whole Society, it is not poſſible that Peer ſhould 
be a private Property, the Nature and Deſign of it 
being in itſelf no other than the Exerciſe and Perform- 


ance of that Part, upon which the Good of the whole 


depends. A Right to ſucceed to the Adminiſtration of 
Power a Man may have by civil Appointment, Law, 
or Cuſtom z but he cannot have a Right to Power it 


elf, becauſe no Agreement, no Ties, no Oaths, no- 


thing in Nature can confer ſuch a Right, or alienate 
from others a Right to Exiſtence, and the Privileges 
of it, except their own Behaviour become inconſiſtent 
with the Good of the whole: In which Caſe that Right 

is forfeited. In any other Caſe, it is impoſſible it 
ſhould be taken from them without Outrage 
or Blindneſs: Nor can they give that away, or 
part from it, without which the very End of their 
Being is abſolutely deſtroyed, Princes, as well as 
ethers, are obliged to receive the Faith, and in Con- 
ſequence to think thus of Power. And as it would be 


_ abſurd to pretend to argue for an arbitrary Power from 
that Rule, whoſe Buſineſs it is to bring Things to Rea- 


fon, or to the State and Condition intended by the 
Creator; /o to ſay that either St. Peter or his Maſter 
= . LF LL ET 
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deſigned to ſet up any other Power than that of preach- 
ing the Goſpel, by which Things ſhould be brought to 


„ that State, is abſurd too. For as the Reaſon of the 
1 Thing ſhows, in the firſt Caſe, what is to be done, with- 
[| 
[| 


out Need of any particular Directions, ſave what our 
Saviour has given, viz. that Princes ſhould not exer- 


| 
' 
js ciſe Dominion over their Subjects, but make uſe of the 
18 Power committed to them for the Good of the Publick 
| | only or conſider it as a Thing wholly and ſolely to 
| be uſed for the Protection of the Rights and Liberties of 
the Community; ſo here, there was no Need of par- 
' BW ticular Inſtructions about Autboriiy, farther than 
[8 what are given. And of which the chief is, that 
"8 fuch Authority ſhould be applied to the effeftual Admi- . 
1i,ſtration and Conveyance of the Word only, that fo 
all Men might be fully anc JOY jaught it, and 
receive the Benefit fit. 
Woo 7: That Power or Government ſhould be thus under- 
6 ſtood and exerciſed, is plain from the very End and De- 
118 in of it. And to ſuppoſe a Power, or an Authority, 
Wo ſet up diſtint from this, is to ſuppoſe a Conſtitution 
1 eg ſtabliſo' d, aud yet another Power ſuperinduc'd; which 
. being foreign or not appearing to have a wiſe End, as 
in all Things to be received by us muſt have, it cannot be 
[4 true. And what is more, granting that Chriſt gave 
fuch a Power to his Apoſtles, and they to others; yet it 
1 is plain, ſhould theſe others deviate from that Rule, il 
[ZW would then be neceſſary to ſet that Power aſide; other - 
wiſe it would fruſtrate the End propoſed, being made 
uſe of for another. And, therefore, there can be 70 
other Power than ſuch as was given to Chriſt, and 
which derives its Eſſence and Sanction from the End | 
propoſed by it, or which is authorized by God jo the 
1 Sake of that End. 
Wi I. is manifeſt, then, that the Power given to Chrift, 
-M and by bim to Lis Apoſtles, is eſſentially connected 
with, and cannot be conſidered ſeparate from, but muſt 
be 
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5 be meaſur'd by the Purity of the Dofrine taught by 


them; and where that is not, there is no Paver.. 


For God authorizes what tends to promote the Hap- 


pineſs of bis Creatures, and nothing elſe; ſo that if 
Jou would prove your religious Eſtabliſhment to be true, 
you muſt ſhew us the Doctrine in its Purity, and that 


your Eſtabliſpment is ſuch, as will aufwer the Deſign 
of that Doctrine. And three Things reſult directiy 


from this Method of defending the Authority of either 
Civil or Accleſiaſtical Government ; the 1. That 


Authority ſet up for the Uſe of the whole, and neceſſa- 
ry, cannot be denied: 2. 1t is not liable to be ſuſected, 


as it has no other View than the right One: 3. Every 


wiſe Man ſeeing the Strength of this Foundation muſt 


 chuſe it. When Things do not anſwer their End, 
Men muſt defend them upon other Grotmmds, Tradili- 


on, Cuſtom, and Power granted; and they muſt con- 


tend for the Validity of fuch Tradition, Cuſtom, and 


Power, this being tie only Way in which they can hope 
to gain their Point, But where they do anſever their 


End, there will be no Occaſion for pretended Claims 


or aſſum'd Authority. This is the Caſe of the Civil 


Magiſtrate ; bis Power is unconteſtable ſo long as il is 


kept within its proper Butinds, aud in its right Sphere, 
and needs no other Pref of its Validity than its Uſe. 


Aud in like Manner, Power or Authority in the 
Church, and all Deciſions regarding Diſcipline aud 


Order, are what no Man can rejeft, where the one 1s 


_ exerciſed within its own Sphere, and the other are 


aimed at their right End. And thus far Arguments 
urged for the Inſtitution and Sanction of Church-Go- 
verument muſt neceſſarily be allowed, And it is no 


Matter under what Names or Titles that Govern- 
ment be adminiſtred, provided it be rightly ſo, 0 
Upon this Foundation, viz. the Doctrine of Chriſt 


in its Purity, we build; meaſuring the Doctrine by us 


End, and the Geverument, or Adminiſiralicn of the 


Word 
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Word by its Efficacy and Apineſs to procure that End: 
And rejecting all other Things as impertinent. And 
ſince a Society was inſtituted under ſuch OEconomy as 
is ſuitable to, and productive of the Things intended, 
we acknowledge all Powers and Claims belonging to it 
as ſuch, and muſt ſubmit to them, provided there are 
no Offences, no Stumbling Blocks in the Way. And 
tho“ ſo many Stumbling- Blocks have been thrown in our 
Way yet are we deſirous to pay all Regard to 
the Powers and Claims of the Society, which the 
Caſe will in Reaſon, joined with the utmoſt Charity, 
admit of : And farther than this it is not poſſible io 
: Thus it is manifeſt the Chriſtian Doftrine muſt be 
true, as it hits the Caſe and Circumſtances of Man- 
kind in the moſt perfect Manner. And the Engliſh 
_ Conſtitution both in Church and State muſt be true, 
ſo far as it is conſonant to that Doctrine, but no far- 
ther. Which Doctrine, we lay, is the original Law 
of Nature, which Men through Ignorance and Paſj;- 
on had forſooh; and to reſtore which, God interpoſed, 
adding what in the preſent Circumſtances is neceſſary 
to bring about his Deſigns, and to compleat them at 
the laſt. Both which being received into the Commu- 
nities of Men, muſt render them as happy as they are 
intended to be, provided they conform to them, Nay, 
farther, it is evident, here is a certain Ground where- 
on to build the Religion and Government, the Reputa- 
tion, Proſperity and Glory of every pariicular Na- 
tion; the reverſe of thoſe deep Poluticks which are ge- 
nerally employed herein: Here is a certain Ground 
wwhereon to build the Dignity, Proſperity and Glory of 
particular Families, agreeable to Nature and the Calls 
of Society: And here is a certain Ground whereon to 
build the Intereſt, Reputation, and Glory of every 
particular Perſon, agreeable to Nature and to the ſame 
Calls. And all Religion, Power, Intereſt, Honour, 
e = > Proſperity, 
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Proſperity, and Glory, built bereon is right, and con- 
ſequently muſt have its Weight. And this is that 
reaſonable State of Things, which ſo many poor Pro- 
teftants have ſuffered in the Flames for- while 
others, fancying every Approach 10 it threained Di- 
minution and Ruin to their Power and Greatneſs, per- 
fecuted them z not ſeeing the ſole Way to put an End to 
fuch Diſorder, was to change their own Manner of 
thinking, and to permit Men to enjoy the Benefit of 
that Rule, which being rightly underſtood and agreed 
in, muſt anſwer every wiſe End whatever, without 
taking from them any one Thing that in Reaſon they 
could deſire. 3 3 
pon look back to what is paſt— Here you find the 

Popes preſiding over the Church indeed, but yet having 
 thair worldly Ends in View, forc'd to admit that for 
Orthodoxy, which 1s the Corruption of it ; and there 
yon find the Princes mov'd and ſeay d by the like Mo- 
tives. All which Scenes of Popes, Princes, Caliphs, 

though far from what they ſhould have aim'd to hate 
made them, were permitted, that ſo Men might be 
left to their own free Choice. And yet human Nature 
zs capable of great Improvements; nay, what is more, 

in the End, all ſhall fare according to the Uſe they made 
of the Opportunity afforded them, when by the ſecret 

Workings of Providence this great Scene ſhall cloſe 
in real Orthodoxy. For which Time, as we are 10 
uſe our beſt Endeavours to bring it about, fo is the 
awhole Community of Chriſtians to pray without cea- 
ſing, or ever wholly laying aſide that Petition, 
In a word: Asendleſs and inconceivable Evils have 
been occaſioned purely through the Want of the Ground 

mentioned; and without it, let Men project what they 

pleaſe, they never can attain a ſolid Eſtabliſhment of 
their Intereſt, Power or Greatneſs, as they deſire : 
As the endeavouring to force Things not right in them- 

felves, hath brought Diſgrace, Vexation and Torment 


upon 
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yon the Authors : And as Men have been tempted to 
ifſemble the Truth, to prevaricate and att that Part, 


which is of all Things upon Earth the moſt pernicious, 
merely becauſe they could not reconcile their preſent In- 


tereſt and the Truth together : So to make known that 


Ground in ſuch Manner, that Men may build upon it, 


and challenge the Approbation of others, from the Rea- 


ſonableneſs of what they hold, is the Way to remove 
thoſe Evils. And again, as the doing ſo, muſt give 


fuch Confirmation to the Happineſs they enjoy, and 


the Honours they wear, nothing can exceed it, except 
that true Glory to which it tends and approaches, 


( that is, when the Motives of Men's Actions and 
their Charafters being diſcern d, and their Virtue con- 


feſt, others ſhall be carried towards them with the 

ſtrongeſt Affection, particularly to thoſe whoin Contempt 

of the Things in Life, have been inſtrumental in pro- 

ol ing the Good of the whole Syſtem; and the whole Sy- 
ſtem being raiſed and put together ſhall be witneſs of their 
paſt Behaviour, their preſent real Excellence and moſt 


happy Caſe) ſo to prove, that Chriſtianity propoſes this, 
the moſt rational and excellent Thing in the World, 
and that it neither is, nor could be, propoſed elſewhere, 
15 the Deſign of this Book. And what I'wijh is, that it 
may be examined, and if true received: That ſo ſuch as 


hall pleaſe may ſee, there is a certain Road of thinking 
cut out for us by God himſelf, adapied to the Circum- 
ances of human Life, and equal to every wiſe End that 
could poſſibly and muſt neceſſarily be propoſed by it; and 
the only Reaſon it cannot prevail more is, the Want of 
Conſent in that right Underſtanding and virtuous Diſ 
poſition it demands, as the ſole Method of recommend- 
ing it Io ſuch as have not yet received, or been taught 
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— 0 E fibility of Doubr, or reaſonable 


ST = 8 
8 4 Contradiction, that there is a Rule 


8 1 of Life, which neither was, nor 
RE I AER could be taught by any Man, or 


Body of Men whatever, it ſeems neceſſary to 


ſhow, that that Rule is not only contain'd 


and ſer forth in the Holy Scriptures, bur in 
what Manner it is fo, and may be demonttra- 


ted to be ſo. For this I muſt refer to the 


following Diſcourſe, Join'd to what was ſaid 


before. From which it will appear, that the 
Chriſtian Doctrine is ſuch as is not to be de- 


ny'd or evaded, tho' neither Miracle nor Pro- 


phecy 1 is called in ro its Support; nay, that 
it is ſuch, as to evince the Reality and Cer- 
tainty of the Miracles and Prophecies them- 


ſelyes. 5 1 
B What 


RAVING evinc'd beyond all Poſ- 25 - | 


(2) 


What I would obſerve farther, is, that 


Divinity in this Method is capable of being 
compleated. That Morality is capable of 


Demonſtration, a great Genius taught long 

ago. Since then the Law of Nature hath 
been ſo well delineated, we cannot want Sa- 
tisfaction in any ching material there; and 
Chriſtianity, rightly apprehended, coincides 
ſo entirely with our Idea of the divine Good- 


neſs, with the Principles planted in human 


Nature, and the Happineſs reſulting from the 
Obſervance of that Law, noching can be 


more convincing. 


In the next place, how pleaſing muſt j it be, 
amidſt the Noiſe and Emptineſs of Life, to 


have a Rule whereon to reſt with Security, 


and to fee that however diſagreeable things 


may now appear, yet they are continually 


drawing nearer to a right State, or to the Pe- 


riod of our Wiſhes! That we have a Rule 
before us, to which if we apply aright, we 
mult of neceſſity derive from it all the Know- 


ledge we can want, either in regard of our 
preſent or future Exiſtence! That we don't 


believe this implicitly, but can | Make It ap- 
pear? 


In the third place, What better Ground 


can your Eſtabliſhment or Conſtitution either 


in Church or State be fix'd upon, than that 


' which, after the ſtricteſt Examination, ſhall 


be found agreeable to the Truth, or to that 
great End which it is evident the Creator 
'S- muſt 


- 
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muſt have in View in the Permiſſion and Go- 


vernment of ſuch Creatures as Men are, at 


the ſame time it ſuccours the preſent State, 

and renders the Law of our Nature perfect? 
Beſides, if the Rule is perfect, and we have 
a clear and diſtinct Idea of it, we ſhall reap 
this farther Advantage: We ſhall not be ſub- 
ject to the Commotions occaſion'd by Enthu- 


ſiaſts, nor to the Deſigns of Hypocrites, or 
bother Miſtakes, Or if theſe things cannot 
be entirely avoided, yet the Eſtabliſhment 


will ſtand firm, che ſenſible and judicious 
Part of the Community being perfectly fix 1 


and ſecur'd thereby. 
For theſe and other Reaſons, 1: have . 


deavour'd to give a true Notion of the Na- 


ture of the Chriſtian Revelation, in order to 


ſhew the Affinity and neceſſary Connection 
betwixt it and the Law of Nature; that as 
the laſt is capable of Demonſtration, ſo 8 


1 Affinity and Connection being prov'd, 
might appear the other is ſo too. All this is is 
done; and if I am not mightily deceiv'd, 


the Plan is juſt, and the Arguments irrefiſti- 
ble. And yet after all, the greateſt Difficul- 
ty {till remains. For the Search of Truth is 


not only attended with Labour, and requires 
a Mind perfectly free from, and rais'd above 


Prejudices; but when you have brought 


= yourſelf to this Pitch, what more have you 
© 2 gain'd, than perhaps to appear ſingular, and 


to be rejected with Scorn?* Were Men fond 
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of Truth only, Things wou'd wear a Face 


quite different from that they yet wear. But, 


alas, every Country has its great Men, which 
it beholds with Admiration, and follows 


with no ſmall Degree of Enthuſiaſm, be they 


Men of good Underſtanding or no, or be 
their ſecret Views and Deſigns what they 


will! While this is ſtern and rigid, pretends 
to examine into your Eſtabliſhment, has 
a ſomewhat againſt you, and of courſe is al- 


ways unpopular, generally unbefriended, and 


the Reverſe of the common Taſte. 


What is ſtill worſe; It is not only the Re- 
verſe of prevailing Cuſtoms, but requites 
Attention and {ome Sagacity to be diſcern'd ; 

and tho' it marks out moſt other things as 
what are empty, and doom'd to periſh, yet 


is it ſeldom ſeen itſelf; nay, it vouches what 
| ſeems impoſlible; it queſtions what is deem'd, 
and hath been long deem'd right; it admits 


not, nor can be perſuaded to allow a Merit 
to ſome things, which have received a Sancti- 


on from the general Applauſe they have met 


with: but ſifting the Cauſes of that Ap- 
plauſe, and attending to the Views of the 
Authors, and the Conſequences of their 


Works, rejects and contemns them. Secure 
in this triumphant and majeſtick Thought, 
that every thing muſt in the End give way to 


it; but yet labouring under this Inconveni- 


ence, that it muſt wait the Time appointed. 


Beſides, 


30 


Beſides, Men in general have already for- 


med their Notions, and naturally approve 


what is agreeable to thoſe Notions, but muſt 


look with Indignation at that which pretend- 


ing to correct or improve them thereby offers 
an Affront. So that according to common 
Obſervation Things of this Nature ſhould be 
infinuated, Prejudices evaded, and the Senrti- 
ments dreſt to as to ſlide into the Hearts of 


Men inſenſibly. They ſhould be conveyed 


with ſuch Dexterity, that they might ſeem 


to draw them from themſelves; as when a 


Man is pleaſed with the Diſcovery of the fine 


Strokes in a Picture, as being not only agree- 


able to, but a Proof of the Juſtneſs of his 


own Taſte. Whereas this admits of no Ar- 


tifice at all; but muſt appear naked and 


rough, ſome of the particular Virtues of 
Chriſtianity being inculcated for that Pure 


1 - 


But notwithſtanding theſe Difficulties, and 


a thouſand Things as untoward ; as Chriſti- 


anity hath been called in queſtion, and it is 


of the utmoſt Importance Men have a right 


Idea of it; and as many have maintained 


| Notions of it, as though it were not a Thing 
rational in itſelf, but above Reaſon, and have 


detended it in a Method agreeable to ſuch 


Notions, it was my humble Opinion this 


Conduct could not be right, and that it ſhould 


be defended from its apparent Uſefulneſs on- 
ly, or from its being that Rule of Life, which, 
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all Things conſidered, ſquares ſo perfectly 
with the Circumſtances of human Nature, it 
mult be ridiculous to reje& it. And I was 
the more confirmed in this, becauſe, though 
it is plain the ancient Philoſophers have given 
ſuch excellent Precepts, yet the Advocates 
for Chriſtianity ſeemed unwilling to allow 
that, for fear (I __—_— of leflening the Re- 
ſpect due to Chriſtianity : Nay, this ſeemed 
to make it neceſſary we ſhould ſearch into the 
Nature of our Rule, and be able to evince 
_ its Superiority from Fact. And as this ma- 
nifeſtly called for ſome new Method, where- 
in the Compariſon between the two Rules 
might be made, and Juſtice done to both; 
ſo what I have done either as to the Choice 
of the Method, or Execution of the Deſign, 
is the beſt I could do, and I ſhall make no 
other Apology. En TR 
But before we go farther, it is neceſſary to 
mention here what is Matter of Debate, I 
find, with many pious Perſons, and that is, 
as Epiſcopacy hath been a Bait, a Snare to 
the Ambition of Men, whether or no it ought 
not, for that Reaſon, to be rejected. It is 
plain, to put an End to the Miſchiefs occa- 
fioned by Ambition, our Saviour condemn'd 
it by his Doctrine and Example, And ac- 
cordingly every Perſon otherwiſe qualified to 
bear that Office ſhould be of ſuch Temper 
as utterly to deny Power and Honour con- 
ſidered as ſuch only. For to ſeek ſuch Things 
MT On * 


* 


for their own Sake, and not for the End to 
be promoted by them, is contrary to the De- 


ſign, and truly Antichriſtian. For which 


Reaſon Nolo epiſcopuri has been required as an 
eſſential Ingredient in the Character of ſuch 


Perſons, and is ſtrictly reaſonable. The Rule 


itſelf without it had been imperfect, no Me- 
thod being propoſed whereby the greateſt 


Evils might be prevented, and the End ob- 
tained. On the contrary, let Men act accor- 
ding to that Doctrine and Example, and no- 


thing can be wanting either in the Church 
or any other Society; which thoſe dignify'd 


Gentlemen who are fo great Enemies to this 


Order ſhould conſider. For no Reaſon can 
be urged againſt this Dignity, tho' Eccleſia- 
ſtical, which will not hold againſt their own, 


chough Civil. It is the Uſe of the Thing 


that muſt ſupport it. And Chriſtianity is 


not an adventitious arbitrary Doctrine, but 
eſſential to all Societies, and demands to be 


received, and muſt be received by them eier 


they can be what they ſhould be. To be 


abſolutely ſuch indeed, or to arrive at Per- 


fection herein is the grand Criſis to which 


God in his Providence 1s bringing all Nations 


upon Earth, and therefore is not to be ex- 


pected till the Conſummation. But they 


ougght all to be converted to it, and to be 


render'd as conformable as poſlible. To re- 


turn to the Point in Hand. 
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the Miſchiefs occaſioned by Ambition; and 


herein: for this, after a fixt Reſolution to 


| profeſſing that Doctrine which Chriſt taught. 
All this is confeſs'd and allow'd. But now 
as in Civil SOCIETY it is required Power be at- 

tended with ſome ſort oi outward Solemnity, 


_ culcated by that Doctrine. And here the 


commanded us to call no Man Maſter upon 
Earth. But be not ye called Rabbi, for one is 
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The Deſign of Chriſtianity i is to prevent 


therefore every Thing in a Chriſtian Society 
ſhould correſpond therewith. And whatever 
tends to cheriſh it, or to prevent this Deſign, 7 
ſhould be removed and baniſhed, that fo the © 
People may be able to ſee and learn what 


they are to do, and how to diſtinguiſh what 


is or is not right according to that Deſign. 
Above all, the Clergy ought to be Examples 


ſhun all manner of Vice, is the next Thing 
neceſſary and eſſential to the right effectual 


Dignity with Figure, and there be proper 
Supports for ſuch, ſo it is here. And the 
Queſtion is how we may avoid the Abuſe of _ 
them, or prevent Men loving the Power or 


Dignity inſtead of the End, the ſole Thing © 
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a reaſonable Creature ſhould be bent upon, 


and the Thing ſo much inſiſted on and in- 


Method taken by ſome, I find, is to deſtroy be 
the Power and Dignity itſelf; and they think | 
themſelves juſtified in it, chat our Lord hath 


your maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are bre- 
ren. Aud call no man your Father upon the 
| earth, os 


"OY 1 
earth, for one is your Father which is in hea-- 
wen. Neither be ye called maſier, for one is 
your maſter, even Chrift, Matt. xxiii. 8, 9, 10. 
Nov in Anſwer to this we ſay, no Man is 
F obliged to ſubmit to any Thing that is wrong 
odr ſeems to be ſo, bur according to our Savi- 
our's Example to bear witneſs againſt it. In 
this Senſe vou ſhall call no Man Maſter; you 
ſhall have no regard to the Aſſertions or Au- 
thorities of Men; you ſhall freely exerciſe 
' your own private Judgment; your Right to 
do ſo is a fundamental Part of this Rule; and 
you muſt not ſuffer it to be violated or ſuper- 
ſeded upon any Account whatever: Not 
though you are ſure to make all Men your 
Enemies thereby; not though you are ſure 
to be ruined and undone by it. Rouze up 
your Courage and ſhew yourſelf a Man. 
Mind no Order, no Inſtitution, no Eſtabliſh- 
ment, nor abate one ace upon this neceſſary 
Point. But when you have done this, you 
muſt remember there is a Power to be exer- 
Ciſed, a Dignity to be allowed and ſupport- 
ed: Both which directed to their right End, 
and entruſted to proper Perſons, will anſwer 
that twofold Defign of Chriſtianity, 1. to 
55 prevent the Miſchiefs occaſioned by irregular 
| Ambition, and 2. to furniſh us with ſuch 
Men, as ſhall effectually ſecure to every So- 
ciety its intended Happineſs, this being the 
End of all Power and Diſtinction whatever. 
To take away that Authority and Dignity is, 


in 
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other, dach as may anſwer its End to Socie- 


(10) 


in Effect, to deſtroy Society: For no Society 


can ſubſiſt without them. And, therefore, 
our Saviour never abated any Thing of this 


Sort, nowithſtanding his great Humility and 
Condeſcention; as is manifeſt from theſe 


Words ———— o after he had waſhed their 


Feet, and had taken his garments, and was ſet 
down again, he ſaid unto them, Know ye what 


T have done unto you? ye call me Maſter, and 


Tord: And ye ſay well, for jo J am, John xiii. 


12, 13. —— What remains therefore is, that 


ſuch as is intended: ſuch as 1s right and will 
anſwer its End, 

In the next Place, we grant, ſuch Autho- 
rity and Dignity are a Snare to weak Minds, 


and that it is here human Nature generally 


fails us. You ſay, Dock the Authority, and 


diminiſh the Dignity, for there is no other 


Way to prevent that Miſchief; but this is 
what we deny and diſapprove. Authority, 
ſo far as it is crampt, is no Authority; and 


Dignity, that ſhall be trampled upon of thoſe 7 
it ſhould lead, or awe into good Behaviour, 


is no Dignity. As therefore, ſuch Authori- 


ty and Diſtinction are neceſlary, it is neceſſa- 


ry the one be capable of reaching to all Caſes 
requiring it, or have its full Force; and the 


ty. 


Vyou diſtinguiſh in this Manner and then inſiſt 
ſo far as is in your Power, that the Authori- 
ty to which you ſubmit, and the Dignity you 
own yourſelf obliged to acknowledge, be 
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ty. And this cannot be accompliſhed in any 
other Way, than reaching what is expected 
from ſuch Perſons, inculcating the Virtues, 


and preparing them for the Practice of them 


by a proper Education; ſo that the whole 


Streſs will now lie upon a proper Education, 


and that Men be acquainted with that two- 


fold Deſign, be inſtructed ſo as to diſtinguiſh 


betwixt irregular and laudable Ambition, 
underſtand the Nature and End of all Power 
and Diſtinction, and be ſo principled as to at- 
tend to that End, and to meaſure their Hap- 
pineſs by the Degree in which that End is 
promoted by them, and to think other Things 
of no Moment; nay, injurious and pernici- 
- ous without it. Which being ſuppoſed, tis 


plain ſuch Power and Diſtinction muſt be 


- juſt and regular. Private Judgment is al- 


lowed, nay Men are called upon to uſe it; 


and yet, after all, they are obliged to ſub- 
mit to that Authority, and to acquieſce in 


that Diſtinction, not as Things arbitrarily 
impoſed upon them; but as the Reaſon of 
the Thing itſelf, and the common Good of 


the Society demands, they ſhould ſubmit to 


and acquieſce in them. ; 
This, as I take it, is the general Senſe of 
this Nation upon this Head. For which 
Reaſon, though they are watchful againſt, 


and impatient of all Power beyond what is 
; reaſonable, and may anſwer its End, yet are 


they cautious not to diſable it, or render it 
in- 
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ji WE. incapable of anſwering that End. And what 


Wi is true in regard of the civil Magiſtrate, is 
mr true in regard of eccleſiaſtical. Every Thing 
* Rneceſſary to the attaining that End is allow'd 
= and approved: and though Corruption and 
1 Weakneſs there will be, nor can it be pre- 
| vented, yet this is what gives the Conſtitu- 


. tiou in Church and State the Character it 
| claims, that 1s, that it 1s ſuch as to anſwer 
| the Ends of Government, and to make Men 
WH happy in their ſeveral Stations; and is not 
it 5 built upon a falſe Baſis, nor obliged to che- 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 riſh Error and pernicious Doctrines, nor to 
3 ſuppreſs the Truth, nor to guard againſt In- 
„ novation, that is, againſt Light and Liberty, 


nay againſt the natural and unalienable 
* Rights of the People, for fear of Alteration. 
Wl The Conſtitution then ſo far muſt be 
right. But do Men act agreeably, or is there 


9 »— Dy, » of: oa WY 
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i 5 
i leſs Ambition, leſs Emulation in worldly 
iff Things, leſs Averſion to the moſt momen- 
[ti | TD 4 

ili tous Truths, than in other Nations? Are 


1 Men more publick-ſpirited, more deſirous of 
i | the Succeſs and Propagation of the Golpel _ 
| 


ii here than elſewhere? Is the Thing propoſed 
Wi buy that Goſpel their Aim, or are there other 
* ein ien . 

0 In Anſwer to this we ſay, that there are 
Numbers with whom the firſt is the Caſe, 
4 X and in Praiſe of whom it is not poſſible to 
lt fay enough, ſhould one be ſo vain as to at- 
If tempt it. But of the common Run, the beſt 2 
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8 8 can ſay is, that we plead guilty. A good 
4 Conſtitution we don't want, nor. to know, 
= hat the Nature of ſuch a one is, or where- 
in it conſiſts; but Practice we do. -- Good." 
. God: that ſo excellent a Rule ſhould lie be- 
fore Men, and they ſhould frequently offer 
up their Prayers for its Succeſs, without uſing 
the Means within their Power! that a Reli- 
gion ſhould be eſtabliſh'd in the Name of 
Chriſt, and yet the Deſign of that Religion 
1 ſhould be ſo little regarded or even under- 
ſtood! It is true, Men are not yet raiſed up 
to that Height of Knowledge and exalted 
Generoſity, which ſhould make them vie in 
Inſtances of true Wiſdom and Goodneſs on- 
ly: They have not learnt to be of ſuch 
> Temper as to ſeek Occaſions of improving 
the Virtue, and, in conſequence, the Hap- 
TR pineſs of thoſe around them; and as far as 
: poflible of all Mankind: They are not ſtu- 
dious of and bent upon the Ways and Means 
of doing ſo, nor deſirous of the Capacity 
for the Work- ſake: They have not yet 
learnt not to mind high Things, and to con- 
- deſcend to Men of low Eſtate, according to 
the true Meaning of thoſe Words, as they 
are ought to do: And this is an unſpeakable 
© Miſchief to their Fellow-Creatures, as it 
> treads down all Virtue and real Merit, and 
makes them Things of no Moment in Life; ; 
and as it deprives Thouſands and Millions of 
E that . and Tenderneſs ro which they 
1 have 
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have a Right by Nature, be their Circums | 
ſtances what they will. But as certainly as 
the World now is in the Condition you ſee, 
this muſt be the Caſe. And why then ſhould 


you fret at what ſhall have ſo fine a Cure! 
Why torment yourſelf with that Pride, In- 
confideration and Blindneſs, which infinite 


_ Wiſdom hath thought fit ro permit for fo 
grand a Purpoſe! Is there any Evil in Life, 
for which God hath not provided an effe- 


Qual Remedy! Is any Thing projected by him 


mean or low! And if one. Part of the Spe- 


cies ſhall thus aſcend, will it not draw the 
other after it, however born in Times leſs 


_ enlightened, or under other diſadvantageous 
Circumſtances! Will not the Time come 


when true Knowledge ſhall increaſe and be- 


get in Men ſuch a Longing to ſee the Things 
_ propos d, accompliſhed, as ſhall give them 
an entire Hatred and Averſion to whatever 
obſtructs it! Is not the Good intended by it 
ſufficient for this ! And ſhould Men then ſee 


their beſt Friends or neareſt Relations ſo per- 


verſe as to endeavour to prevent it, muſt not 
that neceſſarily turn their Hearts againſt 


them, and make them contrive by all pofli- 


ble Means to bring them over! View the 
Species as it now is, and THY 


Here you find Millions labouring under 


the moſt grievous Hardſhips, the poor ig- 
norant Slaves of thoſe wicked Men who 
„ ä 3 treat 
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| treat them unmercifully and cruelly, and to 


1 | their ſhame be it ſpoken, know no better. 
lere are Millions again lying under all 
the Diſadvantages of either no Education, or 


of one that is worſe than none. Their Minds 


are entirely perverted, their Cuſtoms groſs, 
and ſometimes barbarous and horrid. 

Here again are Millions drawn into an 
a Impoſture, and ſuffering the ſad Effects of 


arbitrary and lawleſs Power. Their Under- 
ſtandings are crampt, and their Souls debas'd 


buy the miſerable Uſage they meet with. 
HAere are Millions again trick d and de- 
luded by ſuch as ſhould have taught them 
the right Way, and glorying in the Shackles | 
of Bigotry and Error. 
Here are Millions again, where the Truth 
= is much boaſted of, and yet the real Know- 
= ledge is in little or no Eſteem; nay, where 
they are generally the greateſt Strangers to 
tit, upon whoſe Example, Influence and En- 
cCouragement, its Succeſs ſeems to depend. 
Others are engaged in the Purſuits of the 
World, elated or dejected as Fortune ſmiles 
or frowns, but unable to mount up to and 
{et before them what is truly praiſe-worthy. = 
And others, unmindtul of the Dignity of 

their rational Nature, and inſenſible of the 
Neceſſity of enquiring after the Divine Will, 
ſpend their Days in a ſtupid Drudgery, 
pleas d if they can attain a feys Neceſlarics, 
ag my partake, upon Occaſion, in ſuch 
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Gratifications as could not be reliſh'd but by 
Minds degraded beneath themſelves: Add 


here the Vices of the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind, which in reality are not only great but 


monſtrous. View the Species, I ſay, all the 


World over,and this you will find their Caſe. 


And this is what God permits, not for any 


Thing that at preſent can be ſaid in Praiſe 

of ſuch a Syſtem of Creatures; but becauſe 

that Syſtem, of which this is for the moſt 
part the true Idea, ſhall open its Underſtand- 
ing, and taking in that Rule, produce the 
Fruits of it; namely, that Virtue, that mo- 
ral Perfection, that Love of our Fellow 
Creatures, that Regard to the Honour of 
the Author, and the Relations 1 in Life it was 
intended to produce. *Tis thus the Goſpel 
ſhall at laſt be diffus'd, and like many other 
Things, have an amazing Run among Men ; 
only with this Difference indeed, that it ſhall 


never fail, never more undergo the leaſt 


Adulteration. 5 
As ſtrange and abſurd Doctrines have been 


deduced from Scripture miſunderſtood, ſo the 
fine Plans that have been raiſed thence by 
wiſe and good Men, in order to recommend 


it, have ſufficiently {truck at the Vices and 


Enormities in Life in general; and this cer- 


tainly is one main Thing. But what 1 have 73 
oft thought juſt Matter of Complaint i is, that 


they ſeem to reſt here, when it is plain there 
is not only a moral, but likewiſe a political 
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Deſign there: not to ſet up new Sorts of — 
Government, but to bring all Government 
and Diſtinction to ſuch a State and Condition 
as to make them anſwer their End, and to 
bind all Perſons to attend to that End as 
they ſhould do; to render all Things what 
they were originally deſigned to be, and muſt 
be, e er they can produce that Order and 
1 Happineſs, for the Sake of which they were 
made; to teach Men to abſtract themſelves 
not only from the Corruption, but from the 
preſent Model of the World, and to ſee 
- » Things in another Light; a Light commu= 
nicated by the Divine Spirit himſelf ; that is, 
in plain Engliſb, to lay aſide all other Emu- 
lation, and to ſtrive to abound (as I ſaid be- 
fore) in Inſtances of true Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs only; to abhor the Pride and Vanity, the a 
Luxury and Grandeur of the World, and the oY 
World itſelf, conſider'd as a Scene of ambi- 
tious, covetous and ſenſual Men, and model'd 
according to the Notions of ſuch Men; and 
1 to learn to find out and feel the Wants and 
- Miſeries occaſioned by them, and to be im- 
/ KF parient for their Redreſs; to be intent upon 
1 raiſing Men into that Character, by which 
ld | they muſt of courſe become Objects of the 
- | greateſt Eſteem; to beget in chemſelves this 
Diſpoſition, and to ute all poſſible Means 
that others do ſo too. This, after the De- 
ſtruction of Vice and Wickedneſs, is the 
Deſign of Chriſtianity, and what compleats 
OE ren 5 the 
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the Idea of it. And I have inſiſted the more 
upon it, becauſe the Converſion and Refor- 
mation of Mankind in general ſo manifeſtly 
depends upon the Principles imbib'd, the 
Example ſet, and the Influence us'd by ſuch 
Perſons; I mean Men of Fortune and Figure 
in the World, or of Place and Preferment 
either in Church or State. And all I ſhall 
add upon this Head, is, that till they are got 
into this Road, the Advantages they enjoy 
are nothing, however they may be tranſport- 
ed with them, and have Multitudes for their 

Admirers. 2. That it muſt be an ill Sign, 
when Men quarrel with or negle& a Rule 
whoſe End is to raiſe them up to Glory, by 
firſt bringing them down to what muſt be 
the Foundation of it, good Senſe and good 
Nature. And, 3. That taking human Life 
in this View, diverſify'd as it is with ſo many 
Characters, ſuch a Variety of Circumſtances 
and Events, and ſuper intended for ſo good 
an End, nothing can be more beautiful, ex- 
cept the Evils occaſion'd by ſuch Men; 
which Evils will, in the laſt Reſult, be found 
no Evils to any but the Authors of them; 
and even to theſe, the Way to eſcape is eaſy ; 
and when they are in that Way, the Conſe- 
quence is Satisfaction and Joy in their preſent 
State, ariſing from the Confideration of that 
which is to come, without abridging them 
of any one reaſonable Gratifi cation 
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To gain this End, it is neceſſary that Rule 


be recommended in ſuch manner, if poſſi- 
ble, as not to be reſiſted; and in order to 


this, that we be determined about the Na- 


ture of our Rule, inſtead of that Variety of 


Opinions which fo much weaken the Cauſe, 


and ſeem to keep us at a full Stand. Of 
which what clearer Inſtance can you have, 
than the different Judgments of Men about 
the Inſpiration of Scripture? It is plain, in 
the Holy Scriptures are contained Things 
immediately inſpired by God, which it is 
our Buſineſs to ſearch out; and which, if 
us'd aright by us, will anſwer their Deſign. 


But we cannot, without great Care, pretend 


to ſay where ſuch Inſpiration was given, and 
where not. Whence this grand Inconveni- 


ence hath happen'd, vg. that the Adverſaries 


finding Men unprepared here, have objected 


to fuch Things contained in the Rule, as 
could not in their Way of underſtanding 


them be defended. And then others finding 


Objections brought, but no Satisfaction given 


where it might juſtly be expected and de- 7 
manded, have rejected the Rule. Whereas 


raiſe what Conteſts you pleaſe about the 
Old and New Teſtament ; let there appear 
real Forgery, as every Thing , Jo far as it de- 


pends upon human Conduct, n 2it be own'd 
ſubject to it, yet this mutt ſignify nothing, if 


what I have ſaid be right, hat is, if 3 5 
1 a a perfect Rule there; and the Reaſon we 
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value it is, that the Creation and Permiſſion 
of this World, admitting that true, may be 
reconcil'd to the Divine Goodneſs ; but upon 
no other Suppoſition can be ſo. Which Po- 
ſition gives ſuch Strength to the Chriſtian 


Cauſe, it is ſurprizing this Method was not 


inſiſted on before, and that an implicit Faith 


was not only thought neceſſary in Popiſh 


Countries, but ſomewhat of that Sort, even 
amongſt the Reformed ; it having been urg'd 
as a certain Truth, that there is a Merit in 
Believing, abſtracted from its End; and that 
God requires an entire. Reſignation of our 
Reaſon to Him, with other Things of the 


like erroneous and pernicious Nature; When 
it ſhould have been ſaid, We believe, becauſe - 


we have the utmoſt Reaſon to 40 ſo, and 


cannot poſſibly avoid it. By which Means, : 
inſtead of complaining of Infidelity, and 


imputing it wholly to the Wickedneſs and 


Prophaneneſs of the Age, but evading the 


Point we ſhould lay Streſs ON, Or giving a 


Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, or a ſa- 


tisfactory Anſwer, we thould approach the 
Enemy's Camp, and dare them to the Com- 
bat. In a word, the Deſign of the Creation 


is, that Men be happy, and every Thing that 
coincides with that is right; and whatever 
is introduc'd into Society deviating therefrom, 


or calculated for Men in their Contentions 


with each other, in any other Way than pro- 
moting, that 18, whether you call it Religion, 


1 Law, 


85 ( 21 ) 
Law, Government, or Civil Diſtinction, an 
injurious weak Thing: And the true Defini- 


tion of Faith is this, vis. That we believe 


Things will be fo conducted as to anſwer 
that Deſign to ſuch as ſhall deſerve it, toge- 
ther with all Things neceſſary and eſſential 
to the Scheme and Nature of that Conduct. 
Thus the Truth itfelf would not be irre- 
ſiſtible only, but our Defence of it too. And 
as the Character into which Men are to be 
raiſed hereby is moſt excellent, and an In- 
ſtance of the fineſt Taſte, it muſt be a moſt 
fatal Blow, a moſt ruinous Reproach, an ir- 
reverſible Downfal to the Pretences of thoſe 
Wits who are valued for having diſcovered 
an Impoſture here, and expoling a Thing 
ſo deſerving, as they weakly imagin'd, to the 
Scorn of Men. Which Character, as you 
ſearch, and your Scope is, Conviction only 
riſes naturally out of the Materials us'd, re- 
fines your Taſte, as well as confirms your 
Belief ; at the ſame Time you are preſented 
With a Rule compleat in itſelf, adapted to 
the Scheme of the Divine Providence all a- 
long, and that may be defended upon the 
Foot of Reaſon only. So that though the 
Force of the Argument from Miracles may 
be evaded through the Miſmanagement of 
Men who have ſubſtituted falſe ones, after 
the true were ceas d, and thereby given a 
Handle to that Pretence, yet the Truth of 
chis Diſpenſation cannot be ſo; becauſe, if 
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you only appeal to the Texts prefix d to theſe 
Diſcourſes, and to the Things ſuggeſted by, 


and deduc'd from them; this is as clear as any 


one ſelf-evident Propoſition, And farther, 


If there is a compleat Rule here, it muſt 
follow, that there can be no Inſpiration. 1 


mean, ſuch as was neceſſary to compleat 
that Rule; and therefore all Pretences to an 


Thing of that ſort muſt be Weakneſs. How 


God, who ſuperintends all Events, will ſpread 
the everlaſting Goſpel, is not for us to know. 


We can demonſtrate, that in his own Time 


he will certainly do ſo; but muſt wait till 


that Tune arrive, and the Things of the 
World are in Readineſs. In the mean Time, 


we can prove, that the Goſyel is what no 
Man in his right Senſes can reject, and with 


God nothing can be more ealy than to give 
Succeſs to it 


When I ſpeak of the Excellence of the 


Eſtabliſhment, I expect others make the 


ſame Allowance I do; that is, having found 
there is a general Conſonance there to the 


Thing propos'd, and nothing groſly or even 
unqueſtionably erroneous, this I reckon a ſuf- 
ficient and undeniable Recommendation of 
that Eſtabliſhment to me. Notwithſtanding 
which, when I praiſe it, this is not to be 
underſtood, as being excluſive of Improve- 
ment, or as if all Things there were ſuch as 
not to be capable of being better'd; neither 
are they commended any farther than as they 
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were approved by Men who deſigned and 
judg'd well, but diſclaimed all Pretence to In- 
fallibility; who judg'd freely themſelves, and 
expected others ſhould do fo too; and whoſe 
Judgments may be ſet aſide as Reaſon ſhall 
appear, and the Good to be done by it ſhall 
point it our. Which Allowance is ever ne- 
ceſſarily to be made, becauſe we cannot pre- 
tend to Perfection; and yet wherever this Al- 
lowance is made, and Things are drawing to- 
wards that Perfection, and in the Way al- 
ready, this, we ſay, is the next Thing to it, 

and the utmoſt that can be expected. It is 
true, indeed, an eſtabliſh'd Religion is the 
Voice of Nature; - bur then it muſt be con- 
ſider d, 1. That it is difficult to eſtabliſh 
one that thall have no Flaws in it. 2. That 
vhere- ever ſuch Flaws are found, every Man, 
as bound to promote the Cauſe of Truth 
for the common Good of Mankind, is bound 
likewiſe to bear witneſs againſt ſuch F laws, 
And if you call to mind what Sort of Reli- 
gion Mankind have all along ſet up and eſta- 
bliſhed, you will ſoon own how far they have 
ever been from eſtabliſhing the true one. For 
Chriſtianity being what puts an End to other 
Religions,ſhows they were all wrong; the Re- 
formation ſhews Chriſtianicy itſelf as model'd 
by Men, was quite perverted; Differences 
among the Reformed ſhow there i is ſtill Want 
of e ee in moſt Places; and the Na- 


ture of Things tells us, that great Improve- 
80 4 ments 
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ments may yet be made, even in the beſt Re- 


ligion now ſubſiſting in the World. In ſhort, 


the greateſt Difficulties in our Way are At- 
tachment to Eſtabliſhments and Parties; all 
which are yet to be broke through and ſur- 


mounted, e'er Mankind can attain the Truth 
ſtrictly ſo called; and that is the beſt Reli- 
gion which approaches neareſt to it now, 
and which prepares Men with Reſolution 


and Bravery, as well as proper Principles, 
to break through and ſurmount them. W here 
Things are repugnant to, and evaſive of the 


Deſign of Chriſtianity, as in moſt Countries, 


there every Man that has his Eyes open is 


obliged, at his utmoſt Peril, to bear witneſs 
againſt them ; and where there is the greateſt 
Conſonance, and nothing ſeemingly errone- 
ous, yet it is every Man's Duty, even there, 


to lift well, and to endeavour, by all manner 


of Ways conſiſtent with the Good of the 
Community, to bring Things nearer to their 


intended Perfection. And where there is this 
Conſonance in the Eſtabliſhment, and this 
Spirit, this Diſpoſition is found in the Mem- 


bers of that Community, I doubt not to ſay, 
there is the true Church of Chriſt; not in 


its Perfection indeed, which! is the End of 


all, but in its Progreſs to it. 


But whatever may be ſaid of Eſtabliſn 
ments, which are the Works of Men only, 
it is manifeſt the World ſtood in need of a 


compleat Rule of Life. And this, I ſay, is 


contained 
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A contained in the Holy Scriptures, and is not 


to be found elſewhere. I find indeed theſe 
g 1 Words dropt by an ingenious and very learned 
Antiquarian, dig. True Chriſtianity as deli- 
. vered by its Author and his Diſciples, is quite 
another Thing than what Bigots and Fanatics 
are wont to repreſent it. It enjoins and for- 

| bids nothing in Moral Practice, but what 
Natural Religion had enjoin'd and forbid ; 
neither indeed could it, becauſe one of God's 
© Revelations cannot contradict another, and 
becauſe he gave us the firſt to judge all others 
125 Accordingly, we find, that though it be 
one of the great Ends of Chriſtianity (though 
not the main and peculiar End, as we ſhall 
© ſhew hereafter) to advance the Practice of 
Moral Virtue amongſt Men, Holy Scripture 
does not contain any regular or compleat 

N Sytem or Digeſt of Moral Laws; the occa- 
: | fional Precepts there delivered, how excel- 
5 lent and divine ſoever, ariſing only from the 
2 3 and Circumſtances that were 
the Subjects of thoſe Preachings and Wri- 
rings in which ſuch Precepts are found. For 
75 the reſt For a general Knowledge of the 
15 whole Body of Moral Duty, the great Pan- 
2) dect of the Law of Nature is held open by 
them to be ſearch' d and ſtudy'd. Finally, 
5 ſays the Apoſtle, Whatſcever things are true, 
= whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things 
are Juſt, hase dur things are lovely, what jo- 
I ever 
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ever things are of good Report, think on (chat 


is, ſtudy) cheſe things. 


To which I anſwer, Whatever the Con- 
junctures and Occaſions might be upon which 
the Precepts were delivered, it is eaſy to put 


them together, and to view their Aim. The 


Law of Nature, the Light, Reaſon, Con- 
fcience of Men, were not intended to be ſer 
aſide. This it is monſtrous but to name. 


But there may be a Deſign there, to which 


the Precepts may be adapted, and anſwering, 
that make a compleat Syſtem of Morality, 


_ aiding not annulling whatever might be faid 5 


by the wiſeſt Heathens, and ſuch as nothing 


can be added to it, or ſpar'd out of it. 


Of the relative Duties, except ſuch as have 


been egregiouſly tranſgreſſed, it cannot be ſup- 
pos' d you are to find here a downright For- 


mulary. For theſe are ſufficiently provided 
for by the Light of every Man's own Mind. 
But as Mankind had forſook the Law of 
Nature, the Law neceſſarily to be obſerved, 


the Rules eſſential to their Happineſs, it was 


neceſſary they ſhould be recalled. And here 
it is the Precepts of Chriſtianity come in. 

The Baſis of the whole is Life eternal, 
brought to Light, or delivered with full Au- 


thority, and tender'd upon Terms agreeable 
to the Nature of their Caſe, and fo as to 
anſwer the beſt and wiſeſt End. This is the 
Baſis; and the next Thing is Repentance. 
The next 1s to ſeek the Kingdom of God and 
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its Righteouſneſs; in which ſingle Precept is 
graſpt together whatever is contained in the 
Fuaw of Nature, and whatever may be added 
1 by the creative Power of God himſelf : The 
next is true Heroiſm, or never to depart or 
> ſhrink from what is right, in any Cafe what- 
"ever : The next is the Love of Mankind, to 
/ 'be exerted in bearing witneſs to and promoting 
the Truth, as being the greateſt Good: To 
lay aſide what might hinder its Progreſs, to 
Z> make that Progreſs your ſupreme Aim and 
„„ Delight, and to act agreeably in all Things: 
To poſtpone every Thing to it, particularly 
8 ſuch Things as are purtued by the ambiti- 
 * ous, covetous and ſenſual : To keep to the 
Practice of the relative Duties in an exem- 
p- plary Way; by this Means doing your Part 
rin Life, and at the ſame Time ſetting for- 
ed ward what is here intended: To poſſeſs your 
1d. 2; Mind with ſuch Deſire of it, as to be offended 
at whatever obſtructs it, however otherwiſe 
related to you; and to ſtudy to be prepared 
to ſuffer and even die for its Sake, ſhould 
ere need be. Add the Inſtructions for begetting 
in Men the Virtues and Qualifications pro- 
per to the receiving, teaching and propaga- 
ting it; the witeſt ever given; and that to 
ble ſuch as make this Faith the Principle of their 
to Conduct, all Crimes paſt are forgiven, all 
their preſent Failings are provided againſt, 
in caſe of ſuch Conduct; that all Motives 
and and Afiſtances that can be made uſe of, are 
ww Py made 
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made uſe of, and moſt perfect in their Kind; = 
that all Things avail, or otherwiſe, as they 
beget in us this Diſpoſition ; and that when- 7 
ever this ſhall be the Caſe, the Conſequence 
muſt be, that every Man muſt be happy in 


himſelf, and 2. in others. In himſelt, be- 


cauſe ſurrounded with endleſs Advantages, 
provided he performs his Duty, and knows 
his own Happineſs; and in others, becauſe 
they muſt be of ſuch Temper as he muſt 
wiſh they ſhould be; and 3. becauſe in 
whatever Nation this Rule is received and 
followed, its Government, and every Thing 
elſe belonging to it, muſt be what, ſetting 
aſide all irregular Deſires, he muſt wiſh they 
ſhould be. And the ſame may be ſaid of 
the World in general. 


In the mean time, granting this is not the 


Caſe, or that neither the World in general, 
nor any one particular Nation is ſuch, but 
in a great Meaſure the Reverſe, here are Sup- 
ports, and a certain Remedy prepared to his 
Hand. Add, that the Rule is ſo amiable as 


to want no Recommendation, fo back'd as 


to want no Authority, and ſo circumſtanced, 
it cannot fail of Succeſs. All which Things 
are ſo clearly held out in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, together with whatever elſe is neceſ- 
ſary, it cannot with Juſtice be affirmed, they 

don't contain any regular or compleat Sy- 
ſtem or Digeſt of Moral Duties, when, on 
the contrary, it is ſo plain they contain one 
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ſeo perfect, it is impoſſible to conceive any 
Thing ſhould be added to it, or ſpar'd out 
of it, as one might reaſonably imagine they 
7 muſt do, were we unable to give an Inſtance 
ol it, or to make it appear. 5 


Another Thing, which I think ſome ſort 


of Contradiction to what is here ſaid, and 
Diminution to the Rule itſelf, is thus ex- 
2 preſsd:—He (Milton) found Homer poſſeſs d 
= of the Province of Morality ; Virgil of Po- 


litics; and nothing left for him but that of 


Religion. This he ſeiz'd, as aſpiring to ſhare 


with them in the Government of the Poetic 


World; and by Means of the ſuperior Dig- 
nity of his Subject, got to the Head of that 
Triumvirate which took ſo many Ages in 
forming. Theſe are the three Species of the 
Epic Poem; for its largeſt Province is hu- 
man Action, which can be conſider'd but in 
ga a moral, a political, or religious View; and 


theſe the three great Creators of them ; for 
each of theſe Poems was ſtruck out at a 
Heat, and came to Perfection from its firſt 


1 Eſſay. Here then the grand Scene is clos'd, 
and all further Improvements of the Epic at 


an End. 


If by this is meant, that Morality was 
carry'd up to its Height by Homer, Policy 
by Virgil, and Religion by Milton, and this 


be true, we have nothing to do but to en- 
deavour to acquire a right Underſtanding of, 
and to raiſe our Taſte up to theſe three fine 
45 Authors; 
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(39) 
Authors: For by this Means we ſhall be- 
come Maſters of every 'Thing of Moment to 
us. But without minding what the Critics 
| may ſay of the Nature of an Epic Poem, it 
ſeems abſurd to ſuppoſe any one of the three 
has done what is here ſuggeſted. The Rea- 
ſon is, all Morality, Policy, Religion, thar 
| can be ſaid to be perfect, muſt begin where 
| this Rule does, and propoſe the End it pro- 
| oſes. It muſt begin with removing that 
| Selfiſhneſs of human Nature, which hath * 
ever perverted the Hearts of Men, however 
brave, wiſe, or learned. And no Morality, no 
Policy, no Religion, no Syſtem of this Sort, 
can be true, or of much Value, but that 
which teaches to reverſe that, and to build 
your Conduct or Character upon that Prin- 
ciple which bids you look forward to the 
State mention'd, and to endeavour to ſhine 
in it. This is the Doctrine taught by Divine 
Inſpiration; and if you would act as the Na- 
ture of Things demands, neceſſarily to be 
comply'd with, and with which he who 
complies will not think Achilles or Hector, 
/Eneas or Ulyſſes, the Characters he is to 
emulate ; but having found in what Manner 
he muſt exert himſelf, in order to do the 
greateſt Good to Mankind, this will be his 
Province,—A Province not yet ſeiz'd by any 
Epic Writer, nor inſiſted on by Milton, tho 
Religion was his Theme.—A Province cer- 
tainly the nobleſt in the World, though by 
| 3 NO 


. ( 3 A ) : 

1 no Means a popular one. And the Cha- 
racter hath been drawn to the Life, notwith- 
7 | ſtanding it does not hit the common Taſte. 
And it is a clear Demonſtration of the Per- 
fection of this Rule, and of the Defect, I 
had almoſt ſaid Impertinence, of all others, 
though embelliſh'd and grac'd with all the 
9 Advantages the greateſt Wits could throw 
about them, that in the preſent Circum- 


very, the Re- eſtabliſhment of the Truth; and 
no moral Character, however well drawn, 


| propos'd to Imitation, in which that is not 
the prime, the moſt ſhining Part. So that 

I conclude, that if an Epic Poem may be 
& ſaid to intend Inſtruction, and to be valua- 


But then this Want is ſupply'd by the Hi- 


- & ftory of the Life and Paſſion of our Saviour, 
and by the Precepts delivered by him and 


his 1 


) 3 -To bi m, to him "tis 91 ven 

rl Paſſim py Care, and Anguiſh to deſtroy : 

e Thro him ſoft Peace and Plenitude of Foy 
s I Perpetual o er the MV. orld redeem d ſhall flow. 


, . Which 1 is 10 far tight. But, 


No more may Man enquire or Angel know, 


ſtances of the World the ſupreme Object of 
= every truly great Mind mult be the 3 


can be ſaid to be ſuch as may properly be 


ble from its Uſe, we {till want an Epic Poem. 
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is not ſo; becauſe, let the Doctrine be un- 
derſtood and practiſed, and this muſt be the 
Conſequence; not through ſupernatural In- 


fluences or internal Operations, though thoſe 
are proper in their Place, but by a direct in- 


telligible Conformity of the Principles and 


Actions of Men to it. At the ſame Time 


aſſure yourſelf God will bring the World to 


chat Knowledge and Practice. For, for this 


End was it made, and the Rule is connate to 
its Idea, and antecedent to its Exiſtence. 

To raiſe Mankind to the higheſt Pitch of 
Virtue, which, as I obſerved before, is Be- 
nevolence to be exerted in the Reſtoration or 


 Re-eſtabliſhment of the loſt Truth. Thus, 
ſuccouring the preſent Syſtem in the beſt 


Manner, and preparing for another propoſed 


as the End of this, in Concurrence with 


the Divine Providence all along, and agree- 
ably to the Principles planted in us, and 
which beſpeak this, and to the Nature and 
Tendency of the Chriſtian Precepts, 1s either 


right, or it is impoſſible to know what is ſo. 
For what is the Thing propoſed here? Is it 
nat that Men act as they ought? To your 
Natural Religion then ſuperadd this — That it 


1s your prime Duty to aim at this. What 
Objection? Tis plain there can be none. If 
then there is no Objection to it conſider'd 
as an Article of Natural Religion, you muſt 
either receive it as propos d here, or ſhew a 
Mason why you won' 4 comply with whar is 


impos'd 
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it upon yourſelf, had you known your own 
greateſt Intereſt. If you can't do this, you 
muſt own it is reaſonable to admit that Me- 


thod. And that this is the Method you 


ſhould admit, is plain, becauſe it anſwers 


every wiſe and good End you can think of. 


And if this be true, this Propoſition muſt 
follow, viz. That the Revelation made by 
Chriſt may be accounted for in a rational 
Way, and demonſtrated from its Effects, 


and our Principles in regard of Religion, 


Government and Civil Life, may be ſuch as 


can neither be rejected nor exceeded. The 
Conſequence of which let them conſider 


whom it moſt concerns. Zeal for Eſtabliſh- 


ments is pernicious, as we ſee, but Zeal for 
Truth is Strength and Glory. Let us not 
then be zealous for our Eſtabliſhment only, 
but for the Truth, that ſo the Eſtabliſh- 
ment may receive the Benefit of it. They, 


in particular, who have read the Diſtur- 


bances in the Church occaſioned by the moſt 
trifling Diſputes from the Beginning, and 
conſider what Miſchiefs they have caus'd, 
muſt be pleas'd to find this Rule, which 

hath been ſo much wreſted ard miſapply'd 

in itſelf, the moſt rational and beneficial 
Rule imaginable ; that let Men be guided 
by it, and they muſt of conſequence be the 
beſt Magiſtrates, Subjects, Maſters, Servants, 


D Friends, 


impos d by God, when it is manifeſt, had 
he not done ſo, you ought to have impos'd. 
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Friends, Companions, Soldiers, Dealers, and 


whatever elfe you can deſire; that the whole 


World ſo principled muſt make a compleat 
Syſtem of rational Creatures, as happy in 
themſelves and others, and in every reſpect, 

as was intended. And they who are griev'd 
at the Differences of Men abour Things not 
eſſential to the main Deſign, muſt be pleas'd 
to find, that the main Deſign 1s no other than 


and to the Practice of what that rigbt Un. 


derſtanding ſhall dictate to them affording all 


the Directions and Materials neceſſary; 


that let them pretend to what they pleaſe, 


—be politic, rch, learned, honourable, 
powerful; yet all this is nothing, nei- 


ther can there be any thing truly valuable in 
them, till they have got this xu Tf, 
this new Way of Thinking and Acting here 
inculcated ; and though the boaſted Works 


of the fineſt 1 with all their Life 
and Fire, and whatever you can aſcribe to 


them, muſt fink in their Eſtcem, yet this 


will be compenſated by what is ſo manifeſt- 


ly the true Light, requiring Power ſhould 


anſwer the End of Power, Diſtinction of 


Diſtinction, Learning of Learning, and that 
the Pleaſure Men have in Life ſhould not 
riſe from the Conſideration of the Things. 
themſelves, but from the Conſideration of 7 
the Good done to the Public by them. 3 


Tis 
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Conformity of Principle and Action to the 


8 Doctrine taught in a ſupernatural Way, tho” 
in itſelf the moſt rational Thing in the 


World, being in reality no more than ab- 
ſtracting us from that Model of Life, into 


which the World is degenerated, and teach- 
ing us to think and act according to that 
Order, which being obſei vd, every Thing 


would anſwer its End: This Confornitcs. 
J ſay, has been look'd upon as myſterious, 
as a ſupernatural Birth produced in Men by 
the working of the Spirit immediately. But 


= this is certainly ſtraining the Thing too far. 
For though the Minds of the firit Teachers 
were fo influenc'd, as was neceſſary, yet 
there cannot be that! Neceſſity for that In- 
fluence now the Doctrine is taught. And a 


bare Compliance with that Doctrine is un- 
doubtedly ſufficient, eſpecially if you add 
to it the Aſſiſtance of the ſame Spirit when- 


ever it ſhall be needful; and as he who con- 


forms thereto mutt act ſo as to produce that 
Happineſs which would be” 


iſtinction, Learn- 


ing of Learning, all the World over. And 
though it ſhould be granted, that the Pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity, tuch, I mean, as have 
an immediate Tendency to draw Men into 
a better State, might have been found out 
and taught by the due Exerciſe of human 


D 2 | Reaſon 


'Tis true indeed, this Regeneration, this 
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be to effect it. So that except the Deiſts can 


thod, or ſhew how the Rule they ſhall pro- 
Rule and Method, and thinking it an In- 


ſacred Text may have been made, the Things 
propos d there are ſo eaſy to be underſtood, 
and ſo correſpondent to the Principles of 


ſible they ſhould be rejected by them, eſpe- 


1s right, however incommodious that may 
be, or whatever he ſuffer by it, depending 


been pretty well underſtood by the wiſer 
Heathens ; as is evident from the following 
Lines. - 33% ep 


( 30) 
Reaſon only, yet ſtill a Method there muſt 


produce us a Rule attended with ſuch a Me- 


duce may obtain its Effects without one, it is 
Impertinence to blame us for approving this 


ſtance of the beſt Senſe to do ſo. 5 
In ſhort: Whatever Interpretations of tage 


every Man's own Heart, it is almoſt impoſ—- 


cially when view'd in their true Light. For 
the Law of Nature — the Order to be ob- 
ſerv'd by Men, is — That each contribute to 
the Good of the whole: that, in order to 
riſe into a diſtinguiſh'd Character, he be able 
to deny himſelf any preſent Gratification for 
that Purpoſe; that he adhere ſteddily to what 


upon the divine Being for the Conſequence, 
This is neceſſary to the Support and Im- 
provement of the World, and ſeems to have 
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— Hi mores, bac duri immota Catonis 
Sefa fuit, ſervare modum finemg; tenere, 


Naturamg; ſequi, putriæq; impendere vitam, 


Nec fibi ſed toti genitum je credere mundo. 


Huic Epule viciſſe ſamem, magniq, Penates 


| Submoviſſe hyemem tecto, pretigſaq; veſtis 
Hirtam membra ſuper Romano more Quiritis 
Induxiſſe togam: Venerſq; hic maximus uſus 
Progenies; urbi pater eſt urbiq, maritus, 
Juſtitiæ cultor, rigidi ſervator Honeſti, 


In commune bonus : nulloſq; Catonis in actus 


Subrepfi t partemgz tulit ſibi nata Water 


All which we maintain is right and tide. 
viable. Bur as this Order of Things was not 
obſerv'd, neither was the Innocence of Men 
ſuch chat a future State could be claim'd, or 
even inferr'd with ſufficient Authority; nei- - 


ther could Men pretend to ſay with Certain- 


ty their Sins ſhould be forgiven; it 1s manifeſt 


Chriſtianity comes in here opportunely to 


their Aſſiſtance. And as it is not poſſible 


Men ſhould be happy without that Order, 


the Knowledge of which to the generality 
was loſt, neither could they attain to the 
| Knowledge of it, much leſs to the keeping it 
inviolably of ee ee therefore the Pre- 


cepts, the Power, the Aſſiſtance, and all the 


Advantages here afforded, were neceſſary; 


and being pointed ai tlie Recovery of that 


Order, right. And this, in theſe Circum- 
D 3 ſtances, 
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(35) 
ſtances, being the moſt important thing, it is 
a clear Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
that it inculcates it accordingly, laying Streſs 
where it ought to be laid. And thus neither 
the one nor other can be deny'd; and put 
them both together and you then have a 
compleat Rule, adapted to the Exigencies of 
our preſent State, the latter being diftinguiſh'd 
dy this — that it ſupplies all the Defects of 
our preſent State, turning us at the ſame time 
to one, which being accompliſhed, is the 
thing we want, and out of which we ſhall 
never gain what we want, be our Circum- 
ſtances what they will. Then in the third 
place, as to the Practices of Men, and the 
Permiſſion of ſuch a State as this is, this in 


itſelf is by no means reconcilable to che Wiſ- 


dom and Goodneſs of the Creator but al- 
lowing, nay demonſtrating it to be permitted 
for the nobleſt End — the Glory of ſuch as 
ſhall preſerve their Integrity, and the Re- 
ward of all, who ſeeking after the divine 
Will, ſhall in any degree have contributed 
to the forwarding it, it is ſo, and ſhews the 
Scheme is compleat , however difficult it 
might be to us to take a full View of it. 
Theſe are the Reaſons I think this Syſtem 
of Morality, this Rule of Life perfect, and 
ſuch as is not to be found elſewhere, as is 
manifeſt from the Nature of the Things pre- 
ſcribed by it, which are ſtrictly reaſonable, 
and demand our Aſſent to chem from their 
7 Uſefulneſs 


FM 39) 
Uſefulneſs only. And this I have endeavour'd 
ro ſhew, perſuaded that if Chriſtianity can 
be defended upon Principles of Reaſon whol- 


ly and ſolely, nothing can give ſo much 


Strength to the common Cauſe. It is high 
time ſuch Principles and Reaſons ſhould be 


laid before Men, and every Effort us'd, when 


Religion is univerſally fallen into Contempr, 
and this Nation, once ſo famous for oppo- 
ſing the Wiles of ſuch as have corrupted it, 
is got into the other Extreme, and nothing 


will do but rejecting the Truth itſelf. It is 
high time to look about us, when the Age 
in which we live is ſunk into ſuch Levity and 
Corruption, that we are in danger of falling 
back into the Condition of the moſt ignorant 
and groſs Times, and lofing all the Advan- 


5 tages the glorious Stands and Labours of our 
late Countrymen have purchaſed for us. Op- 


poſition to the Truth cannot hurt it, except 


in caſe of the utmoſt Deg-neracy, or when 
all Things in Church and State, tho' not al- 


together venal, are yet diſpos d of without 


regard to their End. For then ſuch Perſons 
as ſhould be Advocates, will generally want 
the Capacity, and ſuch as have the Capacity 
will temporalize, and ſo rather help to con- 


firm Men in their Prejudices, than to remove | 
them. Which ſhews us the Excellence of this 


Rule, ſeeing there is no Good to be done at 


all, without that abſtracting ourſelves from 
the World, it teaches, and making it a Prin- 
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41 
ciple of civil Life. And indeed, tho' it was 
certainly weak enough ſo to miſtake that fine 


Principle, as to draw the monaſtic Life out 
of it, that ſo Men might ſerve God more 
perfectly, when according to the main De- 


tign of the Rule itſelf, the only way to ſerve 
him is to promote his Kingdom, by being 
Examples of the eſſential Virtues, and uſing 


the Means preſcribed ; yet even this is better 


than to proteſt againſt the Corruptions of 


Popery, and at the ſame time be intent upon 
the Gratification of that Ambition, which, 


e'er that Deſign can be accompliſh'd, is ne- 


ceſſarily to be deſtroy d. There is a certain 
fix d Ratio in Life, which being obſerved, 


Men muſt anſwer every End of their Exiſt- 


ence, and the ſtrict Obſervation of which is 
for that reaſon required. And nothing can | 
break in upon that, or pervert Things more, | 


than when, inſtead of attending to that, ſome 
ſeek to indulge their irregular Deſires and 


moſt ſhameful Luſts at any rate, and others 
employ their Power and Influence in favour 


of them, either in contempt of that, or at 
beſt thro a ſcandalous Neglect or Inadverten- 
cy. This I know is an unpopular Truth, but 


J cannot help inſiſting upon it. For what 


doth it ſignify to have elop'd from Superſti- 
tion, if the Rule is either evaded or not ap- 


ply'd? In a word: The World is a beautiful 
Scene of Things, excepting only ſuch Vice | 
as is pernic ious to Particular Men, and the 
a 2 Love 
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(41) 
Love of Power, Riches and Honour for their 
own Sakes, which is pernicious to Society in 


general, as it deſtroys that Order upon which 


the Happineſs of human Life depends, and 
as it makes Men ſtudious of diſtinguiſhing 


themſelves in a way that 1s foreign to the 


Deſign of the Creation, as is eaſy to ſee, For 
natural Religion, or the Law of Nature, is 


comprehended wholly in the Love and Ob- 
ſervance of Truth; and Benevolence to be 
exerted chiefly in the Recovery and Re-eſta- 


bliſhment of that Truth, is the End of re- 


veal'd Religion. And as human Nature is a 


rational Nature, and under the Guidance and 
Protection of an omnipotent Power, the rea- 


ſon of the thing coincides ſo perfectly with 


what is reveal'd, it is impoſſible not to ſee 


that this is the ſole Thing intended. And 
therefore if Men would diſcredit Chriſtianity, 
they muſt ſhew that the Things it oppoſes, 


and will put an end to, are juſt and reaſona- 


ble, and the Things it propoſes wrong. Till 
then their Arguments mult be ridiculous, and 
all that abet or are led by them, call them 
Princes, Dukes, Lords, Gentlemen, or what 


you pleaſe, are no other than evil Agents, 


who trample upon the natural Rights of 


Men, neglect the Deſign for which ſuch Di- 


ſtinctions were made, and are Inſtances of 
that Weakneſs and Corruption into which it 
is poſſible human Nature may be degraded. 
And tho' we mult not pretend to force the 


Doctrine 
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(42) 
Doctrine upon them, nor moleſt them per- 


ſonally either by Word or Deed, becauſe it is 


neceſſary to the future Scheme that each 
have his Trial, that fo he may be diſtinguiſh'd 


accordingly; for which reaſon the Apoſtle 


ſays, If any Man ſeemeth to be religious, and 
yet bridleth not his Tongue, that Man's Religion 
7s vain, James 1. 26. yet this in general we 


may ſay — they are unworthy of the Ho- 
nours and other Advantages they hold in the 


Societies of Men, or indeed of having any 
Part at all in them. But no more of this: 


My Deſign is not only to defend the Rule 
againſt the Miſrepreſentations and Cavils of 
Infidels, but to facilitate its Progreſs. For if 
Mien once come to ſee it as it is in itfelf, they 
cannot but embrace and cheriſh it. And as 
other Arts and Inventions have in ſome mea- 


ſure made way for it, and there is amongſt 


ſome People in this Nation at leaſt a Diſpo- 
ſition to liſten to what is reaſonable, ſo I can- 
not but think the Time approaching when 
great Improvements of this ſort ſhall be 


made. We muſt not either thro' Hope or 


Fear diſſemble the Truth in the ſmalleſt In- 


ſtance, nor yet carry Things farther than is 


neceſſary, We muſt not purſue nor regard 
the Things of the World abſtracted from 
their End; but to the neceſſary Diſtinctions 
in Lite Regard we mult pay, and at the ſame 
time make proper Allowances to the Weak- 
neſſes of human Nature; ſtudious by all 


means 
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16 means to promote its preſent Peace and fu- 
ture Advancement, and regarding in a pecu- 
lar manner ſuch as according to the Inten- 
tion of Chriſtianity make it their Buſineſs to 


do ſo. Above all, we ſhould endeavour to 
repreſent it in ſo rational a Light, and make 
it appear ſo perfectly beneficial, that the 
Communities of Men may not only receive 
it themſelves, but become zealous of its Pro- 


pagation, and thoſe to whom it ſhall be pro- 
4 ack may have nothing to object, 


This laſt Part 1 ground upon thoſe Words, 
Fob xl. 6. Then anfwered the Lord unto Fob 
out of the Whirkwind, and ſaid, 


7 Gird up thy Loins now like a Man: and 
I will demand of tee, and declare thou unto 


Me. 


8 Wilt thou alſe diſannul my Judgment? 


Wilt thou condemn me that thou mayſt be righ- 
teous ? 


g Haſt thou an Arm like God? Or canſt 


thou thunder with a Voice ihe him? 
lo Deck thyſelf now with Majeſty and Ex- 


cellency, and thy felf with Glory and 
Beauty. 


11 Caſt abroad the Rage of thy Wrath : 


and behold every one that 15 proud, and abaſe 


him. 


12 Look on every one that is proud, and 


bring him low : and tread down the M. icked i in. 
their Place, 


13 Hide 
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13 Hide them in the Duſt together, and 
bind their Faces in ſecref, N 
14 Then will J alſo confeſs unto thee that 
thine own Right-hand can fave thee, 


It hath been prov'd that there is a wiſe and 


good Intention in the Creation and Permiſ- 


ſion of this Syſtem ; and I ſhall now ſhew 


that this Intention not being anſwer'd, is en- 
tirely owing to the Luſts and Weakneſſes of 
Men; that tho' that Intention is obſtructed 8 


and defeated now, yet it muſt be anſwer'd, 
becauſe otherwiſe the World could not be 
ſaid to have been made to any good Purpoſe; 
neither could any Man, of any Sort or Cha- 


racter whatever, attain the End he was made 
for, and for which his Principles and Affe- 
ctions were planted in him: that this End 


cannot in the nature of Things be attain'd 


in the World as it is now conſtituted: and 


therefore that Things muſt be, and are fo 
over-rul'd and directed as to attain that End: 
that as this 1s capable of Demonſtration, and 


has been demonſtrated , ſo this being the 
whole Drift and Aim of the Chriſtian il 
Scheme or Revelation, that Scheme or Reve- 
lation are clearly and fully demonſtrated 
thereby. Which Points being prov'd, will 
give us a right Idea of the Nature of our 
Rule, demonſtrate the Rule itſelf, and ſhew 


us how by means of it we may be poſſeſſed 


of that perfect Knowledge, which is neceſ- 


tary 
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8 | fary to our juſt Conduct and Support in this 


, and Preparation for the next; a thing 
of all ochers of the greateſt moment to Man- 


The Being, Attributes, and moſt perfect 


and amiable Character of the Deity, are ca- 


ble of Demonſtration. The Relation we 
ſtand in to him, and the Regard we owe 
him, is capable of Demonſtration. And be- 
cauſe Happineſs is the End of the Creation, 
and there are certain Things pointed out by 


their Tendency and Neceſſity thereunto to 


be obſer v' d, theſe too are capable of Demon- 


ſtration. Every Man therefore ſhould know 


that Intention, and confider how he muſt 
act in confonance to it; how he may be ſer- 


viceable to the whole; what the World 

ſtands in need of; how far his Power ex 
tends; and what he is to do according to the 
Nature and Circumſtances of the Condition 
he is in, or the Capacity he has. And did 


Men act thus, the Conſequence is plain: for 
then the World, conſiſting of ſo many di- 


ſtinct Communities, would be regular, as it 
would be one great Community made up of 


ſo many leſs, and every Community made up 
of ſo many diſtin Bodies, Corporations, 


= Towns, Pariſhes, and theſe of ſo many di- 
ſtinct Families, conſiſting of ſo many diſtinct 
Perſons. Fe 5 ” 8095 


: Every Perſon is a Member of that one 


great Community, and therefore oblig'd, ac- 
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cording to that egi to ſtudy the Good 
of all. And the Way all ſhall know and 
be bound to the Performance of what will 
ſecure that Good, is, that every Individual 
be taught, that this is the Will of the Au- 
thor, becauſc this will bind him to that Per- 
formance. Se that the firſt Source of Hap- 
pineſs is, that Men have right Apprehenſi- 
ons of the Divine Nature, or, in other 
Words, that their Religion be uncorrupt and 
ure. 

The next Thing is, that every de if 
poſſible, be ſo educated and inſtructed as to 4 
underſtand the End and Deſign of all civil 
Inſticutions in general, and particularly what 
their own unalienable Rights and Privileges 
are, what true Liberty is, and that Power is 
entruſted to Governors for the Support and 
Defence of that Liberty; thac it is eſſential 

to the Welfare of the Community, that 
Power ſo employed be ſupported with Eſtate 
and Life itſelf, if demanded; and that it 
is no leſs eſſential to that Welfare, that the 
Members know the Nature, and deſire the 
Power be ſuch; or, in other Words, that 
the Government of the Community be a 
reaſonable Government, or ſuch a8 will an- 
ſwer that Intention. 

A third Thing is, that the Relations be- 
twixt Prince and Subject, High and Low, 
Maſter and Servant, be well underſtood, that 
is, that as the Prince demands that his Power 
be 
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© be held facred, as it is the Adminiſtration 
| and Execution of ſuch Laws as ſhall ſecure 
to his Subjects their Civil and Religious 
7 Rights, which 1s true Liberty, ſo he diſ- 
A charge his Part in duly attending thereunto; 
. and as Superiors demand of their Inferiors 
Place, Deference, Eſteem, Support, &c. ſo 
according to their ſuperior Advantages and 
Abilities, they ſhould be induſtrious to con- 


ſult and promote their Welfare, and attend 


W to that duly ; and as the Maſter expects from 
bis Servant Obedience, and the due Per form- 
W ance of his Duty, ſo he ſhould ſecure to his 


Servant what is neceſſary to his comfortable 
& Subſiſtence, and all other reaſonable Advan- 


tages; and all Perſons, whatever Truſt or 
Office they are in, ſhould conſider the Duty 
requir'd, and attend to that duly ; or, in 
other Words, they ſhould underſtand and 


attend to the reciprocal Duties and true Har- 
mony of Life, and contrive to the utmoſt of 


their Fe that others do ſo too. 
Now the Advantages of all this 


in the ſame Manner, nor to have the ſame 


Privileges, as they are not bleſſed with the 


ſame Abilities; yet all are to be happy, each 
in his particular Manner. 


For the Rule is, that each contribute his 


Part to the Public, directed by the Circum- 


ſtances he was born under, or is plac'd in, 
If, conſidering what thoſe are, and what Re- 


lation 


are, 


I. That though all Men are not to be happy 
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himſelf with eminent Virtue, or contributes 


or living in Sobriety, Piety, Juſtice, and all 


Choice of a good Underſtanding, ſo Perſons 


_ greeably, and to fignalize themſelves in this 


_ their ſeveral Stations and Degrees muſt be 


Strength and Confirmation to that Happi- 
neſs, nothing can be more rational or excel- 
lent in its Degree. 


(4 
lation he ſtands in, he acts accordingly, he 


does his Part; and ſo far all is right, And 
if upon Demand or Emergency he acquits 


remarkably to the common Weal, he ought 
to be diſtinguiſhed. In the mean time, he 
will be contented and pleaſed with the Con- 
dition he is in, till by acting his Part well, 


other ſocial Virtues, he betters that Condi- 
tien, or finds an Opportunity of exerting 
himſelf in an uncommon Manner. 

And then, 2. As a Defire to promote pub- 
lic Good, or to add to the Happineſs of that 
Community, or of the Species itſelf, is the 
Reſult of Virtue, and Virtue the neceſſary 


of Diſtinction will be ever intent to adt a- 


Way. They will encourage and promote 
every Thing that tends to the Good of others, 
even to the denying themſelves a thouſand 
inferior Gratifications. And thus all Men in 


happy in themſelves and others, in their Go- 
vernment and mutual Society; and their Re- 
ligion, being the true one, will give fuch 


This is the Religion, Government and So- 
cler intended to be n d by Ss + 
an 
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and it is not poſſible any Man ſhould gainſay 
W what is here offer d to him, his own Reafon 
W approving and acquieſcing in it as naturally 
W as it muſt own two and two make four, 
W or that Happineſs is better than Miſery. How 
then does it happen there are ſo many Ob- 
W ſtructions to it, or that it is ſo little ſeen in 


the World? The Anſwer is, The ſame Weak- 


W neſs which introduc'd Vanity at firſt, Rill 
keeps it up, and creates the Oppoſition and 
Averſion to Truth you complain of. 


Man has an Underſtanding given him to 


be a Guide, and to point out the End to 
which his Principles and Affections ſhould 
move him. Suppoſe the firſt neglected, and 


the other moving and inſtigating, not to that 


End, but another. Conceive the World mo- 


del'd accordingly, and the Underſtandings of 


Men form'd upon that Model, or that the 
E Notions they have are thence ; nay, farther 
E conceive thoſe Principles and Affections, not 


only inciting them to a wrong End, but 


W themſelves grown irregular, violent, ungo- 
vernable. With this Key you will eaſily un- 


fold all the Myſteries in human Life, and ſee 
what excellent Creatures Men are. For ſuf- 


tering the Underſtanding to lead, the Reſult 
| would be, that each Man would exert him- 


ſelf in knowing and doing his Duty, or in 


acting in Conſonance to the original Order 


of the World, and in diſtinguiſhing himſelf 


as an Inſtrument of Good to others, as far 
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as his Opportunities and Abilities would ad- 


Effects, they will take it for an unqueſtion- 


ginable. 
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mit. But now lay that aſide, and ſuppoſe 
the World thus model'd, and then Men will 
exert themſelves in a Way that is its Re- 
verſe; and no Care being taken to inform 
their "Children of it, or to prevent its ſad 


able Truth, that what they ſee in the 
World is natural and right, though no Tit- 
tle of it is ſo. And thus you ſee how Truth 
and the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the World 
parted Hands, and divided, and they have 
ever ſince been at the greateſt Variance 1 ima- 


From this Source, I ſay, you may derive 


all the Miſchiefs in human Life, and par- 5 
ticularly the abſurd Characters. For if ob- 
ſerving what appears moſt excellent, the 


Mind attends to that, and that is Pre- emi- 


nence in the Things of Life, without Re- 
gard to that prime Intention, it is plain the 


Mind will always be in a State of Emulation, 
not how it may anſwer that Intention as well 


or better than others, but how it may ex- 
cel in what it deems =ccollent And accord- 


ing as a Man is determin'd to think this or 
that, ſo his Purſuits and Deſires will be de- 


termin'd. So that this Emulation ſhall be 
Covetouſneſs in one Man, and Ambition in 


another, each having fix'd in his Mind, that 
the Object he purſues is moſt excellent ; and 


chough both the covetous and ambitious Man 


I | | alt 
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are odious Characters, yet ſucceeding | in their 


| Purſuits, they will have the Pleaſure, Con- 
| fidence, Aſſurance, Joy of thoſe who poſ- 
ſeſs what is truly excellent; while thoſe who 
are poſſeſs d of it, finding it not ſo in the 
Opinion of the World, are dejected, or at 


beſt ſupported by the Hopes and Expecta- 


tions of a wiſer State of Things. 


Human Nature is a rational and ſocial 


Nature, and accordingly has every proper 


Principle in it. One it has in an eminent 


Degree, and that is the Deſire of Excellence, 
as I obſerved before. But not taking Advice 
of its Reaſon to know what is ſo, it longs 


and rages after what it deems ſo ; 4054 being 


A: ſucceſsful, irs Amden is as-mivch gratify'd, 
as though it had performed that Part, or 


acquir'd thoſe Virtues, to perform and AC= 


auire which that Principle was defign'd to 


prompt it. Thus you ſhall ſee two Men 


no two Characters were perhaps ever further 


removed from what is truly honourable. Thus 


the Covetous and Ambitious, though real 


Peſts, hope to aſcend and ine ; - and there 


to him, or he 1s abſolutely undone. 
Beſides that this is the Cauſe of all man- 


ner of Affectation in Dreſs, Equipage, En- 


tertainment, Ceremony, Faſhions, and Men 
beg, purchaſe, flatter, bribe, and what you 
will, to gratify it; you can caſt your Eye 
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duelling upon a Point of Honour, though 


is no Man ſo baſe, but Regard muſt be paid 
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what is great; a third deſpiſes that, and is 


owns ſuch a Foible is his, and is that of the 


though he ducks to him, is better in his own 
Opinion: Nay, this is the Reaſon few are 
able to allow thoſe Things excellent, that 
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or Intereſt, or their Applauſe is ſtolen from 

them by Art or Surprize, and that when an 
uncommon Character breaks out, there are 
ſo many that hate and beſpatter it. But a- 


us'd to operate before that Misfortune, tho 
it was then conceal'd; and you may con- 


in others, though they have the Prudence to 
conceal it. 


attain'd their Ends, it is plain what you are 
to do and ſay, if you would pleaſe : For let 


(52) 
no where, but you ſee Inſtances of it. One 


holds out a long Scroll of Titles, Grants, 
Honours, &c. another talks of nothing but 


a Wit, Ipſe facit verſus; another declares he 
has no Religion, and expects you ſhould ad- 
mire that genteel Turn in him; another 


Family, and yet no Family, he thinks, ever 


had ſo many good Qualities; the Rich values 
himſelf upon his Wealth, and yet the Poor, 


are ſo, except when they favour their Party 
bove all, obſerve a Perſon non compos mentis, 
and you will there ſee how this Principle 
clude thence it operates in the ſame manner 


It is evident from hence, what it is Men 
aſpire at, and what they mean and intend by 
every Thing they do; and when they have 


their Principles, Actions, Perſons, Under- 
my ſtandings, 


— 
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ſtandings, Behaviour, be what they will, you 
7 ſee what they would be eſteem'd. It is plain 
W likewiſe, that neglecting the End their Un- 
derſtandings ſhould have pointed out to them, 
chey have generally acted contrary; and lay- 
ing aſide all T houghts of that Kind, prais'd 
and extoll'd the Actions of Men, according 
W as they prov'd ſucceſsful, or appear'd to be 
the Iſſue of the beſt animal Spirits, or ſuch 
Cou ige as Men have in common with the 
W Beaſts themſelves. And in all other Caſes 
the ſame is true, and human Life hath been, 
and (till is, generally ſpeaking a State of Am- 
bition, Covetouſneſs and Senſuality ; the 
W Pleaſure Men have is in the Objects of 
W them, and their Emulation wholly and ſole- 
lvy about them. All which is quite contrary 
to Nature, or to that prime Order intended, as 
well as pernicious to themſelves, and exclu- 
» WT five and deſtructive of their real Good. 
= For this Reaſon, in order to act that Part 
in Life upon which the Happineſs of Man- 
kind in general, and your own in particular, 
depends, it is neceſſary you ſhould be drawn 
cout of this Road into the right one, that fo 
whatever Station of Life is allotted to you, 
vou may fill it fo as to anſwer the End to 
others, and enjoy the Advantages of it your- 
ſelf. For this Purpoſe is this Rule propos'd; 
not to level or deſtroy Rank and Order, but 
that Men of all Ranks and Orders, follow- 
ing the World as it is now model'd, and 
313 com- 
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ture ſo low, as to make it perfectly impo- 


not conſidering that the Texts ſeeming to 
ſuggeſt that Notion, ſpeak of the Contrivance 
and Completion of the Scheme of our Re- 
demption only. Others have took upon them 
to vindicate it in Terms and Strains ſo bold 


others, and others retaliate, and think the 
bave Reaſon. And Chriſtianity teaches, That 


* 


Loſs of that right Order, both externally in 
the World, and internally in ourſelves; that 


EEE RESET. 
. 


tuch Perfection as ſome would fain think 
themſelves, it teaches us that all ſuch Ways 


(54) 


of it, ſhould be call'd off, and taught to 
reaſon and act in this Manner. 

Want of Attention to this Point is the 
Reaſon ſome Men have depreſs'd human Na- 


tent in regard of all Virtue and Goodneſs; 


and lofty, one would hardly believe they 
thought us in a corrupt State at all. Where- 
as the true Caſe of the World is this, as 
Experience ſhows: For we all complain of 


the Selfiſhneſs, Falſhood and Corruption of 


if we ſay we have no Sin, Wwe deceive our- 
ſelves, and the Truth is not in us; meaning 
the Neglect of that End, and our not attend- 
ing to the true Order of Things. And it is 
an Inſtance of the Excellence of our Rule, 
that it teaches our true Condition, the Cor- 
ruption or Weakneſs of our Nature, or the 


inſtead of conſidering us as Creatures of 


of Thinking are vain and falſe; that in or- 
TY” on. Boo ͤ d 7 


— 


(F5;) 
der to be the excellent Creatures we would 
appear, we muſt find this our, and apply for 
the Cure of it to the Study and Practice of 
W Religion, and Preparation for that Time, 
= when ſuch as ſhall be ſav'd will be mide 
= ſuch. And though this gives us but a poor 
Idea of our preſent Condition, yet our great- 


er Miſchief {till is, that through the Blind- 


neſs of Self-Love we ſee not the dark Side 


of our own Characters, nor the Sillineſs of 
the Farce into which human Life 1s degra- 


ded ; nay, hence it is, that many Men act 


and have Pleaſure | init, as though it were 
no ſuch Farce, bur a Scene of Truth, Recti- 
tude and Honour, at the Time their OWn 
Conduct is moſt pernicious, deteſtable, and 
a Demonſtration of the contrary. 

Thus much ſhews, however, that Man- 
kind are gone far out of the Way. But is 


this all? Or are they likely to ſtop here? 


The Reverſe 1s their Caſe, Their Principles 
and Affections don't only incite, but are 


themſelves, as I oberſved before, vielews and 


ungovernable. 

The End for which this ſtrong Principle, 
this Ambition, this Deſire of Excellence, 18 
planted in the human Frame, is to be a Spur 
to what is truly good, and chat is to add to 
the Happineſs of this Syſtem of rational 
Beings. Which End taken away, the whole 
Scene will be a weak, mean Thing, and Man- 


kind may be conſider das fo many Creatures 
5 1 ftform'd 
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form'd into ſeveral Societies, in which the 
higheſt Pitch of Grandeur muſt be erected 
upon the Noun of that prime Order; the 


Men of the firſt Figure in them ſuch as are 


attentive to every Thing that will give them 
an abſolute Power over ther Fellow-Crea- 
tures; but of executing falutary Laws, and 
particularly of being govern'd by them, the 
ſole Thing intended, impatient; and the in- 
ferior Sort may be confider'd as ſuch as 
will vie not who ſhall act upon that Princi- 
ple, or acquit themſelves in the beſt Manner 
in the Road above-mention'd, but in what 


may give Precedence according to the preſent 


Model. And what 1s yet worſe, their Am- 
bition will be ſo warm, their Tenacity ſo 


great, their Attachment 10 ſtrong, you muſt | 
not wonder to fee them engag'd in Blood 


and Murder, in Hypocriſy and Villany; 
and ſome elated to the utmoſt Height of 


Pride and Intolence on account of theſe Ob- 
jects of their Luſts; and others ſunk down 


and dying, becauſe they could not obtain 
them, or a ſufficient Portion of them. Add 


9 fac 112 Wiſe- man obſerves, Prov. xxvii. 


2. Theugh thuu ſhoulaſi bray a fool in a 
mNOFICF among Wheat wich a peſtle, yer will not 
7709 ſebliſim, js aepart from bim. : 

it is no Injuſtice to human Life to repre- 
ſent it as it is, and it is Folly to think bet- 


ter of it than it deſerves; becauſe this is to 


promiſe to yourſelf what it will never af- 
ford, 


C37 ) 
ford, and to miſtake the Uſe intended to be 
made by it: And beſides, it is impoſſible to 
form a right Judgment of the Fitneſs of a 


Rule given, if we have either too high or 


too low an Idea of the Nature of thoſe for 
whoſe Uſe it was given. 

*Twas thus, however, that Religion, 
Government and Society were driven out of 


human Life; and the Deſign of the Chriſtian 


Scheme is to recall and eſtabliſh them. Now 
you ſay, How happens it there are ſo many 
Obſtruction to a Thing ſo excellent in itſelf ? 
And to this I anſwer, hos VT, 


Take Mankind in this View, and in this 


View they ought to be taken, and then ſup- 


poſe this Rule propos'd to them, together 
Means think themſelves fit to underſtand or 


bring forth the Fruits of it, till they have 
entirely renounced the World, or chang'd 
their preſent Way of thinking, aCting, de- 
firing, into that which is here propos'd to 
chem. Without obſerving this Caution and 
Condition, it's maniteſt, as nothing can be 
more oppolite to the Turn of Mens Minds, 
the Notions they have, and the Things from 


which they promiſe themſelves the greateſt 
= Gratification, what Adverſaries and Oppo- 
= nents it muſt meet with, how cold a Re- 


ception it will find, and what Difficulties 
will riſe up in its Way. It is manifeſt like- 
= wiſe, how ſoon ſuch as embrac'd it would be 
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(58) 
inclin'd to fall away from it ; how ſoon ſome 


would not like to underſtand it, ſome to 
ſerve their worldly Ends abuſe and corrupt 


it, and others of the fame Stamp conſent to 
chat Corruption. And ſo it happen'd as was 


predicted by the Author, and is well known 
to every one in the leaſt vers'd in Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Story. 

When theſe Corruptions were grown ſo 
ſhameful, they were no longer to be endur' d, 
nor could be cover'd, a Reformation was 
neceſlary, But then—Take Care of going 


too far. Abſolute Power to Princes, and 


high Prerogatives to ſome others, are great 
Points, and what muſt not be given up. 


Thus, though Chriſtianity is the fartheſt o ß 


any Thing in the World from diminiſhing 


any Power or Prerogative that can poflibly 


be claim'd, or is conſiſtent with Senſe, or is 


not miſchievous in its own Nature, yet the 


worldly Intereſts of Men being deeply con- 


cern'd in theſe Points, great Difficulties a- 


roſe thence, and through Prejudice, and, I 


think, want of Diſcernment, they are not, 
even with us, quite vanquiſh'd ; though, ſo 


long as Men continue undecided in them, it 
is not poſſible that Religion, Government 
and Society ſhould take place, or the Peo- 


ple be bleſt with the Advantages of chem, 


10 much as otherwiſe they might be. 195 
From this Miſchief came another: For 
the Goodneſs of a Thing being judg'd of  B 
its 
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its Effects by the Generality, and theſe not 


the Rule bears the Reproach: And what is 
worſe, its Oppoſers and Enemies muſt have 
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lence of their Rule in ſome of its main 
Points. e . 
Nor is it reaſonable to imagine, theſe 
Things being undetermin'd, Princes ſhould 
be fond of a Rule, whoſe Excellence they 
did not fee, and whoſe Deſign they might 
be apt to ſuſpe& ; or that Perſons of Birth, 


learning to prefer others before themſelves, 


= eſpecially when theſe Precepts were recom- 
= mended by Perſons who they ſaw had other 


Things in View. On the contrary, had the 
Rule been ever repreſented in its own moſt 
amiable Light: Had they been ſhown that 
its Aim and Deſign, even in regard to them, 
is the moſt reaſonable Thing in the World, 


that in this Method it adds Stability to the 
Throne, Strength to Power, and Glory to 
the Crown itſelf, confirming every Advan- 
tage, without taking away ought a wiſe 


Way: 


appearing, at leaſt, not ſo as they might do, 


the Advantage, and its Advocates be unable . 
to reply, as Who neither allow nor appre- 
hend the true Nature and undeniable Excel- 
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= Diſtin&tion, Fortune, Preferment, ſhould 
= admire taking the Croſs, bidding adieu to 
the Pleaſures and Glories of the World, and 
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purpoſing no other Change, than that they 
mind the End, and not the Thing only; 


Prince would not wiſh might be taken a- 
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way: Had they ſeen how it ſets the Mind at 


that of others, rendering each happy in his 
Station, provided he does his Duty, and 


That it oppoſes nothing but what is weak | 


thing but what 1s excellent: That if they 
once have a full View of it, ic will riſe upon 


confirm and add Luſtre to Diſtinction itſelf, 
and are not to be found, except in Perſons 


and whatever relates to it, is infinitely bet- 
ter than they themſelves can with or think 


clear and open, into ſuch Perfection of Life 


(60) 


perfect Eaſe, compleats every Thing that is 
good, touches the Evils and Troubles in 
Life, ſo that they ceaſe to be ſuch, and the 
Infirmities of our corrupt and weak Na- 
ture, ſo that they have no Power to hurt us: 
How perfectly it hits their Caſe, as well as 
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meets with ſuitable Returns from others: 


and hurtful, recommends and enjoins no— 


them with ſuch Beauty, clear and open, in- 
to ſuch Perfection of Life and Glory, tis 
impoſſible not to be attracted, won, inflam'd, 


and raviſh'd by it: And again, to others had 5 


it been ſhown, that thoſe Virtues are what 


of the moſt exalted Improvement: That 
whatever Bleſſings they enjoy, they are here- 
by crown'd and finiſh'd, as far at leaſt as this 
State will admit, and whatever Damps they 
might have, remov'd: That their Being, 


of; and that upon a full View of the Rule 
it muſt riſe upon them with ſuch Beauty, 


and Glory, 'tis impoſlible not to be attracted, 
won, 
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won, inflam'd, and even raviſh'd by it: Had 
this, I ſay, inſtead of drawing ſuch Infe- 


rences for the Sake of ſuch Things as the 


Rule abhors, and is intended to deſtroy, been 
urg'd with Fidelity, Care and Reſolution, 


or in the true Spirit of Primitive Chriſtiani- 


ty, it could not have met with ſuch Obſtru- 


tion, nor had its Authority and Truth been 


diſputed or ſuſpected; nor had there been 
any Difficulty in a Tranſition fo reaſonable 


as from Idolatry to the Worſhip of God, 


from arbitrary Power to rational Govern- 
ment, and from irregular and weak Ambi- 
tion to the Virtues of Society, and what is 


genuine, laudable and ſubſtantial. _ 
I mention not here what is a moſt mate- 


rial Point, and ſhould ever have been inſiſt- 
ed on, viz. That as Attachment to preſent 
Advantages is the Effect of irregular Ambi- 


tion, ſo this challenges that very Ambition. 
Turn it into this Road and it is right; nay, 
be it ever ſo warm, it has Room to work 


in, and will be compleatly gratify'd, at the 


ſame Time the Advantages Men have or are 
born to in the preſent State, are in them- 


ſelves highly valuable, and ſhall not be taken 

away from them, but that better may ſuc⸗ 
—_ . FEY 55 
But let us leave this Part of the World, 
and attend to the Behaviour of others. To 
be remarkably ſerviccable to Mankind in a 


Point of the utmoſt Importance, it is neceſ- 
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can be ſaid to be happy neceſlarily to be re- 
bi vours in the Intereſt and Succeſs of theſe, 

Wo whatever it coſt, is the Thing propos'd here. 
bi . And it is a noble Character, and the Pina- 


Wo and Briars in the Way. And here ir is the 


(62) 
ſary you know what is ſo, and be earneſt to 
ſee it take. This you cannot be, if neg- 
lecting this, you are turn'd upon other Stu- 
dies. And though other Studies are by no 
Means to be neglected, yet are they abſolute- 
ly trifling in compariſon with this. For the £ 
grand Revolution propos'd here is a 'Thing of 
the very utmoſt Moment. It is the Happi- 
| neſs of the Species to be compleated and 
eſtabliſhed by the Prevalence of Truth over 
Vanity and Error, the preſent State of the 
World. 
Natural Pars | join 'd to proper Application 
will gain a Man his End as a Scholar, Gram- 
marian, Mathemarician, Chronologer, Aſtro- 


nomer, &c. but to ſet before you the great 
Truths diſcarded by Mankind, and e' er they 


call'd, to reſolve to lay out all your Endea- 


cle of Virtue. But then there are Thorns | 


_ greateſt Streſs will lye. For if the World be 
ſuch, the Advocates for Truth muſt of con- 
ſequence be oppos'd by the ſtrong Luſts and 

Prejudices of not only Men, but Men in 
Power, and upon whoſe Favour their Suc- 
ceſs in Things oft highly pleaſing, and ſome- 
times necellary, mult depend, 


This 


| 03] 

This is a Proſpe& quite contrary to the 

ſanguine Hopes and delightful Thoughts and 
| Expectations young and ingenious Men are 
apt to entertain, whoſe Minds are much 
more prepar'd for the Intrigues of Ambition, 
than for ſo cold a Scene.—A Scene, into 
which, if they enter with due Reſolution, 
they may fairly bid the World adieu. And 
though in the Concluſion of a Man's Life 
*twill appear much better to have been thus 


engaged, than to have ſhone ever ſo bright 


in the Eyes of Men; yer ſuch is the Love of 
preſent Figure, Men will purſue that with 
inceſſant Application, while that which 


ought to be their End is never once in their 


„„ „ 5 

Beſides, if ſuch as are endu'd with ſuperior 
Talents have mean Views, or conſider only 
what Advantage they may procure by them 
to themſelves, either in regard to Reputation 
or Preferment, thoſe Endowments which 
poſted in their proper Place, or employ'd 


aright, ſhould have been of fo great Uſe to 


Mankind, are entirely loſt to them, or at 


leaſt to this great Cauſe, It is certain, Know- 


ledge 18 a Thing of the greateſt Value, and 
it is neceſſary Men ſhould be ſet aſide on 


purpoſe to communicate it; Leiſure and a 


ſuitable Subſiſtence being allow'd on purpoſe. 
That Leiſure and Subſiſtence Numbers will 
deſire and obtain. The Conſequence of which 
will be, you ſhall have Books without End, 


each 
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each being eaſy to fancy hiniſelf fit to be 


an Author, and to communicate ſomewhat 


ag - 

it | of Importance to the World. And then the 
"i : Character of a great Scholar being view'd 
1 with Admiration, who but muſt be admir'd 
"Hi as a great Scholar! and Place and Prefer- 
5 ment muſt follow. Thus the World is ſtock'd 
Wh with Orators, Philoſophers, Logicians, Ca- 


ſuiſts, Profeſſors of Languages, Hiſtory, Po- 
etry, Critic, and Divinity itſelf. But will 
they be equally zealous for the Truth,and its 
Succeſs and Propagation ? The contrary is 


Eh Fact. For propoſe to them the Principles 
Wil of Religion, Government and Society, as 
0 exhibited in the Goſpel indeed, but incon- 
0 ſiſtent with the Model they live- and were 


educated under, and then you will ſee how 
far theſe Men, otherwiſe of good Repure, 


are yet remov'd from that noble Character. 
Wil This is manifeſtly true of Countries where 
Wh there are great Corruptions. And the ſame 
N is true, though in a leſs Degree, in others. 
Wl Beſides, there is a natural Propenſity in hu- 


man Kind to Enthufiaſm and Wonder; for 
it is the Effect of Weakneſs; and every Thing 
that is new, and promiſes much with ſuffici- 
ent Aſſurance and ſome Appearance of 
Grounds, ſhall raiſe a Noiſe. Sometimes 
indeed this Noiſe is the Sound of juſt Ap- 
plauſe, and is right, But our Misfortune is, 
we labour at this ſo much, we attend not to 
the other, Now and then we are alarm'd 
+ with 
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| with ſomewhat of this Kind, and the Num- 


ber of Books is enlarg'd, though Mankind 
are the ſame, and for no other Reaſon than 
that Men will ſtudy to gratify their Ambi- 
tion, if poſſible, but cannot reliſh that Way 


in which, would they exert themſelves, they 


muſt in courſe contribute to the Benefit of 
the World in the higheſt Inſtance, by for- 


warding what is of the greateſt Moment to 


it, the Deſign and End of the Goſpel. 


Another Miſchief is the Number of Books, 


under the Weight of which the World 
groans. Men, fonder of Books than good 


E Senſe, never think they can have too many; 


and ſome imagine, the reading of Books is 
like climbing a Ladder, aud that every Book 
read is a Step higher: That human Under- 
W ftanding, without proper Culture, muſt be 
© defective, is plain; ſuch Culture therefore is 


| Yoecetiary But the Knowledge we want is 


ſuch as will anſwer all the Purpoſes in Life. 
That the Goſpel is a perfect Rule we all 
agree, however we differ in other Points; 
Wand it is manifeſt from the Nature of the 
Rule itſelf that it is ſo. But the Pride of 


Man would dictate, which argues Perfection; 
Band not learn, which ſhows Want. And 
Whence it is, chat it piles up Books, and Stores 
of Wiſdom, from amidſt which it propoſes 
Wo come forth with great Splendor. The 


2nd of Chronology is to meaſure and aſcer- 


tain Times, Periods, Ara's: The End of 
1 3 Natural 
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Natural Philoſophy, to diſcover the Wiſ- 
dom of the Archite& in the material World: 
The End of Logic, to reaſon with Certainty 
as far as our Faculties permit, and to know 
to ſtop there: The End of Speaking and 
Writing, to convey Ideas with Clearneſs; 
and the End of Divinity is our Duty. And 
as this depends upon our having right No- 
tions of Religion, Government and Society, 
it is of the greateſt Importance. This there- 
fore is the Thing we ſhould aim at; here 
our Time muſt be well ſpent: For to cul- 
tivate a right underſtanding of this, to de- 
ſcry and remove Prejudices, and to prepare 
and open our Hearts for it, is the Way to 
attain the End we propoſe by the Acquire- 
ment of Knowledge. And that Number of 
Books ſome are ſo fond of is ſo far from be- 
ing advantageous without this, that it is an 
ll Hindrance, an Obſtruction to us, eſpeciall 
3 when the Rule itſelf is neglected for the Sake 
1 of ought Oſtentations, as is common and no- 
8 torious. 


== | Beſides, this Notion of the Neceſſity of 


0 ſo very much Reading and Learning is 
17 mighty pernicious, as it diſcourages and keeps 


1 Men from making uſe of the natural good 
Senſe they have, and relying upon it with 
dhe Confidence it deſerves; as it expoſes them 
101 to Impoſture, by obliging them to follow 
i Guides blind enough perhaps of themſelves, 
; or wilfully, or both; and as it prevents 
Fg RP' m 3 their 
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(67) 

their making themſelves Maſters of that per- 
fect Knowledge, which is here convey'd, and 
of which, with proper Attention and ho- 
neſt Means, they are certainly capable. 

St. John ſays, xxi. 25. And there are alſo 
many things which Feſus did, the which if they 

ould be written every one, I ſuppoſe that even 
the world itſelf could not contain the books that 


ſhould be written. And had Authors been care- 


ful to obſerve what the World could well 
contain, what would ſerve the Purpoſe in 
Hand, and no more, the Way to that true 
and compleat Knowledge had undoubtedly 
been more eaſy. For the Things that con- 


cern Men, the moſt momentous Points, are 


all plain and conſonant to natural Light, to 
| Reaſon and Conſcience. The Law of Na- 
ture is the Dictate of human Underſtanding 


_ cultivated as it ſhould be, and which all that 
read approve, The Duties we owe to the 
Creator, ourſelves, our Neighbour, are all 


clear as Day, and challenge us; ſo we can- 


not reject them, without doing Violence to, 
and abuſing ourſelves. And all the Difficul- 
ties that are, are the Product of Men wan- 
dering out of their own native Light to fol- 


low Luſt, Craft, Deſign, and what hath been | 


introduc'd by them, impos'd under the Pre- 
tence of Religion or Law, obtain'd by Cu- 
ſtom, and is upheld by being receiv'd into 
civil Eſtabliſhments, and mix'd with the ſe- 
cular Intereſts of Men. And therefore it 1s 
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C9). 
not the Light we are to gather from Books 
only, though that may be of great Uſe, that 
mult lead us out of all our Difficulties and 
Perplexities ; but an honeſt Heart, free from 


Attachment and all worldly or irregular Am- 


bition, and defirous all People ſhould be ſo 
enlighten'd by the Rule, as to receive the Be- 
nefit intended by it, and which is not only 


great, but inexpreſſible. And it is the Want 


of this Inſight, and this generous Temper, 
that hath kept Men ſo long fetter'd to ſuch 
Doctrines and Practices as are not only an 
Obſtruction to the moſt amiable Rules and 


Precepts of the Goſpel, but an Argument of 
the greateſt Weakneſs, and a Reproach to 
the Species. „ 


Another Obſtruction is, relying too much 
upon Commentators: Not that there may 


not be Particulars and Circumſtances that 


want to be known in ſome Caſes, which it is 


the Buſineſs of the Learned to ſet before us. 


But what I mean is, that relying too much 
upon them muſt hinder our taking that ge- 
neral Survey and large View which muſt en- 
able us to judge of the Rule in its full Ex- 
rent. In which Caſe we ſhould ſee its Per- 


tinency, End, and all Things elſe, in a Light 


that would confirm us in its Truth, becauſe 


they would ſhow us its Nature, and all the 
Advantages of it. Commentators were Men 
famous for their Skill in ſuch and ſuch Lan- 


guages, by the Help of which, as thoſe 
_ 1  ..__ Scriptures 


py Ys VF C1 1 


. 
Scrptur es were originally written in thoſe 
Languages, they were empower'd to judge 
of the Senſe in their original Language, and 
in caſe of Miſtake to correct it. Or they 
were Men learned in ſuch Books as give an 
Idea of ancient Cuſtoms and Uſages, from 
which they could ſhow the Propriiety of 


Expreſſions which now ſeem aukward, or to 


explain Words whoſe Senfe otherwiſe we 


could not ſee. In all which Caſes, and others 
of the ſame or like Nature, they have their 


Uſe. But farther than this they are not to 
be regarded. And the Reaſon is, Men, how- 


ever Learned, are no leſs apt to be ach d 


chan the moſt ignorant; and you may de- 


pend upon it, the Commentator will bring 


his Prejudices along with him to his Work. 
Thus the Jew will interpret the Text in his 
Way, the Papiſt in his, the Epiſcopalian in 
his, the Presbyterian in his. The eſtabliſh'd 
Clergy muſt make all agree with their Eſta- 
bliſhment; and Men that have Views and 
Wants to be ſerv'd, muſt take Care not to 
offend, or ſeem to glance at the preſent 


Powers, leſt their Superiors ſhould be diſ- 


guſted, and they miſs of their Aim. But 


the moſt diſcouraging Conſideration is, 
Learning itſelf cannot enable a Man to make 
a competent Judgment of the Rule he com- 
ments upon, except Truth be the ſupreme 
prevailing Object of his Wiſhes. From 
which Temper, how far Men are generally 
F 3 remov'd 


remov'd, our Differences and Animoſities 


ſufficiently ſhow. And where this is the 
Caſe, or in Proportion as it is more or leſs 
ſo, the Commentator muſt want Inclination, 
and, in conſequence, Ability, to lead you 
to what you deſire. Hence it is we are 
requir'd to be abſolutely abſtracted from 


the World, as a neceſſary Preparation for the 


Reception of the Truth ; without which 


Qualification, though the Interpretations and 


Explanations of Men may rectify Miſtakes, 


and bring us nearer to it, ſo far as relates to 


the Things they undertook to clear, yet they 


cannot fully diſcover to us the Nature of the 
Rule itſelf. And our reſting ſatisfy'd with 


them, and aiming at nothing farther, muſt i 


be an Obſtruction to it, and of ſo much the 2 
worſe Conſequence, as we ſhall think we ſee WM 


and have taken the propereſt Means to do ſo, 
notwithſtanding that Qualification is want- 
ing, and we have ſtopt ſhort of the main 

Another Obſtruction is, repreſenting the 
Rule itſelf as myſterious, and attended with 


ſupernatural Advantages and Influences, with- 
out ſhewing the Neceſſity of them, or ac- 


counting for them in the true Way; nay, 
pretending they are not to be accounted for, 


but require an implicit Faith. As to the 


Oeconomy of the Redemption, if that was 


neceſſary, as has been prov'd, that is a ſuffi- 


cient Reply to any Thing that can be ob- 
5 3 jected iN 
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jected upon that Head. For God was not 
| only pleas d to make uſe of that Method, 
but it appears manifeſtly agreeable to Man- 
kind conſider'd as free Agents; and the Rule 
was communicated by his Spirit, who hath _ 
promis'd to ſuch as ſtudy and practiſe thar 


Rule, never to be wanting, but to be with 


them even unto the End; and therefore is 
the praying for the Spirit made neceſſary 
and enjoin'd. And indeed, be our Rule ever 


ſo excellent, and our Diligence ever ſo great, 


it is not poſſible we ſhould be fitted for a 


State of Perfection without the Concurrence 


of the Divine Power and Spirit; and there- 
fore it is proper and neceſſary it ſhould be 

implor'd. Another reaſonable Ground for 
asking it, is the Want of it in extraordinary 
_ Caſes, ſuch as Martyrdom. And there can 
be no Impiety or Abſurdity in asking it at 
other Times, or whenever it ſhall be need- 
ful. And yet none of theſe Caſes afford the 
leaſt Ground for enthuſiaſtic Notions and 


Swellings, eſpecially as the only Teſt where- 
by we know we bring forth the Fruits of the 


Spirit, are Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs and 
Truth; the Things propos'd to us NOW, and 
to be compleated hereafter. 


To pray for the Means, without endea- 


vonring to know and practiſe the Rule, is 
contrary to the Deſign for which the Rule 
was given; and to endeavour to know and 
| practiſe the Rule, without imploring the 
0 + Means 


(72) 
Means of finiſhing and bringing the whole 
to Effect, is to leave out the moſt eſſential 
Point. We are therefore to do both, as a 
plain Reaſon ; for both appear, and they 
are both neceſſary. Nor can Chriſtianity be 
_ juſtly blaſphem'd for what is ſo reaſonable, 
nor repreſented as myſterious, in a Caſe in 
which it is ſo diſtinct and clear. In the room 
of which rational Account, as ſome have 
preſum'd to diſpenſe the Gift of the Spirit, 
not ina limited or ſober Senſe, as in the 
Church of England, but in the largeſt Senſe, 
as in the Church of Rome, ſo there is a Sect 
among us, who will either be inſtructed. in a 


| ſupernatural Way, or not at all; and others 


lay Streſs upon ſuch internal Operations and 


Influences, as being inconſiſtent with Moral 
Freedom, mult fink the whole Scheme, were 


they countenanc'd in it. 
Of no leſs ill Conſequence has it been to 
contend, that Faith (meaning the Chriſtian 
Religion) and Philoſophy are irreconcilable. 
For though the World through Wiſdom 
knew not God, and that Wiſdom, or rather 
that Pride of Wiſdom, is condemn'd juſtly 
thereby, yet hence it does not follow, that 
thoſe Things the Philoſophers taught, and 
which are agreeable to Truth, are to be re- 
jected. Human Nature muſt not be what it is, 
not to think as they did in many Caſes; an 
their Fault was, that they did not do ſo in 


all; and in | particular were ſo defective in 
the 


(73) 


the prime and moſt momentous. The Du- 


ties we owe to the Divine Being, ourſelves, 


and others, can be rightly apprehended in 
no Way but one. And Things muſt be 


greatly diſorder'd and perverted when other 


Ways prevail. It is true, they were ſo diſ- 
order'd and perverted, and other Ways did 
prevail ; in which Caſe, as it was impoſſible 
the Philoſophers ſhould rectify them, ſo the 
Divine Interpoſition became neceſſary, as 
has been ſhown at large. And it is more- 
over a Demonſtration of the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity, that what was wanted by the Phi- 


lefophere is ſopply'd/;" what was wrong in 


them, is ſtript away by it; what was true, 


coincides with it, is fix d upon its right Ba- 

ſis, and carry'd up to its due Height and 
Perfection. So that if a Man muſt aſſent to 
thoſe Dictates of Philoſophy which are true, 


or to thoſe of his own Mind, when right, he 
muſt aſſent to this too; and to repreſent them 
as at Variance is no Advantage, but a Miſ- 
chief to it. FP N 5 


Beſides, every Nation, in order to convert 
others to it, have ever repreſented it in a 


Light agreeable to the Scheme of their own 
Country. In which Scheme there hath hi- 


therto ever been ſomewhat wrong, and ſome- 
times contrary to common Senſe, and ſhock- 
ing. And no Country, except it be our own, 
| hath yet ſer forth a full, conſiſtent, natural 


Scheme of it; nor can this be done till not 
1 only 
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it 
only ſome Few, but the Community in ge- 
neral be agreed in all Points relating to the 
Nature of their Rule. From which, how 
far they are remov'd, is plain. And what is 
worſe, when Things manifeſtly right are 
propos'd, Men engag'd in a Party, as at- 


tach'd to an Eſtabliſhment, or a Sect, or . 


otherwiſe prejudic'd and reſtrain'd, fall foul 
upon them. And though Religion, or the 


Eſtabliſhment, are in their Mouths, yet 
the Zeal in their Hearts, we know, ariſes 


from another Quarter. And there are 
narrow Spirits, Enemies to every Thing that 
is new, without any private Views or Rea- 

ſons at all; which narrow Spirit is extreme-_ 
ly culpable, not only as it is mean not to deſire 


the Truth may prevail, and as it abuſes the 


| beſt Efforts of human Nature, but as under 
a pretended Concern for an Eſtabliſhment, it 
prevents the greateſt Good being done to that 

_ Eſtabliſhment. For the Strength of an Eſta- 
bliſhment muſt lie in its Conſonance to 
Truth; and the next Thing to that is a 
Diſpoſition and Preparedneſs to admit it. 
. „%% 
Men of the fineſt Taſte and Parts find- 
ing the Heathen Writers ſo excellent in Wit, 
judgment, Fire, Correctneſs, Elegance, Sub- 
limity, and whatever recommends an Au— 
thor, have been carry'd after them with ſuch 
Thirſt, this has ſcarce beem allow'd fair Play; 
nor had the Advantages it deſerves _ 
DE „ 


ſuch Pens as were moſt able to do it Juſtice; 
nay, they have made the Imitation of them 
their Way to the Admiration and Applauſe 
of the Publick; and provided they could 
gain that, no matter what became of this. 
Thus the Heathen Poets and Orators have 
been ſtudy'd to the Neglect of their Bibles; 
though what is ſo excellent in them is like a _ 
| Flower out of its proper Place; and thoſe 1 
Faculties of the Mind, which appear ſo ; 
great in their Application of them, muſt 
needs appear much more fo, when apply'd 
. V 
55 To paſs by many other Things; let us 
ſuppoſe the Poet's Deſign is to give a Picture 
of a Perſon of the higheſt Character in Life. 
Here the firſt Thing is to know what is the 
true State of the World; and the next, what 
Providence is, and how it 1s exerted: For 
without this, How ſhall he know what 
Action is moſt meritorious, or ſupport his 
Hero under the Difficulties he muſt ſur- 
mount ? Tis plain, therefore, that without 
this his whole Scheme or Plan, however well 
imagin'd and conducted, muſt be not only 
imperfect, but the mere Effort of a Mind 
diſplaying its own Powers in a Way not a- 
greeable, not a-kin to the true Nature of 
Things. And conſequently, till theſe Points 
are ſettled his whole Performance will be no- 
thing more than a fine Romance. On the 
contrary, let theſe two Points be fix d, and 
ee i then, 
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e 
then, as there is room for the Philoſopher, 
and a right Bottom whereon to build his Phi- 


loſophy, Knowledge, Wiſdom, Morality, 


Truth, call it what you pleaſe, and whereon 
the Mind reſts ſecure, and is enabled to 
mount up to the higheſt Pitch of Virtue; 


ſo is there for the Poet's too, and particular- 


ly for the brighteſt Imaginatien: For if hu- 


man Nature is tobe rais'd to ſuch Perfection as 


to make a Syſtem of Creatures, who ſhall 
fully apprehend, and act agreeably to Truth, 
they muſt of courſe form Scenes of Plea- 
ſure, Friendſhip, Love, Honour, Politeneſs, 
Wonder, above the utmoſt Reach of Art; 

and therefore the nearer any Deſcription ap- 


_ proaches them, the more excellent it muſt. 


be. And it is thus, I think, theſe Powers 


of the Mind are deſigned to be apply'd, and 


not in forming Scenes and Draughts, which 
have no Foundation in Nature, which ne ver 


did or will exiſt. 
And as in this Method ſuch Obſervations 


and Precepts of Philoſophers as are right, 


and indeed the Sentiments of all wiſe Men 
in general, are like a River got into its pro- 
per Channel, where the whole Stream runs 


bright and clear: 80 it is here, the Poet's 


Preſage of Immortality to himſelf is right 


too. For this Defire, this Principle, is plant- 
ed in our Nature, on purpoſe to excite in us 
an Ardour to pleaſe by advancing the com- 


mon Good, and thereby drawing upon our 
ſelves 


N 
ſelves the Eſteem and Love of our Fellow- 
Creatures. And every Thing that is ſaid, or 
done, or writ, in Subſerviency thereunto, 
may claim it, and will ever have it. 
Had an Heroic Poem, which is juſtly 
= eſteemed the greateſt Product of the human 
= Mind, been rais'd upon this Bottom, it muſt 
have been allowed a perfect Piece: The Vir- 
tue and Courage of the Hero, in this Caſe, 
being ſuch as might be propos'd for an Ex- 
ample to others, and beyond which nothing 
fatther could be demanded, either as to the 
Greatneſs or Goodneſs of the Intention, or 
the Virtue neceſſary to execute it. But the 
World not being ſufficiently enlightened, 
nor the Underſtandings of the wiſeſt Men 
able to penetrate ſo far as to know this, it was 
not in the Power of the greateſt Wits to ſet 
ſo fair a Copy before Men, much leſs as they 

wanted the Baſis whereon to found it ; nor 
could tell what was the chief Thing to be 
propos'd, in order to do the greateſt Good 
to Mankind, and to render an Action moſt 
valuable. So that whatever Praiſes are given 
upon many other Accounts to theſe Pro- 
ductions, it 1s certain they won't bear to be 


examined by this Standard; and to afford 
Mankind a Rule of Morals, the Divine Be- 
ing muſt of Neceflity lend an Hand. _ 
Hut to return to what more nearly con- 
cerns us: If Men form their religious Com- 
munions upon Doctrines not warranted by 
Scripture, 


47 

| Scripture, nor found their Zeal for thoſe 
Doctrines, muſt be a great Miſchief, not to 
be cur'd without Alterations, to which we 
find they ever have great Averſion. For 
which Reaſon ſome admir'd Genius's have 
advis'd the Terms of Communion ſhould be 
very large. For as Men are fallible, their 
Opinions and Deciſions may be wrong. And 
| yet however wrong they prove, they will be 
loth to give them up, eſpecially when Power 
and Intereſt are in the Way. Twas this 
drew the Romans into the Dilemma, vis. 


Either to give up their own Ends, or im- 


poſe their erroneous Doctrines upon the Peo- 
le, and procure their Compliance by any 
Lows, however pernicious. And Things 
are now come to that Paſs, Truth itſelf can 
find no Admittance there; nay their Reli- 
gion is that Sink of Pollution, out of which 
have aſcended blind Atheiſm, and thence _ 
Deiſm, ready arm'd, and fit to encounter 
Chriſtianity, ever miſtaking that Counterfeit 
for the Thing, the real Subſtance. Indeed, 
it is the Way of the World, and the Weak- 
neſs of human Nature, to endeavour to eſta- 
bliſh its Intereſt in a wrong Method. Thus 
Princes have been us'd to think, the greater 
and more abſolute their Power, the better. 
Whence Struggles for Liberty on one hand, 
and Prerogative on the other, ſometimes end- 
ing in the Deſtruction of Royalty, and ſome- 
times in that of the true Liberty of the Peo- 


ple. 


. 

ple. And where this happen'd in a Nature 
more fierce and rigid than common, it ſoon 
ſhot forth a Tiberius, a Caligula, a Bajaxet. 
And is it not uſual with others too, to fancy 
the more Authority they can claim, the 


better for them; and to eſteem thoſe their 


beſt Friends, who with Reſolution and Fury 


aſſert their Authority, and to hate others? 


The ſame in Life is ſo obvious, it is thought 


abſurd to expect a Favour without ſome 


prior Obligation, or at leaſt a Power to o- 


blige as the Ground of it. Where then is 


the Wonder if this Narrowneſs of Thought 
does not only make Men jealous, ſuſpicious, 
crafty, diſhoneſt, expoſing them to Tempta- 
tions to do many Things to their own great 


Diſadvantage ; but likewiſe that it excludes 


and prevents that good Underſtanding and 


right Temper Chriſtianity is intended to be- 


get in them? I mean a generous Concern 
for the Public, Reſolution to perform the 
Part allotted you, and in all other Caſes, Re- 
fignation. To which juſt Character who- 
ever attains, will be much better recom- 
| mended and ſecured thereby, than by any 


one Thing in the World befides ; at the ſame 


Time that he will no more fear the Loſs of 


Power and Prerogative, than he would to 


be delivered from an Incumbrance. 


If many of the Great themſelves are thus 
attach'd and ſunk, ſurely you can't admire 


chat Numbers of ſuch as enter into the Holy 
| ST Order; 
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Order, ſhould do it chiefly with a View to 
their own private Intereſt; or that, thut Zeal, 
that Bent of Mind, which ſtands next to 
the Divine Interpoſition and Aſſiſtance, 
ſhould be much wanting; or that few 
Teachers are ſo ſenſible of the Deſign, or 
inſpired with ſuch a Love of Mankind, as 
to make the Succeſs of this Rule the chief 
Buſineſs of their Lives. Nor muſt you quar- 
rel with Men becauſe this has not been, nor 
is now a common Thing: For it is manfeſt, 
ſuch is the Species, it is ſcarce poſſible it 
ſhould attain this till after Ages paſt, And 
it is our Glory it ſhall attain it at all. The 


Rule teaches us to avoid Ambition, Cove- 


touſneſs and Senſuality, and to vie in ſuch 
Things only as may diſtinguiſh us for our 
Affection and Services to the whole Race, 
and to every Member in it, as Circum- 

ſtances demand. And could any one have 

imagined, that Men ſhould prove ſuch able 
Artificers as to erect that noble Pile (the - 
Church of Rome) upon this Foundation? Or 
that Men poſleſs'd of a Syſtem of Morality, 
whoſe cardinal Virtue is Self-denial, ſhould 
have out- ſtript the warmeſt Ambition, un- 
dermine the deepeſt Art and Policy, and 
ſtood up ſupreme in Vanity and Weakneſs? 
And even now can it be ſuppoſed all the er- 
roneous Opinions Men have been led into 
ſhould be removed in an Inſtant? Or that 
a ſhould... ſo apprehend che Nature and 
Perfection 


6810 
Perfection of the Rule in all its Parts, as to 
agree n them, and to become Zealots for 


them, and for nothing elſe? Our Lord de- 


clar d 'twas impoſſible Offences ſhould not 
come, and the Nature of human Minds 


ſhows it is impoſſible Men ſhould at once 


be converted and raiſed all the World over, 
to ſuch Height as to ſee and admire it as it 


deſerves. Beſides, this Knowledge, this Taſte, 
comes not but by Attention, perfect Humi- 


lity, a Virtue, of all others, moſt difficult to 
be acquir'd, a real Love of Truth, and a 


Diſlike to the Things of the World, got bya 
clear and competent View of the Effects of 


that Truth, of the Harmony of the State 


future, and of the Grounds and Foundation 
of its Happineſs, Security, and Eternity. 
All which Things riſing up to our View 
with the Strength of Demonſtration, make 


us look back upon the Glories of this State, 
as upon a little Water which a Man holding 
in the Hollow of his Hand, at once daſhes 
upon the Ground. But 11 are theſe to 
Men whoſe Eyes are dazzled, and their 


Hearts caught and enſlaved to Tr ies, and 
to whom the Objects they aſpire at, and by 
Links of Intereſt obtain, ſeem Realities and 


Subſtances ? And therefore it can be no Ob- 
jection to the Truth of the Scheme itſelf, 


that the Contempt of the World it teaches, 
and the glorious Freedom it requires, are not 


every where found; that the Want of them 
G 0 
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is an Obſtruction to the Doctrine itſelf; or 


that one great Part of human Nature, in- 
ſtead of aſcending, have work'd ſo deep, no 


Light can reach them; and ſuch is the Bent 


of the other, it can ſcarce be hinder'd from 
ſinking down after it, not into the ſame Pit 


indeed, but into one as bad, with the ut- 


moſt Obſtinacy and Blindneſs. 


Ambition, Love of Fame and Glens, 3 at- 
tended with natural Boldneſs, and an active 


Spirit, can puſh Men on to great Attempts. 
But to be able to quell that Ambition, that 
Love of Fame and Glory, is a Thing not to 
be atchiev'd but by having a large View into 
Nature, and being enamour'd of ſuch Acti- 


ons. And when you have ſuch View, and 
are ſo enamour'd, yet the Reward is diſtant, 


and preſent Things importunate. This was 


the Cauſe of the grand Apoſtacy predicted 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and is the Rea- 
ſon Nolo epiſcopari is oft thrown in the Teeth 


of the Clergy as a Reproach that may juſtly 


be fix d upon them. But they who are ſo 
forward to caſt the Reproach, give no Proof 
of their Sagacity thereby. For it does not 
follow, that becauſe the Rule is perfect, Men 


muſt become Angels the Moment it was gi- 


ven. They are till left to their own Deter- 
mination, and if it was perfect all along, 
and will have its Effect at the laſt, this is the 
Thing that hits our Caſe. And though we 
cannot but with Men would act up to it, 60 

the 


e 
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the Weakneſs of human Nature will not 


give us Leave to promiſe to ourſelves too 
much of that Sort; nor ought we to be ſo 
uncharitable as to conclude, nor can we rea- 
ſonably conclude, there are no Inſtances at 


all of it. 


Tis probable, you (like many y others) may 
think—Moſt Reverend Father in God, Lord 
Archbiſhop, Primate, Metropolitan, Sc. 
Things inconſiſtent with the Simplicity of 


the Goſpel. And could we with Juſtice pro- 
nounce Emoluments and Titles the ſole 


Things aim'n at, your Judgment mult be 
right, For in this Method it is impoſſible the 
End of the Goſpel ſhould ever be obtained. 
Bur ſhould you examine into the true Cha- 


| rater of ſome moſt Reverend Fathers I 
could name to you, you would find that a 


Miſtake: Far the Reaſon they were raiſed 
into that Poſt was, that in all human Proba- 
bility they would employ the Power and 
every Thing elſe entruſted ro them with 


Ability and Faitchfulneſs to the End deſign'd, 
and anſwer the high Character contained in 


that Title as near as human Nature advanc'd 


by the Knowledge and Practice of the 


Chriſtian Precepts can be ſuppoſed to do. 
What the Forms of Titles or Diſtinctions 
neceſſary to Society are, is no matter, pro- 
vided the right Temper and true Character 
be found there. And when any Method 
ſhall appear wherein it ſhall be ſo ordered, 
G 2 chat 


„ 


(684) 


that there ſhall be no more Ambition or 


Avarice, no more Fraud or Hypocriſy, or 


perverting of Things to other Uſes, certain- 
ly we cannot but eſpouſe it with Greedineſs. 


But till then we muſt own this is a Thing 
rather to be wiſh'd than boaſted of, that the 


Want of it is one of the greateſt Hindrances 
of what we deſire and long for, as well as an 


Inſtance of the Neceſſity of what we ſo ear- 
neſtly contend for, vig. the Succeſs and 
Completion of this Rule. 


In truth, every Weakneſs in us may be 


look d upon as an Obſtruction, and particu- 


larly the three Vices above-mentioned. For 
through theſe it happens, that thoſe who 
have it in their Power to forward it by pro- 
per Encouragements, by helping ſuch as are 
in too low Circumſtances to afford their 
Children Education, and laying Streſs upon 


every Way and Means of promoting it, yet 
theſe (I ſay) thinking themſelves at Liberty 
to make ule of their Fortunes as they pleaſe, 


tis hence the World is in the Condition you 
ſee. And Men being obſerved to be con- 
{tant in Things whereby their own Ends are 
gained, but falſe and dead in other reſpects ; 


hence human Nature hath been ſet in the 


moſt odious Light, and the very Principles 
of Morality and Religion not only diſputed, 
bur utterly rejected. 

I have repreſented before what the Condi- 
tion of the World mult be did this Doctrine | 


prevail, 
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prevail. If you conceive it the Reverſe, 


you will come nearer to its true Picture, 
than ſhould you imagine that its Caſe. For 
in Fact there is ſo little of it ſeen, ſuch as 
are of a more generous Diſpoſition find it 


neceſſary to look to themſelves, to do what 


they diſapprove in their own Defence, or 
that they may not ſtand for Cyphers. This 
is a common Caſe, and Men have more Love 
of Right and Truth than appears from their 
Actions. Bur ſuch as act upon the Princi- 


les of Hobbs, make it almoſt neceſſary others 
ſhould act in the ſame manner, not to be at 


every turn outwitted by them. So that the 
Miſchief they do in Society is ſcarce to be 
conceived. Beſides, they are of all Men 


moſt buſy, active, daring, at Liberty, and 
can do any Thing with a Grace. For fancy- 


ing others like themſelves, they are aſham'd 
of nothing. What then muſt their Conduct 
be, when Emulation burns, or the Preſſures 
of Life drive on with a Force not to be re- 
ſiſted? Is it not here Corruption is call'd 
the Knowledge of the World, and this too 
confirm'd by ſuch general Conſent, not to be 
quick in Hypocriſy, and Cacodemony is 


Want of Capacity. This you ſay is no where 


to be found but in low Lite, and what you 
ſay is true. But then, where is that low 
Life? Where does that moſt abound, but 
where there are the ſtrongeſt Temptations? 
And where that is I need not ſay. A till 
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(86 
greater Miſchief is, that theſe moſt excellent 
Creatures muſt have great Power and Influ- 
ence both in Civil and Religious Affairs, and 
the Rights of the People depend upon their 
| Regard to that Morality and Religion they 
would bluſh to own. Now you are a Mem- 
ber of the Community, and have had the 
Advantages of an ingenuous Education. 
The moving Principle urges you on to Inte- 
reſt and Honour, your Capacity, Conduct, 
and Uſefulneſs to the Public juſtifying the 
Pretence. The Queſtion is, which is the 
Way ? Regard to Things of that Sort there 
is none. What then remains is to entitle 
yourſelf to the Favour of ſuch as are in 
Power, and the Way to that 1s to conſider 
upon what Principles they act, and what are 
their Views, and what will be agreeable to 
them according to thoſe Views: For what- 
ever coincides with them is the Thing point- 
ed out to you. And in this manner it is the 
Fortunes of Men are too often, if not ge- 
,, oi 
In Countries where their Religion is an 
Impoſture, and their Government Oppreſ- 
ſion, this muſt be the Caſe. And what can 
be more deſpicable or deplorable? Or who 
would not rather chuſe the moſt ignomini- 
ous Death, than be dignified in ſuch Com- 
munities? And I with there were not too 
much Matter of Complaint in others. It is 
certain, Want of Attention, wrong Caſt of 
8 Mind, 
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Mind, wrong Aſſociation of Ideas, Engage- 


ment in other Purſuits, Infatuation in Proſ- 


perity, Warpings of blind Self-Love, Ex- 


ample, Cuſtom, are ſo far from being the 


greateſt H indrances, there are Numbers who 
judge of Principles from what appears; and 
as Men generally a& upon wrong Principles, 


ſeem to conclude right, and conſequently 


have as much Aſſurance, as if there were no 


other Principles, nor were it poſſible any 
Perſons ſhould think better, or indeed ſo 
well as themſelves. Hence their Ignorance 


of the true Light, and their Immoveable- 


neſs in it. Others taking Advantage of the 
impertinent Zeal of ſome, and the Weak- 
neſs of others, who ſet up as Advocates, caſt 


it off as abſurd. Others from the l 


ance they have by chance given it, having 
ſmelt ſomewhat of its Inconſiſtency with 
their Methods of Thinking and Living, de- 
ſire it may appear mean, the Teachers ſink 
into deadly Compliances, and the World 
ſee their Eaſineſs to be made Proſtitutes. 
And much to be lamented it is, that they 
are often gratify'd in their Deſires: Nay, 


though ſome ſtand up with great Reſolution 


aud Bravery, yet how ſoon are the bright 
Characters loſt in the Dirt caſt upon them, 


in the Multiplicity of weak Animals flying 


with Indignation at them, and through the 


Blindneſs of ſuch ticular Excellencies as 


ſhould have ele and ſupported them ? 
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(38) 
Then the Multitude want Diſcernment to 
find out the Excellencies of thoſe Characters, 
by which means they are almoſt left deſtitute 
and forlorn. Add, that there is an Emula- 
tion and Envy among the Virtuous them- 
{elves, which often defeats the good Inten- 
tions, and robs the World of the Advan- 
tages it would otherwiſe have from Men not 
of Abilities and Learning only, but of re- 
markable Honeſty and great Nobleneſs of 
Mind. In the mean time, the Looſe and Hy- 
pocritical have the World to themſelves, can 
impoſe upon and make it follow whe they 
pleaſe, and are ſo far from being conſcious 
of any Thing wrong, they don't know it. 
And ſuch being the Conduct of no ſmall 
Number of Men, 'tis no wonder this Do- 
arine ſhould not by much ſeen 1 into, or che- 
riſhed by them. 
What ſhall we ſay of he Want of Care 
in the Leaders of Civil Podies, to attend to, 
to encourage and inforce the Rule by Re- 
wards, and particularly by their own Exam- 
ples? And in Maſters of Families to keep 
an Eye on the Inſtruction, Behaviour, and 
Conduct of their Children and Servants ? All 
which is fo common, there are few who 
can give a tolerable Account of their Buſi- 
neſs in Life, or the End for which they 
were ſent into the World; but what they do 
is from Neceſſity and not Principle. Prin- 
ciples indeed Men have from Parties form'd 


among n 


( 59 ) 
among them. But to ſearch after Truth, 
and to ground their Principles upon it, is the 


Caſe of very few; nay, tis hard to find two 
Men who have the ſame Principles, and the 


greateſt Part have really none, except that of 


Conſcience, which they cannor altogether 
evade, And as one Sort fails herein for want 
of due Inſtruction, another does ſo through 
the Defects of a ſuperficial Education. So 


that they ſee not the true Nature and Deſign : 
of this Rule, nor the great Good propos'd 


by it; at leaſt not ſo as to engage them in a 
vigorous Proſecution of that Deſign, or to 
give them a Thirſt after that compleat Know- 
ledge which alone can enable them to act 


their Parts in Life to their own greateſt Ad- 


vantage; not to mention the Satisfaction it 


muſt all along afford them, be their Condi- 


tion what it will. 


There is a worſe Evil ſtill : Where Men | 
have no certain Principles, their Approba- 


tion, Eſteem and Praiſe muſt be dealt not 
with any true Judgment, but as they hap- 


pen' d to be pleas'd, or as Things chanc'd to 


ſquare with the Bent of their Minds, with 
the Byaſs and Prejudices they lie under, tho 
unknown to themſelves. When any Thing 


| is cry'd up, examine by what Sort of Men 
the Clamour is rais'd, and you will find the 
Cauſe is ſome particular Turn of their Minds 


which is hit thereby, Or perhaps their Ad- 
miration, which is ſoon rais'd, and as ſoon 
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drops again, was mov'd by ſomewhat—they 


know not what ; nor is the World ever more 
whimſical than in its Judgment of Mens 
Actions: For Succeſs will raiſe its good Opi- 
nion, where there is no room for it, and the 
Want of that fink it where there is. And as 
this Want of Stability expoſes the Multitude 


to the Deſigns of baſe Men, and to be ſet a- 
float by weak ones, ſo is it a Defence too to 
what is brought into Practice thereby: For 


Things erroneous once approved and received 


muſt of conſequence be attended with Ad- 
vantages ; not ſo, the Truth. Which being 
obſerved, Men will make their Court and 
pave their Way to Honour and Preferment 


in the fame Way, though they cannot but 


know to their own great Mortification, that 
notwithſtanding the Name and Figure they 
bear, they don't act what will turn at laſt ro 
their Account ; and are guilty of difſemblin 
ſome Truths in Compliance of the Weak- 
neſs of the World, and for the Sake of that 
Figure, which, at their utmoſt Peril, had 
they been magnanimous, they mould have 
born witneſs to. 

We muſt nor omit the Miſchiefs occaſion- 


ed by Patrons who abuſe their Power, and 
are induc'd either by Flattery or Regard to 


their own Convenience only to overlook the 
Charge committed to them. As this beſpeaks | 


a mean Underſtanding and a degenerate, baſe 
TS let one would imagine the Blot it muſt 


fix 
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fix in their Characters enough to deter Men 
from it. Were Religion a Thing of no Mo- 
ment to the World, a Matter of Form, and 
no more; or were all the Clergy engag'd in 
a Cheat, a Craft of their own contriving, in 
this Caſe, why ſhould not Men be allowed 
to act arbitrarily, and to trample it under 
their Feet at once, deſpiſing the Order as a 
Set of poor Pedants, and villanous, proud 
Men, and the other as one of thoſe weak 
Things which are common in human Life, 
and the Spawn like all Superſtition of Igno- 
rance impos'd on by Knavery ? But a very 
little Underſtanding will convince us this 
cannot be ſo ; and conſequently that nothing 
can be more dangerous, more pernicious, 
than to offend in a Point of ſo great Mo- 
ment, not only as a Perſon betrays his Truſt, 
acts his Part ill, ſhows he has no Concern 
where he ought to have the greateſt, and 
proſtitutes what ſhould be ſacred to him; 
but as he hinders the Good of Mankind, and 
is guilty of doing to them the moſt injuri- 
ous, the moſt miſchievous, nay, the moſt 
_ curſed Thing in the World, 

But of all Obſtructions the greateſt is, the 
Diſlike Men have to the Change of the Stan- 
dard by which their real Happineſs is to be 
meaſur'd, and that is, in Proportion as they 
promote the Good of others, or add by any 

Means in their Power to the Happineſs of 
the rational Syſtem, This, however _— 
| ent 
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(92) 
lent in itſelf, 1s yet extremely oppoſite to the 
Bent of all little Minds; nor could you pro- 
poſe ought worſe to them than what is pro- 
pos'd here, v2. that laying aſide the Pre- 


| poſſeſſions and Prejudices they are under, 


they mult learn to delight in the beneficens 
Uſe of Riches, inſtead of delighting i 
Riches themſelves ; in the due Aren 


and happy Effects of Power, inſtead of de- 


lighting in Power itſelf; and in what is 
truly excellent, what belpeaks a wiſe good 
Mind, what is agreeable to Nature and the 


original Frame of Things, inſtead of de- 
lighting in worldly Pomp and Grandeur, or 
in any other Advantages whatever. And yet 


however offenſive this may be to them, it is 
not only enjoin'd here, but agreeable to Rea- 
ſon itſelf. Diſtinction in a State wherein it 
could be diſcerned, muſt be determin'd by 
the moral Character only: For Want of 
which Diſcernment in this State it is deter- 
min'd by Fortune. The greateſt Inconveni- 
ence of which 1s, that the Pefts and Plagues 


of Mankind have been, and may be Men of 
the greateſt Diſtinction. As ſuch Diſtincti- 
ons therefore anſwer not the Deſign of the 


Creation, they are indeed guarded and ſe- 


cur'd here, becauſe the contrary would be 
an Inlet to all manner of Wickedneſs, Con- 


fuſion and Miſery ; but at the fame time 
Men are call'd upon and urg'd to turn their 


Minds, and to be bent upon what will. And 


the 


8 
the Great and Rich Man in the Goſpel is re- 
preſented lying under the moſt exquiſite Tor- 


ments. For as no Character is ſo odious as 
that of a Man who ſpends his Fortune in 


the Gratification of his Luſts, ſo to prevent 
it, the Colours are laid on ſtrong. And in 
the Senſe of the Goſpel the Hypocrite and 
Lyar are ſuch, as inſtead of this Doctrine 
have invented a new Religion of their own, 


which is a Lye. And all Religions which - 
inſtead of this have ſubſtiruted ſomewhat 


elſe, or lay Streſs on other Things, to 
the Excluſion of it, or weakening of it, are 
guilty of ſo much Evaſion. Indeed all the 


Promiſes of hearing the Prayers, and de- 


fending the Cauſe of the Poor, and pouring 
Vengeance upon ſuch as wax fat and kick, 
which abound in Scripture, are Predictions 
and Engagements of that grand Revolution, 
when God will deſtroy the World, and all 


the Proſperity which either is, or ſhall be 


enjoy'd, with generally ſo much Neglect of, 
and oft Injury and Cruelty to the poor Peo- 
: 1 5 

How great and unſpeakable the Advan- 
tages of ſuch a Change muſt be, I have be- 
fore ſhewn, and likewiſe that it makes no 
Alteration but what is the Intereſt not only 


of the World in general, but every Indivi- 
dual in it, let his Condition be what it will. 


But then this cannot poſſibly appear, except 
to ſuch as will ſtudy the Rule, and learn to 
NI | under- 
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(940 8 
underſtand its true Nature and Deſign, which 
is, that we walk not after the Fleſh, but af- 
ter the Spirit, or according to this Change: 
For by the Fleſh is meant Paſſion and the 
Cuſtoms and Faſhions introduc'd by it; and 


by the Spirit is meant that Rule which was 


taught by the Spirit of God, and which re- 
quires us to act as Reaſon (Reaſon pure, 
unperverted, unmix'd, and ſuch as it would 
have been in a State of Innocence, or had 
Mankind known no other) directs. Rational 
Creatures Men by Nature are, being poſ- 


ſeſs'd of the Power, the Faculty; notwith- 


ſtanding which, Appetite ever had, and now 
has the predominant Part in their Conduct 
and Determinations ; not only introducing 
the paſt and preſent Cuſtoms and Faſhions 
of the World, but having the greateſt Sway 


in, and giving the chief Caſt to the largeſt 


Part of the Diſtinctions made contrary to 
that true Order, which, did Reaſon ſolely 
preſide, they muſt have obſerved. And the 
Buſineſs of Religion is to bring Men to the 
Obſervation of that Order ; not apprehend- 
ing which, one Sect among us have caſt off 
all Regard to human Diſtinctions. And if 
Inſtead of building upon Doctrines not tena- 
ble, and appearing ſingular in the Cut of 
their Coats, and obtuſe Dreſs, they had con- 
tended for ſuch Society as muſt follow, were 


the Standard chang'd, and declared againſt 


all Diſtinctions not conſonant thereunto, no 
5 Objection 


— n r 1 . 
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Objection could have been brought againft 
them, except that the Chriſtian Rule is not 
to be propagated and eſtabliſhed in that 


Way ; but on the contrary, by the good Ex- 


ample of its Profeſſors, manifeſted by their 


ele 4 and recommended by their enga- 
ging Behaviour, and ſupported by a righ 
S Underſtanding. F 


Children born to the Drudgery of Life 
are taught to renounce the Pomp and Vani- 
ties of the World, though they, poor Crea- 


tures, were never doom'd to be much tempt- 
ed that Way. The Doctrine, though pro- 


per always, is yet to be apply'd particularly 
to the Rich and Great: For he Ry Ene 
of what is propos d and demanded is, that 
they, inſtead of uſing the Advantages they 
have in the common Road, ſhould do it in 


the Manner here ſuggeſted. To teach this, 


is to teach Chriſtianity. O were it every 
where, in all Countries, thus taught! O 


were it conſtantly thus taught in our own ! 
How many, inſtead of protefling one Thing 
and acting another, would be brought to ex- 
preſs it in their Manners, and to conduct a- 
greeably to the new Standard, to be not for- 


mally but effectually converted to it! Tis 


true, the mere Principle of Self-Love will 
move People to conform to it outwardly: 


For though they never would be at the Pains 
to know its Truth, yet they don't know but 
it may be true, And to give up all Claim 


and 
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and Pretence that Way is too much: Nay, 


there are that will go a great deal farther ; 


that ſhall be conſtant at Hours of Devotion, 
Obſervers of Feſtivals, Attenders upon the 


Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments, 


to whom this Change of the Standard would 
prove a moſt diſagreeable Thing. In truth, 


this is that Sort of Chriſtianity few care 


for. For as the Lives of few are ſo pure as 
is here required, they love not what upbraids, 
and flies in their Faces. And there are much 


fewer who are not ſo entirely taken up with 
Advantages, Honours, Figure, Power, as 


not to find it utterly inconſiſtent with their 
Views and Turn of Mind. Conform to an 
external Chriſtianity they can, but ro ſubmir 


and give themſelves up to its real Spirit and 
Power, is the Difficulty; nay they love their 


own Eſtabliſhments and the Religion of their 
Country; and as they have Intereſts and 
Proſpects of Advancement in them, tis no 
Wonder. But the true Man is he who wants 
to ſee the Standard chang'd, and Truth up- 


permoſt in the Hearts and Wiſhes of all 


Men. Who longs to ſee them act like rea- 


ſonable Creatures, whoſe Religion muſt of 


conſequence conſiſt in right Apprehenſions 
of the Divine Nature, and a proper Appli— 
cation to it as related to their own ; and their 


Government not in Prerogatives and Powers, 
which never could be intended, nor have 


Affinity to the End propos d; but! in its Re- 
lation 
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lation and Neceſſity to public Good, and in 


ſuch Glory as lives and dies with it: Who 


longs to fee Men vie, not in Things external, 


which is ſhameful, but in Accuracy of 


Knowledge and Juſtneſs of Conduct, and 
whatever Stations or Offices they are in, ſo 
well vers'd in their Duty, as to do to others 


what thoſe Stations or Offices require; happy 


in the Conſciouſneſs thereof, and of their ſo 
anſwering the Deſign of their Creation, and 
in their Aſſurance of every Thing neceſſary 
to their own Good upon that Condition: 
Who longs to ſee not only Idolatry, and all 


manner of Superſtition, andevery Tendency 
to Arbitrary Power deſtroy'd, but whatever 


annoys | the Societies of Men, and their Uni- 


verſality ſo inform'd and temper'd as to 


know all the Relations they ſtand in, and 
to delight in obſerving them, and particular- 
ly in adding to whatever ods to increaſe the 


Happineſs, by augmenting the Virtue and 


Perfection of the whole: Who longs to ſee 
Perſons of Diſtinction forſaking all other 
Purſuits as mean, and inſpir'd with every 
noble Sentiment of this Kind; ſedulous to 


do that Part, which accompanying ſuch Di- 


ſtinction, muſt render it not more amiable in 
itſelf, than beneficent to the World; and 


all Nations and Families upon Earth pleased - 


now with the Happineſs intended, and point- 


ed out to every Station, but much more with 
the Thoughts of what is to come, provided 
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they perform their Parts duly: Who longs 
to ſee Religion made ſo eaſy, reduc'd to ſuch 
Purity, and ſo fully taught, as to give the 


compleat Knowledge, Satisfaction and Joy 
it is intended to give, and to remove all the 


Obſtructions to them it is intended to re- 
move; that ſo every Man, as he is ſurround- 
ed wich as many Privileges and Advantages 
as he could with, may thoroughly under- 


ſtand, and rejoice in them: Who longs to 


ſee ſuch as have Power and Influence intent 
and fix d hereupon, that fo all the Aſſiſtances, 


Advantages and Means of bringing Men to 


it that can be had, may be had, and they 
themſelves, as rene of hs greateſt 


Good to Men, may have the Praiſe, and every 
other Reward of it: Who longs to ſee the 


World in its true State, or when all Men, 


however otherwiſe proſperous or great, hall 


think that nothing, unleſs accompany'd with 

an Underſtanding to know, and Virtue to 

act in Conformity to that prime Intention. 
This is the State Men have forſook or err'd 


from; and to bring them back, or to raiſe 
them up to which, is the great Buſineſs of 
Chriſtianity, which holding « out the ſtrongeſt 
Sanctions, obliges them to the Obſervation 
of ſuch Rules as would ſecure to each his 
natural Rights and Privileges, in the full 
Enjoyment of which his preſent Happineſs 
confſiſts. So that all a Man can wiſh is, to 


live with ſuch as know and obſerve thoſe 
Rules, 


» WG DEN 7 


FW IO: oY _ IT * 
« 2 22 WY 2 
3 1 2 K * 
2 ADORE IO nn nn 
Bu Co IG GAIT FECT 


"46% 
3 


(99) 


Rules, or in other Words, where the true 
Religion is rightly apprehended, the Go- 


vernment adminiſtred agreeably, and all ſo- 


_ cial and relative Duties are kept. In which 


Caſe he is ſure of being as happy as the Cre- 


ator intended he ſhould be, and ſetting aſide 
all irregular Deſires, he can wiſh to be. This 
is the whole Doctrine and Aim of Chriſtia- 
nity, ſave only that conſidering the Weak- 
neſcs of our Nature, it hath provided for that 


too, and is over and above a certain Means 
in the Hands of the Creator of bringing 
Men to the Knowledge and Obſervance of 


that Doctrine, in ſpite of all the Oppoſition 


it ſhall meet with. either from the Luſts and 


Blindneſs of wicked and intriguing Men, or 
from the deſperate Malice and molt intricate 
Deſigns of the curſed Angels themſelves. 


After Mankind had loſt the Truth, a Me- 
thod there muſt be to recall it. And the Di- 
vine Being muſt reveal himſelf in ſuch man- 
ner as to ſecure the momentous Article of 


the Unity, and yet to anſwer the other End 


of his Interpoſition, and that is to give a 
compleat Rule, and to render it effectual. 
Inſtead of attending to which, Men ſoon = 


quarrel'd about true Notions of that Part of 


it (I mean what is called the Trinity) which 
God hath not explained, nor hath given us 


Power to know more of it, than that the 


Diſtinction of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt 


was made by him, and is appropriated to the 


H 2 Method 
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Method he made choice of for that Purpoſe. 
Had they attended to the Law of Nature, 
the Scene of Life had been regular. But 
they did not, and thence became miſerable. 
And here is a Call upon them to return, in- 
forc'd by all poſſible Motives, at once ſuc- 
couring the preſent State, and preparing for a 
better. The Method is, to banith Idolatry, 
deſpotic Power, or Government, and irre- 
gular Ambitions to ſubſtitute cheir Contra- 
ries; and then teach that every Man ſhould 
endeavour to improve himſelf by laudable 
Means only, and to be content, except when 
he is unfairly treated, with his Condition, as 
who is aſſured of being as happy as he can 
wiſh to be, provided he performs his Duty, 
or in caſe of Failure, repents. Which Me- 
thod is ſufficient, we ſay, to put an End to 
all Diſturbance upon Earth, either external- 
ly in the World, or internally! in every Man's 

Breaſt, as is manifeſt. And then again, ſup- 
poſe the Religion, Government and Society 
of the World once ſuch as is here required: 
the firſt will ſupport the ſecond; the ſecond 
the third; and the third will produce the 


reſt. And thus all is ſecur'd by teaching what Þ 
it is not hard to underſtand, viz. true Reli- 


gion, right Government, che due Perform- 
ance of the relative Duties as underſtood in 
this Syſtem, and a proper Regard to Acqui- 
efcence and Satisfaction in the neceſſary Di- 
ſtinctions in Life, whilſt we wait for and 

earneſtly 
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earneſtly expect that Time when Diſtincti- 


ons will be made upon a true Bottom, and 


this State of Confuſion and Darkneſs ſhall 
be changed into a regular one, according to 
the ſole right Notion of the Providence of 
God, who ſuperintends and will conduct all 
Events, from the Beginning, in ſuch man- 
ner as to bring Things hereunto. And the 


Rule we contend is perfect, not becauſe it 


puts Men into ſuch a State, but (which is 
more agreeable to our Caſe) into one in 


which, if we act accordingly, we ſhall be 


always aiming at, preſſing forward, and ap- 
proaching nearer to it, till all be compleated. 

For though ſome actually deny'd there is 
any ſuch Thing as a Providence, and the 


greateſt Men among the Heathens own'd 
themſelves puzzl'd about it, yet its Reality 


is demonſtrable. For the Things that hap- 


pen are owing to ſecond Cauſes, and the ſe- 
cond to a firſt, otherwiſe there are Effects 


without a Cauſe. God created the Species 


free, leaving them to the Uſe of their own 


Faculties, and interpoſing in ſuch manner 
only, as not to force or interrupt the Uſe of 
them. So that whatever comes to paſs may 


be faid to be his doing, conſidered as the firit 


Cauſe, or the ine qua non. But Men are the 
Cauſes of it, conſidered as right or wrong, 


good or evil; or as the Work of thoſe who 


are left to their own Determination. What 
is more, Things generally ſucceed according 
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as they contrive and proje& with more or 
leſs Art and Cunning: Not always indeed, 
for then God might be ſaid to appoint what 
he only permits, and to leave the World to 
ſecond Cauſes entirely ; nay, he muſt be ac- 
ceſſary to that Proſperity and Glory of it, 
which is owing to Craft and ſecret Corrup- 
tion; but ſo far only as he, regarding the 7 
End he propoſes, ſees fit. Which Diſtin- 
Ctions have been ſet in the cleareſt Light by 
others; and what I would add is, that there 
is one conſtant Scheme of Providence from 
firſt to laſt, ſo over-ruling Things as to leave 
Men free, and yet interpoſing ſo as to bring 
them at length to this grand Point. And 
this Conſideration join'd to the other, gives 
us, I think, a compleat, demonſtrable Idea 1 
of it. And what mightily diſtinguiſhes the 
Chriſtian Doctrine is, that it is not only the 
beſt Syſtem of Morality, but perfectly a- 
995 to the Nature of this great Scheme, 
and neceſſary and eſſential to its Completion. 
This is the Doctrine taught, and theſe are 8 
the Obſtructions to it: Obſtructions not a 
little rc to be lamented, For hag it muſt | N 


had pierc od. into the Cooke by which this and 1 F 
other material Syſtems are held together, and is 
found 
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found their ccntripetal and centrifugal or 


Laws of Mechaniſm, and the Phenomena in 
Nature agreeable; could he view the whole 


Wonder! And is it no Pleaſure to obſerve 
2? how the Communities of Men are link'd by 


Laws, and inſtigated by Principles and A\- | 
fections, which duly obſerved, and operating 


aright, muſt produce a Scene, in which ſo 
many Millions of Creatures, exdued with 
proper Powers, ſhould of courſe be ſo hap- 


weak Men are, however remote their Schemes 
= of Religion, Government and Society have 
been, and (till are, from what is perfect, yet 
they are ſuperintende ed by a Power ever rea- 
dy to take the Advantage, to give that Caſt 
to the Affairs of the World, and to conduct 


> over that Weakneſs, they ſhall end at laſt in 
1. the moſt perfect Religion, Government and 
'e Society! Is it no Pledfure to find, that in this 
Method all che Principles and Aff ctiope of 

human Nature, which in this State of Blind- 
neſs and Error appear to be directed general- 
lvy to ſuch mean Ends, will here at laſt be di- 


ch have its proper Work, and every Capacity 


he its proper Pleaſure! Is it no Pleaſure to find, 


ind chat. ſuch as che Weakneſs of human. Nature 
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Scheme, I ſay, with no leſs Delight than 


py! Is it no Pleaſure to find that however 


them ſo that the rational Power prevailing 


45 pes to their right End, and every Power 
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FF 
Author over it, inſomuch that that Miſchief 
which might otherwiſe be done by licentious 
wicked Men, is cut ſhort by a Life propor- 
tioned to that Weakneſs, and that the Rules 
given for the Conduct of human Life coin- 
cide with that Providence : For the whole is 
kept within Bounds, at leaſt ſo as to preſerve ; 
Order in the preſent State; by which Means 
an Opportunity of uſing their Talents is ; 
given Men; at the ſame time Things are fo 
cContriv'd and laid, and ſuch Faculties are 
lodg'd in them, as hereafter ſhall riſe up with 
Power, and work forward to that right State. 
Is it no Pleaſure to find that in the Chriſtian 
Scheme, particularly the wandering Thoughts 
of Men are ty'd down to a certain Method, 
whereby they are (as far as poflible) com- 
pell'd into the Road of Truth and Virtue, 
and centring there at laſt; whatever Evils 
have happen'd, or whatever Good has been 
loſt, they ſhall ſee both thoſe Miſchiefs cur'd, 
and that too in the moſt effectual manner; 
And now this being the End and Defign 
of true Religion, how faulty, how ſhametul 
and baſe is every Thing that puts a Stop to 


it! And yet this is in ſome Degree the Cafe 


of every Man, who inſtead of having this in 
View as the main Object of his Defires, has 
them turned into another Road, and all his 
Deſires and Wiſhes are to diſtinguiſh him- 
ſelf in a Way that has no Affinity to it; nay, Þ 
is the Reverſe. And though this is highly Þ 
TERS ä 


„ 
diſagreeable and odious, eſpecially to Minds 
bent upon the great End here propos'd, and 
of Conſequence might create Diſlike and 


Quarrcl; yet ſee the wonderful Excellenee 


of this Rule in this very Inſtance. For here 
the Minds of Men are inſpir'd with ſuch 
Benevolence, that notwithſtanding all this 


mult be extremely offenſive to them, they 


ſhall bear it patiently, and till love the Au- 
thors. This is that Benevolence, which, tho 


it rcjoicerh in the Truth and its Succeſs, yet 


beareth all Things, believeth all Things, 


hopeth all Things, endureth all Things; con- 


trary to the narrow Reaſonings of Philoſo- 


phers, and equally to the beſt Notions we 
can frame of the Divine Goodneſs itſelf, 
which could not permit ſuch Weakneſs as is 


in Life, but with a View to that great Pur- 
poſe, and requires us to overlook it in Imi- 
tation of its own Example. | . 
And here it is I deſire, if any Thing ſaid 
in the Courſe of the Argument, either paſt 


or to come, in order to repreſent it in the 


beſt Light, ſhall ſeem puſh'd too far, or to 
dip too deep into the Infirmities of human 
Nature, to which I muſt own myſelf as ſub- 
ject as others; this, and whatever may ſeem 
to have any Tincture of ill Nature in it, I 
deſire it may be here ſunk and annihilated, 


as every Thing of that Sort will be at that 
Day, when Chriſtianity (hall attain its Pe- 
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riod, and there ſhall be no more Miſchief 


for ever. 
But not to digreſs too far: Such Faculties, 
I fay, are lodg'd in Men as upon the right 


Uſe of them muſt of themſelves beget this 


Change of the Standard. For it is agreeable 
to Reaſon and Senſe ſuch a Change be made. 
And if Men are allowed the Uſe of them, 
the Conſequence will be this They won't 
rate Things in the manner they were wont 
to do. For Inſtance: They won't admire a 
Man, becauſe being at the Head of an Ar- 
my, he had ſuch Spirit and Reſolution, no- 
thing was too hard for him, or could ſtand. 
before him: Or that being turn'd for In- 
trigue, he could ſee the Way through the 
Weakneſs into the Favour of Men, and 
thence riſing into Power, enſlav'd or pillag'd 
them : Or that being endow'd with great 


Powers of Mind, he employed them in ce- 


lebrating the Praiſe of a worthleſs Prince or 
People, and thereby cauſed great Honours 
ſhould be conferred upon him while living, 
and Monuments erected to his Memory when 
dead. Nothing of this Kind will they ad- 
mire. But having this Rule before them, 
they will admire them juſt ſo far as they 
ſhall appear to have acted accordingly. They 
will ſee wherein the Heathen Philoſophy and 
Morality fail'd, their cardinal Virtues being 
built upon no Foundation that could ſup- 
port. them, for want of making the Divine 

Being 
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Being and the State future the Ground. They 
will therefore conſider theſe two Things as. 
the Foundation of all; and enquiring what 
is the Virtue, the grand Cardo or Hinge up- 

on which a right Syſtem of Rules muſt turn, 


they will find this is, that each ſtudy the 


Good of the whole; and in order to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf, be able to deny himſelf any 


preſent Qualification for its Sake, and to 


poſtpone every private Advantage to it. 
2. That however the relative Duties might 
be impertectly underſtood by Heathens, or 
defective in one Point, while right in ano- 
ther; yet in this Method all are fix'd upon 
their true Foundation, and directed to their 


right End. 3. That the natural Scheme be- 


ing loſt, nothing can poſlibly ſo much con- 
tribute to anſwer the Intention of the Crea- 
tion—the Happineſs of all, as endeavouring 
to reſtore that natural Scheme, or to bring 
Men back to the Law of Nature, to the 


original Order of Things ; which is the Caſe 


of Chriſtianity, and the End of all that great 


Diſpenſation. 4. Thar this therefore muſt 


be made the prime Thing in every Man's 


View, and that his Merit or the Wiſdom and 
Excellence of his Conduct mult be meaſured 
by it. And therefore tho' he won't admire 


a Man, becauſe being at the Head of an Ar- 
my, he had ſuch Spiric and Reſolution, no- 


thing could be too hard for him, or ſtand 
before him; neither the Principles upon 


* „ 
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which he ated, nor the End he propos'd, 
appearing at all right ; yet ſhould a Perſon 
of right Principles, and propoſing the true 
End, behave with equal Conduct, Spirit and 
Reſolution; or one turn'd for Intrigue aim at 
the ſame End with as much Sagacity and 
Dexterity as others aim at other Ends; or 
one endowed with great Powers of Mind 
employ them diligently and faithfully herein, 
ſuch Perſons, Princes, Heroes, Politicians, 
Defenders of the Truth, they muſt needs 
admire. That is, they won't admire and 
applaud Men upon ſuch Grounds as the 
World in its Weakneſs has been wont to do, 
but in Proportion only as they are ſeen to 
act up to the true Chriſtian Character, or 
appear to act upon juſt Principles directed : 
to their right End by a regular Underſtand- 
in 
This is the true N the true - Idea of 
Virtue, as it is the Reſult of the greateſt 
Wiſdom to know, and Reſolution to do what 
is right; which Idea the Heathens could not 
have, not knowing whence to bring their 
Supports, or to fetch that Wiſdom. For 
which Reaſon, Virtue, as underſtood by 
them, and taught and ſupported here, muſt 
be widely different. For it is impoſſible the 
Idea of that which is the Perfection of hu- 
man Nature ſhould be clearly convey'd, where 
the Divine Being himſelf, the Baſis of every 


Thing that 1s praiſe-worthy, was by a moſt 
abſurd 


== 1 

abſurd Blunder left out of the Plan; directly 
contrary to which is what is here offer d; 
where all is regular and compleat: Where 


the Character of the Divine Being is moſt 


amiable, and may be contemplated with 
endleſs Adoration. Virtue is the Way to 
Glory, and wants nothing to encourage or 
ſtrengthen it. Man is repreſented in his true 
Condition, made for a moſt excellent Pur- 
poſe, and has Faculties ſuitable to the At- 
tainment of it, and needs nothing more to 
attain it than Prudence and Conduct in the 
right Uſe of the Means ſet before him. His 


Principles, his Love of Being, Excellence, 


Honour, Diſtinction, Pleaſure, and his Ca- 
pacity for the Enjoyment of them are juſt; 


nor can any of theſe be wanting to him, pro- 
vided he does not want that prudence and 
Conduct, or neglecting his Duty, follows 


after ſuch Things as have no relation to 


them. In a word, here all is Light, Life, 
and Wonder. And were che Princes of the | 
World, inſtead of arbitrary Sway, and mea- 


ſuring their Greatneſs by the Extent of 


Countries under them, all raiſed into this 
Character, and the ſame true of all other 
Degrees and Orders of Men, 'tis plain what 


the Reſult muſt be. All which the Reader 
muſt keep in View; not that this ever wil! 
be the Caſe of Mankind in their preten 


> 4 Lo £45 
State, but becauſe Without is is is no poll 


D ble to ſee the Point intended to be pre 


7 * —_ EI 
* x7 + 1 3 ” 
— Ees MS. 9 
> hs - : 


. 0 * 8 3 a _. 8 "Xx _ * * - ” 
wu * LEON FL q N EE. * 5 n a 2 * r — 4 ” 
3 2 c wh 
r hoon on = 3 penn 
F * La _—— — - 


* — r a e 
3 W Nie 4 n 
3 r oo. 2 p 
A yes ry —— . 
b . 
- . "ns CPU A. ws 


2 WES awww * 2 
es r 
7 
IS 8 8 - 1 — 


— — — Pe ls — - 
* — 


oy — - boo 
v% IF | az 


5 E r „ oo oa Ln 

— 5 3 N ” "{ - 2 3 he we _ . 

. m] ?LVA 7⁰Ä , arte A oa Fs; 

- q + 1 „ 2 ” welt ons; 8 2 5 * 
LIES 3 Se, r 22 z 3 


1 
* 210 


= „ 
2 4 a tet ->v - 
* 7 ** 


* — 1 
. — A _ —— 


_- Z ver 29 
+ des 944A we * * 


: _ . * 7 
2 — - 4 2 4 4 <Z ina, 2 OO Ks _ "42> 
1 . ; . - 4 Ls. . +2. 
* ” . $4 2 Aſn 4 — N - 
PS > : 
— 


( 110 ) 


| laſt, or to be let into a View of that Truth 


which the Philoſophers ſo much ſought in 
vain, and to give which is the Deſign of this 
long Thread of Argumentation. And where- 


as various People have ſtrove to gain their 


Ends, I mean a fix'd Peace and Happineſs, 
ſometimes throwing off the Yoke of T'yran- 


ny, by exerting themſelves in an uncommon 


Way with great Life and Reſolution, and 


ſometimes changing their Form of Govern- 
ment from Monarchy to Oligarchy or a Re- 
public: And in the Church the ſame hath 


been done not only by rejecting the Supre- 


macy which the Romans by pretending to con- 


fer a Power on ſome over others, brought 
both to acknowledge ; but finding Men us'd 
their Power ill, nor anſwered the Ends of 
the Poſts and Places they were rais'd into, 
turning Epiſcopacy into Presbytery, Inde- 


pendency, and one knows not What, it is 


plain ſuch Changes never can work a ſtand- : 


in Cure; however they might put ſome 
Stop to preſent Grievances and Evils. For 
never was any State more unſettled, rumul- 

tuous, vexatious and bloody, than the anci- 
ent Roman Republic, which is ſo oft quoted 


in this Caſe. And in Religion, change the 


Name from Biſhop to Presbyter, or what 
you pleaſe, you cannot change the Nature 
of Men, which will have covetous and am- 


bitious Views under one Name as well as 


another; and when Seaſons arrive, and Op- 


Portunity 
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(int) 
portunity offers, will ſhow them. So that 
no Form either in civil or religious Affairs 
can be ſecure from Miſchief, except that 
one Form which is preſcribed in this Rule, 
and that is, that all, Prince and Subject, 
Magiſtrate and private Perſon, be inſtructed 
and tempered, as has been ſuggeſted. In 


which Cale it is not poſſible any thing ſhould 


be wanting to compleat the Happineſs fo far 
as was intended, of every rational Creature 


in the World. And this being evident, from 


what has been ſaid, it is plain our Rule in 
this View of it is perfect. Let us now take 
it in another, and ſuppoſe this Objection 


made to it, viz. That allowing it is ſo, yet 
it never can take place. For if we can re- 
move this Objection, then all will be clea 
conliſtent and unanſwerable. 


It is manifeſt there is in Nature a certain 


Order to be obſerved, and which being ob- 


ſerved, all is right; and yet this Order is not 
kept up in this preſent State; nay, through 


this grand Defect the virtuous Part of Men 


ſeldom gain what they aim at by laudable 
Means; many ſuffer undeſervedly, and ſome 


are wretched, that is, as far as the moſt ini- 
quitous and baſe Treatment can make them 

o. What follows is, that there is a Time 
appointed when that Order ſhall take place, 


and they ſhall ſhare in it, or make a Part of 


it; that though the World at preſent is by 


no Means a regular or wiſe State of Things, 


neither 
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( 112) 
neither is there that right Underſtanding, nor 
conſequently that Satisfaction in it one can- 
not but wiſh, nay, ro Men of real Inſight it 
is an odious Scene of Weakneſs and Incon- 
gruity; in order therefore to compenſate 
this to them in the firſt Place, and in the ſe- 
cond to gratify every Man's natural Princi- 
ples and Defires, ſuch a regular wiſe State, 
I fay, there mult be. 
Man is a Creature of Reaſon and Inſtinct. 
To follow Inſtincts is eaſy and unavoidable. 
To cultivate his Intelle&, and adhere to its 
Direction, Hic labor, hoc opus. Tis here you 


ſee the Reaſon they ſo ſoon deſerted and loſt 
that Order. And in the violent and moſt 


paſſionate Scramble for the Things of the 


World, *tis obvious how little Relations and = 
Duties would be underſtood, or underſtood, 


regarded; or if they would be regarded by 
ſome, yet how much they would be neglect- 
ed and ſpurn'd by others. 
In this Chaos, this Confuſion, the Buſi- 
| neſs of a Rule muſt be either to rectify all 
Icregularities, all the Follies and Extravagan- 
cies of human Nature, or to counter-work 
them. Now the firſt we find is impoſſible, 
and therefore the ſecond muſt be the Caſe. 
And if whatever Men acquire out of the 
Road preſcrib'd here, it ſhall appear they 
have gained nothing, and that it is impoſlible 
in the Nature of Things they ſhould ac- 
quire ought farther than a preſent Amuſe- 
FIN ment; 


os, 


(113) 
ment; that no public or private Proſperity 
can otherwiſe have in it any Principle of 
Duration, ſuch an Intention there muſt be; 
becauſe otherwiſe, beſides the Miſery and 
Wretchedneſs we ſee, chere could not poſſi- 
bly be any good or wiſe End in the Creation 
and Permiſſion of ſuch a Syſtem. Either 
the Weakneſſes and Extravagancies of Men 
| mult be removed, and the oppoſite Virtues 
| take their Room, or the World is worſe than 
nothing ; nay, it would be Cruelty to allot 
any reaſonable Creature a Part in it, For 
without that Order, or at leaſt ſome Share 
| of it, tis plain, it could not ſubſiſt at all; 
nor can human Laws remedy the Evils, be- 
cauſe human Laws cannot prevent the Suc- 
| ceſſes obtained by Breaches that are clande- 
ſtine, and known only to the Author him- 
ſelf and his Accomplices. So that as he is a 
reaſonable Creature, and will cleave to what 
1s agreeeble to that Order, and muſt deſire 
others would do ſo too, as there is a Neceſ- 
ſity for it; yet, as this is not done by others, 
at leaſt not enough, ſo he may be ſaid to ex- 
iſt indeed, but for no End, except to be a 
Witneſs to what he hates and abhors; and 
that is, to ſee ſuch as bid Defiance to the 
| Rules eſſential to the Support of that Order, 
firſt ſteal by Fraud and Cunning into the 
Advantages, .thence ſhoot forward with Eaſe 
into the Glories of the World, and then fer 
all off with a providentid divind, as though 
| I MAB. 
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infinite Truth and Goodneſs itſelf had had 

the main Hand in ſuch foul Tranſactions. A 
Suppoſition ſo horrid and blaſphemous, that 

it is even of itſelf ſufficient ta prove the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Doctrine, as it is this 
alone which teaches us not to think of, not 
to value, in the leaſt Degree, the Glory to 
be gain'd in ſuch a State, but to be abſtracted 


from and deſpiſe it, and every Thing that 


belongs to it, excepting nothing but our 
Duty, and what is of a Piece with it. 
And that there is a perfect Correſpondence 
betwixt this Rule and the Divine Providence 
3s plain, becauſe whatever Men acquire out 


of the Road preſcrib'd here, they are ſure 


ro find nothing but Diſappointment in it, 


as will appear, if we conſider them either 


as they ſubſiſt in Bodies politic, or of them- 
7% oo no „ RR 


As to the firſt : Caſt your Eye upon what 
Ariſtotle, Tſocrates, and others, have ſaid 


upon Government, and you will find it very 
_ inſufficient, One Thing in particular you 


may take notice of, viz. That they take hu- 


man Nature as it now is, and ſo endeavour 
to adapt their Rules to it. And here it is 
you mult expect fine Precepts, in order to 
render the Prince amiable, and his People 
' virtuous, with many Things which the Wir 


and Art of a skilful Writer will ſuggeſt. 
And yet after all theſe Flouriſhes, this deep- 


ferch'd Philoſophy, human Nature is the 
e m_ 5 ſame. 
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fame. And if Security may be had, it muſt 
be laid in the Principles of Men, and in 
their ſteady Adherence to thoſe Principles. 


And therefore except we could find a Syſtem 


of Politics that could produce this great 


Effect, our Government, however excellent, 


muſt be ſubject to Change. And as this is a 
Thing we cannot but deſpair of, it muſt 
follow that no human State can be built up- 
on a Foundation that is immovable. This 
proceeds upon Suppoſition, that all Things 
in that State, its Laws, its Diſcipline, are 
right; whereas in truth there never was any 


ſuch Thing. And granting this Fact, and 
that it is well prepared and fortify'd within, 
yet it 1s ſtill ſubject to the Want of Fore- 
fight, and of conſequence to be betray'd and 


ruin'd by others. 


Of thoſe whoſe high Lot it hath been to 
hold the Reins, how few have been prepar'd 


with proper natural Abilities, or if they had 
ſuch, cultivated them aright? How few 
have had the Sagacity and Diſcerament to 
ſhun the Snares that would certainly be laid 


for them, or Conſtancy and Reſolution to 


act up to them, ſuppoſe they had? Or if they 


had all theſe Things themſelves, could they 


convey them down to their Succeſſors? 
How ſeldom is it there are no claſhing 
Intereſts, nor oppoſite Claims? Then Am- 


bition and ſelfiſh Views can diſſolve all Ties, 
make a weak Pretence appear ſtrong, and 
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ſet the Bars of Conſcience quite out of Sight. 
And as the upper Part find their own pri- 
vate Intereſt favour'd, their Party likely to 
ſucceed into Power, or their Hopes and Ex- 
pectations are fatrer'd in ſome other Way, 
they are won over to this or that Side. And 


the Populace are drawn either Way, accord- 
ing to the Management they are under. And 


thus while Men are liable to be blinded by 
their Luſts, and at Liberty to liſten to what 
1s right, or otherwiſe, the beſt Claim may 


be ſet aſide. Nor can the wiſeſt Prince be 
ſecure of finding Friendſhip in the Hearts, 
or Stability in the Friendſhip of his People ; 


nor can any State be ſaid to be thoroughly 


well fix'd, where this is or may be the 
Caſe. 


How unſettled, how different king Men 


ever been in their Notions of Government ? 
Some contending for Non-Reſiſtance, mean- 
ing there could be no Remedy in caſe of Op- 


preſſion; and others for an Equality, a Re- 


public, thereby reducing all Things to Un- 
certainty; and few making it to conſiſt as it 
ought to do, in a right Adjuſtment of Pre- 


rogatives and Privileges on both Sides, in Sub- 


ſerviency to the common Good? 


In moſt Countries, to ſecure the Govern- 


ment, and prevent Innovation, they are 


watchful againſt what might be an Inlet, or 


give Riſe to it. By which Means they ex- 


clude not only that, but whatever might be 
of 
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of Advantage to them. And if the Religi- 


on eſtabliſhed, and what the People are 
accuſtom'd and attach'd to be falſe, they are 
under a Neceſſity of guarding and defending 


it, that is, they are under a Neceſſity of do- 


ing the moſt curſed Thing in the World. 
And tho' this may keep all quiet for ſome 
time, yet it is the Reverſe not of Religion 


only, but of Government too. For tho' the 


People are pleas'd, yet they are enſlav'd in 


the worſt Senſe of the Word, and loſe all 


thoſe natural Rights and Advantages which 
ſhould render their preſent Being invaluable, 
and raiſe and fit them for another ; which to 


an ingenuous Mind, however well poſted in 
| ſuch Communities, muſt be a moſt cutting 


Conſideration, and poiſon all its Pleaſures. 


And to an exalted brave one a moſt preſſing 
Motive, a reſtleſs Incitement, at any Ha- 


zard or Loſs, to endeavour after a Change, 
and to free the People from ſuch Bondage 
and Corruption. = | | 
Where there is the leaſt Shadow of Li- 
berty, or where there is the Subſtance itſelf, 
as in this Nation, yet ſtill the Government 


has its Defence to keep, not againſt foreign 
Powers only, but againſt the Intrigues and 
| Snares, the Diſguſt and Malice of the Ambi- 


tious, Aſpiring, and Diſcontented at Home; 


z eſpecially in Times of Peace and Proſperity. 
For as Ambition begets, ſo theſe cheriſn E- 
mulation in Power and Place; Envy at thoſe 
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in them, and Artifice to ſupplant them. 


Whence a thouſand Lies, deep Hypocriſy 


and Diffimulation, Dangers, Concuſſions. 


And beſides, tis hard for Men in Power, 


and who have Opportunity, to refrain. And 


ſome are to be made Friends, and retained, 
| whoſe Deſires are not to be ſatisfy d. Hence 
Meaſures are taken, and Miſcarriages com- 

mitted, which give an Handle to their Ri- 


vals, ill Opinions are conceived by the Peo- 


ple ever diſpoſed that Way, and the worſt 


Things are not only ſuggeſted, but ſtrength- 
ned and confirmed, till at laſt the Govern- 


ment nods and totters. Add, that States be- 
get their own Ruin in ſome meaſure natu- 
rally. For as Temperance, Frugality, La- 
bour, Exerciſe, produce Health, Strength, 
Courage, Patience; ſo thoſe produce Suc- 
 cels, and that Eaſe and Luxury; and thence 


Oppreſſion, Diſhike, Uneaſineſs, Inſurrec&ti- 
on, Rebellion, Revolugon, Ia a word, Men 


are ignorant, paſſionate and ſinful Creatures, 
of very ſhort and uncertain Lives, and in 


conſequence the Affairs of the World muſt 
be unſtable, as they depend, and cannot but 
depend upon the Judgments, Wills, Inte- 


grity and Lives of ſuch Creatures, and a 
thouſand Contingencies beſide. Were the 


Kingdoms of the Earth erected upon a true 
Foundation, the Nature of Society every 
where rightly apprehended, and Men ſuch 


Creatures as to do always what is right, in 


this 


0 
this Caſe all Things muſt be firm and ſe- 


cure. But this is not the Condition at pre- 


ſent; but the Center, the End at which all 
the Diſpenſations of Providence aim, and to 
which all Nations ſhall be brought at the 
laſt; and till that Time none can be ſaid to 
have any, not even the leaſt Aſſurance of a 
laſting Proſperity. 

As to private Happineſs, I have Gown 
public Good ought to be firſt in all our In- 


tentions, and that without this no Action 
can be truly laudable. And yet how little 


of this is there in the World, the very Con- 


ſciouſneſs of which is of itſelf ſufficient to 


daſh the Glory, and make us ſicken at the 
Sight of great worldly Proſperity. For 
hence it follows, that ſhould you examine 
into it, you would find no few Flaws in its 
Riſe perhaps; and conſidering the Effects it 
is apt to have upon the Minds of weak Men, 
tis no Wonder we generally lee ſo much 
Failure in its Uſe. 


2. You are pleas'd with your Proſperity, 


and would have others ſo too ; nay, without 
this your Proſperity is of ſmall Moment 
in the main. For ſearch your Heart, and 
you will find 'tis the Eſteem and Love of 
others you defire and long for. For ſuppoſe 


yourſelf in ſome Ifland, furniſhed with all 


Materials, but very much alone, and neceſſi- 


tated to continue fo. In this Caſe, thoſe 


Materials would be of ſmall Value, there 
14 5 9 
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ciples of a ſociable Nature or Being. From 
this Inſtance it is plain the Eſteem and Love 
of others is eſſential to your Happineſs, And 
now that this cannot he obtained by any 
Thing outward 1s manifeſt ; becauſe, 1, In 
the preſent State 'tis their own Proſperity and 
not yours Men with for and would rejoice 
in: And becauſe, 2. That Eſteem and Love 
which Men in their Proſperity ſeem to have, 
meaſured by ſuch as being reduced they 


would have, is worſe than none. 


z. The Heathen Philoſophers could ſee 


how even from the Cradle the Mind is pre- 
judiced and corrupted, how thoſe Prejudices 


and Corruptions grow up with it, are rivet- 


ed, and ſcarce curable. And this being the 
Caſe of the greateſt Part of, if not all Man- 
kind, hence outward Proſperity is to them 


the Mark and Standard of Happineſs. But 


now, if according to theſe Men, the pre- 
ſent State and Courſe of Things is not a 


right one, then whatever Succeſs a Man has, 
whatever Noiſe he makes, or whatever Fi- 
gure he caſts, tis all a Cheat, not only upon 
others, but upon himſelf too. For all is 
abſolutely deſtroyed by this one Conſidera- 


tion, that had there been a true Underſtand- 


ing in the World, nothing of that Sort had 


cver prevailed in it. And that theſe Men 
were not miſtaken is plain, becauſe if you 


enquire what are the Rules to which Men are 
7 ea e 


in 


obliged to adhere, in order to anſwer the In- 


tention mentioned, you will find they are 


the Reverſe of what Men judge by, when 
ſuch Things are held in Admiration by them. 
Beſides, if the Courſe of the preſent World 
is not agreeable to Nature, nor are the Fa- 
ſhions in it founded thereon, but were in- 


troduced by Weakneſs, are ſupported by the 
Ignorance of the Multitude, and Inſtances 


only how far Mankind have ſever'd from or 
fallen ſhort of the true State, he whoſe Hap- 


pineſs is built upon that Foundation muſt as 


certainly be bubbled, as the loſt Truth ſhall 


be reſtored, or Mankind who have Faculties 


ſuitable, ſhall be raiſed into that State. 


4. Beſides, ſuppoſing there is no ſuch 


Scheme of Providence, yet if ever good 


Senſe grow and prevail in the World, if ever 


the Species improve in that Knowledge 
which is eaſy and natural to it, and the Ob- 
ſtructions mentioned are taken away, this 
muſt be the Conſequence, and Men will 


ſee and deteſt that Proſperity, Fame, Ho- 


nour, Diſtinction, Dignity, Greatneſs, Glo- 


ry, which is no way conſonant to the true 
Order of Things, which ſome had indeed, 
but unluckily for the World and themſelves 


| too, were ſo far from anſwering any wiſe 
End thereby, nothing could be more oppo- 
fite or pernicious. It is certain, the Epi- 
thets weak, ignorant, ſelfiſh, proud, vicious, 
knaviſh, baſe, covetous, unſocial, arbitrary, 
8 . tyran- 
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tyrannical, would be Words without Mean- 
ing, were there no Characters in Life that 
agree with them. And if a Man's Character 
is ting'd with any one of them, however 
proſperous, he is wretched and miſerable, 
tho' he does not know it. And yet worldly 
Proſperity is ſo far from boaſting an Exemp- 
tion from them, that it is in its very Nature 
to beget them, and what is worſe, a Looſe- 


[neſs to, and Contempt of, that Religion 
which Providence hath appointed as the ſole 


Means of ſetting Men above them. From 
which Conſiderations we may ſafely con- 
clude what the greateſt ſecular Advantages 


are, and that when a Man has got them, 


tis a thouſand to one they degrade and fink. 
him into that Character, which of all others, 
in his right Senſes, he would hate and abhor, 


In the mean time, Providence ſtands ever 


arm'd with Sword, with Famine, with Pe- 


ſtilence, to reduce what is wrong, and to 
keep the Nations of the Earth within the 


Bounds of Sobriety, leaving us nothing that 


we can depend on, but the Wiſdom of our 
Conduct in conforming our Actions and Be- 


haviour to the Nature of its Deſigns, and 


relying for what is to come, upon the Stea- 
dineſs of its Hand and irreſiſtible Power. 
And tho' particular Men are apt to flatter 
themſelves with long Views, and to put 


the Period of their preſent Being far off, 
yet in truth it is inſtant, at their Heels, and 
upon 


( 123 ) 

upon their Necks. For Diſeaſe and Death 
are ever ready to cut you ſhort of your Aims : 
And could you ſee the World as it really 1s, 
you would fee it in the Form of ſo man 

Bubbles upon the Surface of the Sea, or ſo 
many Sparks in a burnt Chart, where Things 
appear and ſhine, and yet the Wonder is, 
how ſoon they go out and are no more. 

As therefore there is no Stability in the 
World, the Difficulty is how to conduct 
Things ſo, that all Men may have their rea- 
ſonable Appetites and Deſires anſwered. In 
the preſent State, as they have deſerted the 
true original Principles and right Courſe, 


and are generally enſlav'd by the Objects of 
their Luſts; nay, were, for this Reaſon, Fa 


believe, ſentenc'd to Diſcaſe and Death, 

plain this cannot be done. It is eue I 
therefore they be taught what thoſe Princi- 
ples and that Courſe are, and be brought to 
ſuch State, as to obſerve them without Dan- 
ger of Infringement. For it is manifeſt, if 


you can bring them to this, every End is 
gained. 


TI have already proved, 


_—_ 


fition. 5 


That the Chriſtian Precepts are agree- 
able to that Ed. 


4 That | 


1. That the Divine Interpoſition was ne- 


2. That this is che End of that Interpo- 
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That the whole Scheme was appointed 
for chat Purpoſe. 
What that End, that Purpoſe is. 
6 That the Method | Is ſuch as mult effect 
that End. 
That this is the ſole el Method 
of obtaining that End. 
And theſe Things being regularly deduced 
from ſeveral Texts of Scripture, this is ſuf- 


ficient to evince the Point in Hand beyond 


all Poſſibility of Evaſion or Contradiction. 
However, it will be of Uſe here to examine 


farther into the Nature of the Holy Wri- 
tings, in order to ſhew that this Rule, thus 
perfect in itſelf, is compleatly ſet forth by 


them. Now if che Holy Writings do all 


8 directly aim at this End, then whatever 
Difference of Opinion may happen as to 


their Original or Inſpiration, they muſt 
of Neceſſity be true; it being evident 
that this is a Thing which a Being infinitely 


wiſe and good muſt propoſe to himſelf in 
the- Creation, Permiſſion and Government of 
ſuch a World as this is, or of ſuch Crea- 


tures as Men are. To know the real Merit 


of any Book or Writing, the Way is to exa- 


mine into the main Scope and Deſign, and 


then to ſee, ſuppoſing that good, whether 
the Means made uſe of are ſuch as will at- 
rain it or no, By which Rule, if you judge 
of theſe Wricings, you will find nothing 


was 


(61230 
was ever written with more Clearneſs or 
Plainneſs, or with greater Simplicity and 
Freedom from Artifice or Affectation; no- 
thing can poſſibly be more manifeſtly and 
undeniably true from the Goodneſs of its 
Deſign. 

Fo or, 1. Since Mankind are naturally 
prone to Idolatry, is it poſſible a better Me- 
thod ſhould be contrived to reſtrain them 
from it, than binding them to the Worſhip 
of the true God by the ſtrongeſt Sanctions? 
Not all at once: For this could not be done 
without Encroachment upon the free Uſe of 
their own Faculties; but by ſelecting a People 
on purpoſe, who ſhould be vifited with extra- 
ordinary Judgments, whenever they fail'd here- 
in; whoſe Reward, ſhould they cleave to it, 
ſhould be inexpreſlibly great, and their Mi- 
ſery as remarkable as Wretchedneſs in its ut- 
moſt Extremity could make it, ſhould they 
not. Read the Writings of Moſes over, and 
you will ſee that their Sublimity does not ſo 
much conſiſt in an Expreſſion quoted by a 
certain Critick, as in the Weight and Streſs 
laid upon this one Article, and in its being 
ſo preſs'd and urg'd, nothing can be more fo. 
To be a Warning and an Inftance to them 
of the Divine Vengeance upon this Crime, 
were they not commanded to deſtroy, and 
not ſpare the Idolatrous, but to extirpate 

them utterly? Were they not made Inſtru- 
ments of what ſhould be in the like and 
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( 126 ) 
worſe manner executed upon themſelves, 
ſhould they be guilty of that Crime? Could 


any Thing deter them from it more than 
the greateſt Aſſurance that it ſhould be fol- 


lowed with Deſtruction and Havock, of ſo 


much the worſe kind, as they ſhould not be 


to them as to others an End of Sorrows, 
but fucceeded with Plagues and Curſes,with- 

out Pity, without End? And of all the 
Plagues and Curſes that can light upon Men, 


what greater than to be fo preſs d by Siege, 
as to eat the Fleſh of their own Children, to 
fly before the Face of their Enemies, to 


find no Reſt to the Soles of their Feet, to 


have a trembling Heart, failing Eyes, and 


Sorrow of Mind always, to be an Aſtoniſh- 


ment, a Proverb, a Bye-word among the 


Nations whither they ſhould be ſcattered, 
and to have Bleſſings put into their Hands 
for no other End than to be wreſted from 
them, and enjoyed by thoſe that did it in 


their Sight? 
2. The particular Regard paid to this 


People above all others in the World, the 


eminent Virtue of their Anceſtors, the 
mighty Eſteem and Veneration in which 
they are held by them, and the ſignal Ho- 


nour done to them, in ſelecting them from 
among others, and preſerving them from the 


great Scandal of Idolatry, coincide with that 


natural Love Men have for themſelves and 


their own Nation. And therefore they muſt 
19855 neceſſarily 


(127) 


neceſſarily be a ſtrong Engagement upon 


them to love that Religion and Law, by 
which Things tending thereunto were ſo 


ſtrongly injoin'd and inforc'd. Neither is it 


poſſible to invent any Thing that could have 


greater Force or Influence upon them. For 
there is nothing Men are ſo fond and tenaci- 
ous of as peculiar Marks of Diſtinction. 
And ſo you find the Jeus to this Day fo 


renacious of their Law and Religion, nothing 


can extort it from them; nor can the Force 
of Truth itſelf, nor the greateſt Honour 
that could be done to them, break through 
that Tenacity. ne „ 

3. Not to mention other Topics, nothing, 


provided they kept cloſe to their Duty, ſnould 
be wanting to them, or able to withſtand 
them. They could neither want Counſel to 
direct, nor Strength to execute, nor Aſſiſt- 
ance and full Power to ſucceed their Under- 


takings. And to prevent their being ſtruck 
and drawn aſide by the Magnificence of the 
Worſhip and Temples of Idolaters, here all 
Things are ſpecify'd, and the whole Service 
ſo circumſtantial and ſplendid, no human 
Art or Invention could vie with it. Their 


Temple was one of the moſt remarkable 
Things in the whole World, having over 
and above this indelible Note of Diſtintion 


ſet upon it, that it was dedicated to the 


Worſhip, and honoured by the Approbation 
and Preſence of God himſelf, when no 
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other was ſo. In Correſpondence with the 
fame Deſign were Prophets rais'd up, and 
whatever they threatned or foretold was al- 


ways, except in caſe of Repentance, ful- 
fill d. Whatever they ſaid or writ, either 


hiſtorical or moral, or relating to the Ap- 


pearance of the Meſſias, points the ſame 
Way. The relative Duties are taught in a 
manner agreeable to the then preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of the World, in as great and 
much greater Perfection chan in any other 


Nation; and they were inculcated with their 
true and proper Authority, when in other 


Places they were not ſo. The Account given 


of the Fall is agreeable to what Experience 


teaches, and allowing only for the manner of 


the Conveyance (a Thing in its own Nature 
arbitrary) rational. The Inſtitution of the 
Sabbath, the Degeneracy of Mankind, and 
their Deſtruction by the Flood, and in a 
word, the whole Plan of the Oeconomy 
appears to have no Abſurdity, no Contra- 
diction in it. But all Things there taken 
ſeparately, or together, are manifeſtly ſub- 
ſervient to that End. And therefore as we 


can bring no reaſonable Objection againſt the 
Writings in which ſuch Things are con- 
tained, nor againſt the Things themſelves, 
provided they have a good and wiſe Uſe, ſo 


that Uſe appearing, is a clear Proof that 
_ thoſe Writings muſt of neceſſity be admitted 


by 1 us. 
Thus 


„ 

Thus every Man may be ſatisfy'd in the 
Authority of the five Books of Moſes, and 
in that of the Book of Fo/hua manifeſtly 
aiming at the ſame End, and inculcating the 

ſame Things. After this, the Hiſtories of 
the Conduct of this People under the In- 
ſpection and Tutelage of the Angel of God, 
as contained in the Book of Judges, the 
firſt and ſecond of Samuel, the firſt and ſe- 
cond of Kings, the firſt and ſecond of Chro- 
nicles, and the Reſtoration of the Captivity, 
as contained in the Books of Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah, together with their Supplements, or 
Books of Ruth and Eſther, have nothing in 
them that can be objected to, and appearing 
to have a moſt excellent Uſe and Deſign, 
muſt of Neceſſity be admitted by us. 
Of Prophecy this is the true and eſſential 8 
Character. Behold, I have put my words in 
thy mouth: ſee I have this day jet thee over the 
nations, and over kingdoms, to root out, and 
to pull down, and to deſtroy, and to throw down, 
to build and to plant, Jer. 1.9, 10. The Ark 
in the Tabernacle was called the Ark of the 
Teſtimony, and Chriſt bore the ſame Teſti- 
mony. The flying Roll which the Propher 
Zachary faw had this Property, that into 
whatever Houſe or Nation it was brought it 
ſhould deſtroy it, Zach. v. 2. And Chriſt gave 
this Command to his Diſciples, In what place 
farver ye enter into an houſe, there abide till ye 


depart 
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to paſs, he ſhall have whatſoever he ſaith. 


ye defire when ye pray, believe that ye receive 


ED 
depart from that place. And whoſoever ſball 


not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart 


thence, ſhake off the Duſt under your feet, for 


a teſtimony againſt them, Mark vi. 10, 11. 
When Moſes had taught and inſtituted his 
Religion, the Character he gives of it is, 
See, I have ſet before thee this day life and 
good, and death and evil. Deut. xxx. 15, If 
ye ſhall diligently keep all theſe commandments 
which I command you to do them, to love 
the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, 


and to cleave unto him; Then will the Lord 


drive out all theſe nations from before you, and 
ye ſhall poſſeſs greater nations, and mightier 


than yourſelves, Every place whereon the 


ſoles of your feet ſhall tread, fhall be yours. 
— There ſhall no man be able to ſtand before 
you : for the Lord your God ſhall lay the fear 
of you, and the dread of you upon all the land 
that ye ſhall tread upon, as he hath jaid unto 
you, are the Words of Moſes, Deut. xi. 22. 
And one of you ſhall chaſe a thouſand, ſays 
Foſhua, xxili. 10. And in like manner eve- 
ry Thing muſt give way to the Goſpel : 
For whoſoever ſhall ſay unto this mountain, Be 
thou removed, and be thou caſt into the ſea, 
and ſhall not doubt in bis heart, but ſhall he- 
lieve that thoſe things that he ſaith ſhall come 


Therefore J ſay unto you, what things ſoever 


them, 


(At) 


them, and ye ſhall bave them, Mark xi. 23. 
meaning that miraculous and unlimited 
Power which attended the firſt preaching 
of the Goſpel, as it had done the Inſtitution 


of the Jewiſh Religion before, and which 
ſhall compleat it at laſt; lee that what 


ever you pray for or defire coincident there- 
with, you ſhall have, and can no more doubt 
of it, than if it were prefent. The Pardon 
or Puniſhment; the Salvation or Deſtruction 
of Men muſt be determined by ir, by this 
Goſpel, by this Word taught and inſpir d by 


the Divine Spirit. And when be had jaid 


this, he breathed on them, and faith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt be ye inſpir'd 


with this Word, in virtue of, and according 


| to which, Whoſe ſoever ſins ye remit, they are 
| remitted unto them; and whoſe ſoever fins ye re- 


tain, they are retained „Joh xx. 22. And, What- 


ſeever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in 


heaven: and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, 
ſhall be hoſed in heaven, Matt. xviii. 18. And, 

| Whoſoever ſhall fall on this ſtone (fo the King- 
dom of God is ſtil'd in the Language of the 


Prophets, 1/a. viii. 14, 15. Zech. x11. 3.) ſhall 
be broken: but on whomſoever it ſhall fall, it 
will grind him to powder, Matt. xxi. 44. In 


” ſhort, this is the Word which proceederh 
| Bm God, and of which it is ſaid, Man 


i ball not live by bread alone, but by every word 


which proceedeth out of the mouth of God, 
1 Deut. 
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Deut. viii. 3. The Doctrine delivered by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles is not another Do- 
ctrine, but of the ſame Origin and Nature, 
and has the ſame Authority and End. The 
Fewiſh Rites and Ceremonies are aboliſn- 
ed, having anſwer'd what they were deſign'd 
for; but the Law and the Prophets prophe- 
ſy'd till John, and then began the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, in which are Precepts imme- 
diately adapted to the Thing in Hand. The 
firſt forerold the Deſtruction of many Places, 
the Diſperſion and Gathering of the Fews, 
and particularly the Diſſolution of the H- 
rien, Perſian, Grecian, and Roman Empires, 
and that the ten Kingdoms riſing out of the 
laſt, after baving been intoxicated, commit- 
ted Whoredom, or fallen into Superſtition, 
ſhould recover; and then, as both agree, 
all ſhould conclude in a Kingdom which 
ſhould break in pieces, and deſtroy all other 
Kingdoms, and ſtand itſelf for ever. 
There is nothing fo ſtrong as Truth. For 
the World is conducted by infinite Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, as is demonſtrable, - 
And by a Kingdom that ſhall break in 
pieces and deſtroy all other Kingdoms, con- 
 fidering the whole is under that Conduct, it 
wuſt follow, this is the Thing deſign'd. The 
whole Purpoſe muſt be to gain this one End, 
to put ſuch as ſhall be found worthy into 
Poſſeſſion of that Truth and its Effects. 


af 
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I have before obſerved how much Man- 
kind have ſwerv'd from the Law of Nature. 
1. In deſerting the Creator, and ſetting up 
the Worſhip of Idols. 2. In propoling to 
themſelves wrong Objects for their Purſuit 
in Life, 3. In making a wrong and weak 
Eſtimate of the Things in it. 4. In ſtri- 


ving to outſtrip one another in Things 


wherein there ought not to be the leaſt Emu- 


lation. 5. In giving themſelves up a Prey 


to Avarice and worldly Ambition. 6. In 


complying with the Faſhions and Cuſtoms 


introduced by them. 7. In neglecting to 
| ſeek after the true Law of Nature. 8. In 
transferring the Grounds of Honour, Re- 
ſpe, Deference, Veneration, from the 


Things to which they belong to the moſt 


improper Objects. 9. In making thoſe 


Things the Rights and Privileges of Birth 


and Inheritance, which in reality are due to 
every Man's good Conduct only, by which 
Means Virtue is diſcouraged and funk, and 
the right Order of Things inverted. 

I obſerved likewiſe, that there is planted 
in Man a ſtrong Impulſe to Glory, in order 


to make him an Inſtrument of Good, and 
ſtudious and ambitious of adding to the 


| Happineſs of the whole rational Syſtem. 
The firſt Effect of which Impulſe was in- 


* ſtead of meriting from others, to ſtrive to 


erect himſelf by any Means above them. 
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ind not content with that, to ſer himſelf 


up as the proper Object not only of their 


Honour, but Worſhip too. Thus introdu- 
cing into the World Idolatry, the fouleſt 


Vice, to gratity a molt irregular and odious 


Paſſion ; which Impulſe works in all. Men 
but the true End being Joſt, Diſorder and 
Miſery enſued, occaſioned by Men degraded 


and debas'd into ſuch vile Characters as to 
become the Cauſes of them. 


| In ſuch a State, where there is little or no 
Regularity, nay, where there muſt be the 
very utmoſt Confuſion, fave what is pre- 


vented by human Laws, which cannot reach 
to one thouſandth Part of the Cauſes of the 
greateſt Evils, as Numbers muſt be deprived 
of the Happineſs they were made to enjoy, 


and even thoſe who enjoy'd the moſt muſt 
fall ſhort of what is intended them: And 
as Man is a ſocial Creature, whoſe Happi- 


neſs depends not upon his own Diſpoſition 
only, but likewiſe upon that of others : 
And as the Happineſs of all in Conjunction 
_ mult depend upon the Fitneſs of the Tem- 
per of each Member; ſo without the Inter- 


poſition mention'd, no good End can be 


made of ſuch a State, nor in itſelf is it to- 
| lerable. But now, according to the Tenor 
of this Doctrine, the Deſign is to correct 
whatever is the Occafion of Miſchief, to re- 
move whatever is an ne. to that 


_ Happineſs 
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Happineſs which would be felt and enjoyed 
every where, did the Law of Nature or the 
original Order of Things prevail. Beſides, 
there 1s no Principle of Duration 1n either 
public or private Proſperity, fave only as they 
coincide with what is here propos d. Ac- 
cordingly, the greateſt Empires are vaniſh'd, 
and the reſt, being more or leſs of the ſame 
Compoſition, muſt follow. It is agreeable 
to infinite Wiſdom and Goodnels to conduct 


Things to a wiſe End. And hence it 1s or- 


dain'd, that every Thing appertaining to 
this Life ſhould periſh, that ſo the Pride of 


one Man, the Covetouſneſs of another, the 


Hypocriſy of a third, and their Acquire- 
ments, Poſſeſſions, together with all their 


Irregularities, ſhould be reduc'd to nothing. 
In the mean time the Doctrine is propos d 


to the Study of Men, and the Method taught, 
to which ſuch as conform, or may be al- 
low'd to have done ſo, will make a Society, 


which being in every Thing agreeable to 


that Law of Nature, will have its Principle 
of Duration in it, being every where regu- 
lar, and having nothing but what muſt be 


approved by that Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and 


conſequently nothing but what muſt ſtand. 


If the Truth may be ſpoken, the greateſt 
Part of the Dignity, Glory, and other Ad- 


vantages that have been obtained in the 
World, had no true Foundation at the firſt; 
K 4 e and 
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and they have likewiſe been worn and en- 
joy'd by ſuch as have acted the Reverſe of 


their true Intention, any thing being an Ob- 


ject of their Approbation, rather than At- 
tention to the Divine Will, or promoting its 


Deſigns. For which Reaſon they ſhall all 


be annihilated, and that too in an Inſtant. 


For though to you who meaſure by Days, 
Months, Years. and reckon from one Period 


to another! from the Time, for Inſtance, 


when Men were wholly idolatrous, and ap- 


pear'd to have no Signs of any Thing like 
a regular Underſtanding amongſt them; 
or from the Time you firſt ſee them 


_ marching Armies, engag'd in bloody Wars 
for they knew not what, performing heroic 
Deeds, as they call'd them, like Creatures off 
mere Inſtin&, or little more; or from the 
Time, when after a Rule had been given 
them, they haſten'd to pervert it, immers'd 
themſelves in crafry Politics, out-reaching 


one another in their Contrntioc for Power, 


by any Means they could think of; or from 


the Dawn of the loſt Truth, to che Time of 
a more general Conviction, and at laſt a vi- 
Qorious Light, a full Blaze of Day: Tho 


to you, I ſay, who meaſure and reckon in 


this manner, the whole ſeems long, as the 
Scenes are various, yet when the Sand is run 
out, your Meaſure chang'd, and you ſhall 
look upon theſe Periods as fo many Points in 


"7 | 


T7 


1 
In the preſent State Men riſe up into Be- 
ing, and are ſoon cut off again, as J ob- 
ſerved before. This is proportion'd to the 
Degree of our Underſtanding and Virtue. 
At the ſame Time there is a Law, which 
kept inviolably, nothing can be wanting to 


compleat the Happineſs of the Syſtem, and 
the Powers of human Minds are ſuch, as 
will naturally poſſeſs themſelves by degrees 
of that Law. And therefore, though the 
Generations of Men thus paſs away, as is 


neceſſary for the Support of this Syſtem, as 
it now is, yet the End will be gained. And 
ſo we ſee one Genius riſes up after another, 
by means of which the World is let into a 
fuller View of that Law. And remove the 
Prejudices and Obſtructions nam'd, and that 
Law 1s eaſily apprehended, and indeed na- 
tural. To bring the World to which Paſs, 
is the great Work, which beſides his ordina- 
ry Employment, every Man ſhould endea- 


vour to ſet forward. And when human 


Nature ſhall have exhauſted this Work, ſo 


that there ſhall —_ nothing more of 
which it is capable, Things will be then 


brought to their Period, and there will be a 
Neceſſity for a Removal, in order to give 


more Scope, and that the Mind circum- 
ſcrib'd by the narrow Bounds of Science, 


may be ſupply'd with new Work, as well as 
rewarded tor what 1 Is paſt, 1 


5 15. 
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The Virtues, particularly immovable Ad- 
herence to Right and Truth, by which the 


Oader of this World is principally ſupport- 
ed, depend for their Reward and End up- 


92 another State, Which, we ſay, is an un- 


deniable Ground of expecting it. The Vir- 
tues of Chriſtianity, ſuch as a Preparedneſs 


to die for the Reſtoration of the Truth, and 
the others mentioned, may be conſider'd as 
ſo many Links or Draws, which, (like the 


Chain hung down from Jupiter by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit and Providence of 
God ſhall wind the Species up into it. And 


as no other Impreſſions will hereafter be 


made upon the Mind, nor will it have any 


other Way of chinking, deſiring or exerting 
itſelf, than what is agrecable to that Law, 
it is caſy to ſee all muſt be regular. And 


as all will then vie in contributing to the 


Improvement of all, and be bent upon 
Things of that Sort only, ſo whatever re- 


| lates to that Society, its Morals, Arts, In- 


ventions, Converſe, Enjoymear, Worſhip, 


_ Efforts, Employments, Diſt inctions, muſt 
be juſt in themſelves, and of a moſt excel- 
lent Nature. 


That God in his Providence | is thus coun- 
ter-working and bringing to nought all the 


evil Arts and Contrivances of Men, their 
| Irregularities, Deſertions of the Truth, Wic- 


kedneſſes, Politics, Acquirements, Honours, 
Eſtabliſh- 


F . 


6139 : 
Eſtabliſhments, and the Effects of them, 
their Pleaſures, Confidence, Pride, Inconſi- 
deration, Extravagance, and whatever is not 
of a Piece with that Truth, is affirmed b 
Fob Milt thou alſo diſannul my judgment? wilt 
thou condemn me that thou mayſt be righteous ? 
 haft thou an arm like God? or canſt thou thun- 
dier with a voice like him? Deck thyſelf now 
with majeſly and excellency, and array thyſelf 
with glory and beauty. Caſt abroad the rage 
of thy wrath: and behold every one that is 
proud and abaſe him. Look on every one that 
7 proud, and bring him low : and tread down 
the wicked in their place. Hide them in the 
dult together, and bind their faces in ſecret. 
Then will I alſo confeſs unto thee, that thine 
own r1g9t hand can fave thee, xl. 8. And by 
Daniel; And in the days of theſe kings ſhall * 
the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom which ſhall 
never be deſtroyed: and the kingdom ſhall not 
he left to other people, but it ſhall break in 
pieces, and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and it 
ſhall ſtand for ever.11.44. And by the reſt of the 
Prophets, except (I think) one, and by our 
Saviour; Heaven and earth fhall paſs away, 
but my word (hall not paſs away, Matt. xxiv. 
35. ſpeaking in the ſame Spirit, and gene- 
rally uſing the ſame Phraſe. Which Pro- 
88 will not only be fulfill'd, but the 
Precepts, eſpecially thoſe in the Sermon up- 
on the Mount, will be put in practice when 
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that State arrives. And then the Propriety 
of the Rules, and the Reaſon of their being 


given in part at one Time, and more fully 


afterwards ; of their Application firſt to this 
Event and then to that, will appear. Then 
will you ſee why our Lord taught Things 


more ſpiritual, more perfect than this State 
will admit of; and how at the ſame Time 
they challeng'd our Zeal in this State, they 


will chime in, and pair with that. Then 
the prophetic Nature of this Rule of Life, 
and the Cauſes of the Difficulties that muſt 


attend it as ſuch, will be all clearly unfold- 


ed, and you ſhall be let into the whole 


Scheme, and ſee how the Divine Being hath 


all along adapted his Revelations to the Con- 
dition and Exigencies of Mankind, and ſo as 


to bring about” the great and glorious End 


intended, that is, a State whoſe fundamen- 
tal Principle ſhall be to ſeek his Glory by 


contributing to and rejoycing in the Happi- 
neſs of the whole, and being ever true to 


thoſe Rules, upon the Obſervance of which 
the Harmony, and in conſequence the Hap- 
pineſs of that State muſt depend. 


And O happy Time may the greateſt ' 


Part of the Species ſay, when we ſhall no 


more fee Greatneſs and Weakneſs joined 


together, nor be expected to revere againſt 
our Judgments the Objects (ſetting aſide the 
Hopes « or their Amendment) of our juſt De- 


feſtation ; . 
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teſtation : When we ſhall no more ſee the 


Baſe honourable, nor the Worthleſs digni- 
fy'd: When we ſhall be no more harangu'd 
by ſuch as deceive us, nor rul'd by ſuch as 
rend and tear us, nor inſulted by ſuch as 
ſhould aſſiſt and benefit us: When we ſhall 
be no more vex'd with abſurd Attachments, 
Warpings, Blindneſſes; nor alarm'd with 


Fame that is a Lye, nor dazzl'd with Glory 


that is a falſe Notion: When we ſhall no 


more hear of Heroes courageous in their 
Actions, but ſelfiſh in their Deſigns, the 


Themes of Fame, but the ſecret Ruin of 


their Countries; nor of Princes who made 
Power a Property, and us'd it in the Grati- 
\ fication of their Luſts : When we ſhall be 


no more diſturb'd by the unruly Paſſions of 
Men, nor with depending upon their Care, 


Integrity, Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; nor de- 


priv'd of our juſt Rights, not only by their 


Breaches, bur pretended Adminiſtration of 


Juſtice, or the Partiality and Iniquity of 


their Laws; nor pay for Property, till we 


have nothing left: When we ſhall be no 


more griev'd to ſee Abilities accompany'd 
with the moſt offenſive Qualities, and Men 
odious in one Part of their Character, while 
amiable in another, nay, intolerable, even 


when they boaſted to ſerve us, and had the 


Power: In a word, when we ſhall no more 


fee a Life n to ſuch A for want 
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and Deſire of ſuch Happineſs for want of 
Infight: And when 'we ſhall be convinc'd 
how wiſely this was permitted upon many 
Accounts, but particularly, that being ler 
into a View of the World and its Glories, 
we might fly to what is rea] and fubſtancial 


with Haſte and Abhorrence, and fo be forc'd 
up into that happy State. 


And now having ſeen the Reaſonableneſs, 
and the Fineneſs of the moral Part of this 


Rule of Life, take one Inſtance of its great 


Elevation, nd hear it addreſſing itſelf to 


you, conſider d not only as you now are, 
but as you ſhall be, divine, or as to a Crea- 


ture upon its Progreſs to Perfection, and 


that ſhall certainly attain it: Swear not at 


all; neither by heaven, for it is God's throne, 
nor by the earth, for it his footfiool ; neither 


by Jeruſalem, for it is the city of the great 
King. Neither ſbalt thou fwear by thy head, 


becauſe thou canjl not make one hair white or 


black. But let your communication be yea, 
yea; nay, nay: for whatſoever is more than 


theſe, cometh of evil, Matt. v. 34. And take 
no thought for your life, what ye ſhall eat, or 
what ye ſhall drink; nor yet for your body > 
what ye ſhall put on: is not the life more than 
_ and the body than raiment ? Behold the 
ws of the air: for they ſow not, neither do 
m- reap, nor gather into barns ; het your hea- 
| ven 
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venly Father feedeth them. Are not ye much 


better than they? Which of you by taking 
thought can add one cuvit unto his flature? 
And why take ye thought for raiment? Con- 
| ſider the lillies of the field how they grow ; they 


toil not, neither do they ſpin. Aud yet T ſay 
unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory 
ds not array'd like one of theſe. Wherefore 


if God #o cloath the graſs of the field, which 


to day is, and to morrow is caſt into the oven, 
ſhall he not much more cloath you, O ye rf little 
faith? Therefore take no thought, ſaying, 
What ſhall we eat ? or what ſhall WE f : 
or wherewithal ſhall we be cloathed? (For of- 
ter all theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek) for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of. all theje things. But ſeek ye firſt the 
. kingdom of heaven and bis righteouſneſs, and 
all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. Take 
therefore no thought for the morrow : for the 
morrow ſhall als thought for the things of it- 


elf: ſuppicient unto the day is the evil thereof} 
Matt. vi. 25. Upon which Texts many 


Authors of Diſtinction have took upon them 


to write and preach, firſt limiting the Senſe 


of them, and then explaining them in ſuch 
manner, as to adapt them as far as they could 


to the preſent Condition of the World. 
Whereas they ſeem to admit of no ſuch Li- 
mitation, nor in Strictneſs to be altogether 
capable of ſuch Erplanation but to relate 
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( 144 ) 


to that future State, which being the End 
of the whole Scheme, it was proper the 


Rules ſhould be propos'd to ſuch as being 
Candidates, would make it their Study to 


prepare themſelves for it; and who being 


taught to abſtract themſelves from the 
World entirely, ſhould meaſure their Rule 


not by its Fitneſs to a State which is con- 
ſidered here as paſſing away, only, but 


look upon it as a Part of that Word which 
proceedeth out of the Mouth of God, 
and of which the Prophet ſays, All fleſb 
7s as graſs, and all the glory of Man as the 


| flower of the graſs : the graſs withereth, and 


the flower thereof falleth away: But the 


word of the Lord endureth for ever, Iſa. xl. 6. 
And which the Apoſtle explains thus, All 
fleſh is as graſs, and all the glory of man as 


the flower of the graſs; the graſs withereth, 


and the flower thereof falletb away : but the 


word of the Lord endureth for ever: and 


this is that word which by the goſpel is preached 


uuto you, 1 Pet. i. 24, 25. And which be- 


ing delivered by the Prophets, our Saviour 
Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, ſhall at laſt rermi- 
nate not in the perfect Knowledge of the 
Law of Nature, as diſcovered to the World 
by the Plato's, Ariſtotle's, Cicero's, Seneca's, 
or any other Men, however eminent, bur 
in the perfect Knowledge and Practice of 

that Law, as they ſhall have been rais'd 


and 


N 


and faſhion d to it by a Life of Exerciſe and 
' Diſcipline, and above all, by the Power and 
Spirit of God himſelf. And then ſhall you 
ſee the Glory of God, not as thro' a Glaſs 
darkly, not as when Moſes talking with the 
Angel, was allow'd to fee his Back Parts on- 
ly, but muſt not ſee his Face becauſe of its 


{ Brightneſs, but as tho the Angel had beeh 


ſeen by him Face to Face ; that is, Things 
will be then grown up to Maturity, and 
fitted for your Underſtanding, and your Un- 
| derſtanding will be fitted for them. Then 
Principles, Duties, Ends, will challenge one 
another. They will meet your Thoughts 
and ſeize and arreſt your Heart. In ſhort, 
the whole Deſign will be finiſh'd, and agree- 
able to the higheſt Notions of the moſt re- 
fin'd Morality, and the moſt amiable Cha- 
rafter of the Author, who, if there be one 
Thing more beautiful or beneficial than an- 


3 other, ever chuſes and does it; whoſe Con- 


duct is a Copy of juſt Behaviour that may 
be imitated, but never equall'd, and which 
will be the Object not only of your Praiſe 
and Study, but of your Delight and Won- 
der, your Joy and Extacy, for ever.. 
That infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs muſt 
propoſe ſuch an End, is manifeſt; becauſe 
other wiſe it is not poflible to ſay this wretch- 
ed State was ordain'd, and is permitted for 
any wiſe Purpoſe at all ; becauſe the Princi- 
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ples and Deſires planted in Men could 
not be ſaid to have been planted there for 
any End, neither one ſort of Men nor ano- 
ther having been able to obtain what they 
could not but deſire and long for, and what 
many ſought in vain, tho' in the right way; 
and becauſe many muſt have ſuffer' d, and 
been wretched through the great Perverſe- 
neſs of the weak State they were in, for 
which there was no Redieſs, and withour 
this never can be any. That infinite Wil- 
dom and Goodneſs muſt propoſe ſuch an 
End is evident even to Demonſtration : That 
this is the Tiing propos'd by the Moſaic 
and Chriſtial, Diſpenſations is manileſt from 
what hath been ſaid: It is plain likewiſe, 
that as human Wiſdom could not contrive 
the Method, neither could human Power 
execute it: It follows then, with the fulleſt 
Evidence and Demonſtration, 1. That 
Chriſtianity is the ſole, true and infallible 
Rule of Life. And, 2, That thit Rule is 
ſufficiently and compleatly ſet forth in the 
Holy Scriptures; and in conſequence, that 
no Man can want Knowledge of his Duty, 
or proper Support in all Caſes and Difficul- 
ties whatever, provided only that this Rule 
be fairly repreſented to him, and underſtood | 
as it ſhould be by him. 
What remains is the Argument from Mi- 
racles, which is exhauſted ; and the Pro- 
e Phecies 
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phecies have been open'd, explain'd and 
defended ſo well, conſidering the Nature of 
the Subject, nothing ſeems wanting to give 
Satisfaction to the Inquiſitive on that Head, 
or to raiſe his Expectation of the great 
Changes approaching; and hence it is that 


theſe Papers are here arriv'd at length at their 
full End. 
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